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Iran offers to mediate Egypt-Sudan row 

TBHRAN (AFP) — Iranian President AJi Akbar Rafsaniani 
oifercd Wednesday to help settle the dispute between Egypt and 
Sudan as well as other conflicts in the African comincm. Mr. 
Kaisanjam, in a meeting here with Ugandan Prime Minister Kinto 
Musoke, also urged a stronger role for the Organisation of African 
Unity (OAU) to help resolve "tense” situations. "We are 
concerned about the tense situation in several African countries, 
notably that between Sudan and Egypt," the president said, 
according to a statement from bis office. "The OAU should be 
more active and we arc ready to cooperate with this or ganisa tion 
to resolve the problems." Egypt and Sudan dispute the Red Sea 
border area of Halaib where they clashed last month as relations 
deteriorated following Egyptian President Hostri Mubarak's 
accusations that Khartoum was behind a June 26 attempt to kill 
him (see page 2) Mr. Rafsanjani said he had made a similar 
proposal to the organisaiion of the Islamic Conference (OIC) 
urging it to adopt "more practical measures” to end "injustice" 
against Bosnian Muslims. 
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U.S. tightens security at airports 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — A U.S. agency h3S ordered tightened 
security at airports ahead of a U-N. meeting next month and Pope 
John Paul IPs U.S. visit in October, the first such nationwide 
directive since ihe 1991 Gulf war. The order from the Federal 
Aviation Administration (FA A) was being heeded by airports, 
airlines and federal security forces, an industry spokesman said 
Wednesday. But the. FAA would not confirm the alert. A 
government source speaking privately said security levels "are 
adjusted up and down periodically based on a variety of 
intelligence.” The tighter security measures include beefed-up 
surveillance of baggage rooms, searches of unattended vehicles, 
and increased warnings to passengers to watch their baggage and 
refuse items from strangers. Air Transport Association spokesman 
Chris Chiames said airlines were cooperating with the federal 
request but refused to discuss details. He said he did not know how 
long the special measures would be in effect. "Obviously if there is 
a threat to aviation we are prepared to deal with that.” Mr. 
Chiames said. 
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Crown Prince 
pays tribute 
to King 
Hussein 

AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan on Wednes- 
day sen! a cable to His 
Majesty King Hussein con- 
graf trialing him on the occa- 
sion of the Prophet Moham- 
mad's birthday and the 
43rd anniversary of the 
King’s accession to the 
throne. Prince Ha<uw paid 
tribute to the King's lead- 
ership and his devotion to 
developing the Kingdom 
and serving the causes of 
the Arab and l«iamir m . 
* tions. 


Bedoun demand 
return to Kuwait 

BAGHDAD (AFP) — 
Thousands of stateless Arabs 
who were expelled to Iraq 
during the 1990-1991 Gulf 
crisis urged Kuwait on 
Wednesday to allow them to 
return home and acquire 
Kuwaiti nationality. “People 
who were expelled have the 
right to return to Kuwait and 
obtain Kuwaiti nationality," 
Hussein Fahd A! Anzi. repre- 
senting the stateless Arabs as 
head of the At Shab A1 Haq 
League of Kuwait, told re- 
porters. Kuwait expelled 
thousands of bedouns to Iraq 
after a U.S.-led coalition 
liberated the emirate ■ from 
Iraqi occupation in February 
1991. Some had been accused 
of collaborating with Iraq. 
They set up A1 Sbab A1 Haq 
organisation here in October 
1994 to press their demands 
for a return to Kuwait.. 
Thousands staged a sit-in in 
October and November last 
year in southern Iraq to de- 
mand their right to return. 
Mr. Anzi added that "be- 
cause they had no (Kuwaiti) 
passports, the members of his 
association had a lot of trou- 
ble leaving Iraq to travel 
throughout the world and 
publicise their fate.” 

Grateful Dead’s 
Garcia dies 

NOVATO, California (AFP) 
— Jerry Garcia, the leading 
member and guitarist of the 
rock group The Grateful 
Dead, has died, the Marin 
County sheriff’s department 
said Wednesday. Garcia, 53, 
was found dead in the early 
hours of the morning in his 
room at a treatment centre 
for drug addicts, Dan Mur- 
phy of the sheriff’s office 
said. He was found by a drug 
addiction counselor. Several 
attempts were made to revive 
the musician by a nurse and 
police officers, Mr. Murphy 
said, but without success. 
The Grateful Dead first rose 
to fame in the music world in 
the late 1960s. 

Kurds in secret 
talks in Ireland 

DUBLIN (R) — Rival Iraqi 
Kurdish factions opened 
U.S.-sponsored talks in Ire- 
land on Wednesday to end a 
\ear of fighting that has killed 
about 3,000 people. Sources 
close to the talks said delega- 
tions of the Kurdistan Demo- 
cratic Party (KDP) and the 
Patriotic Union of Kurdistan 
(PUK) were meeting in a 
hotel in Drogheda, about 40 
kilometres north of Dublin. 
The United States has bro- 
kered the talks but says it is 
acting as a facilitator rather 
than a mediator. The U.S. 
embassy in Dublin could give 
no details of the talks and 
State Department officials in 
Washington said they would 
be making no statement until 
the negotiations end. 

Aideed promises 
elections in 1998 

MOGADISHU (AFP) - 
Warlord Mohammad Farah 
Aideed on Wednesday prom- 
ised national elections for 
Somalia in 1998. The pledge, 
in a speech marking the birth- 
day of the Prophet Moham- 
mad, was taken by observers, 
as an implicit plea for recog- 
nition of the “government" 
he set U P after his supporters 
elected him “interim presi- 
dent of Somalia” in June. 


Jordan hopes to 

normalise ties with 
Kuwait — Ka bar iti 

Kingdom never condoned Iraqi invasion] 
or occupation, minister tells A1 Siyassah 


KUWAIT CITY (Agencies) 
— Jordan said Wednesday it 
hopes to normalise ties with 
Kuwait after they were 
frozen five years ago for its 
refusal to join a U.S.-led 
coalition to end the Iraqi 
occupation of the emirate. 

"Kuwait is a sister country 
with which we wish to nor- 
malise our relations, and I 
would like to visit it," Fore- 
ign Minister Abdul Karim A! 
Kabariti told the Kuwaiti 
newspaper A1 Siyassah. 

"Iraq must comply with all 
United Nations resolutions 
concerning its conflict with 
Kuwait and must settle the 
question of . the missing and 
prisoners in Iraq," Mr. 
Kabariti said. 

He said Jordan "would 
spare no effort to obtain',' a 
settlement of the matter. 

Iraq’s invasion of Kuwair 
"wasn’t an error. but a sin 
which should never be repe- 
ated,” he said. 

“Jordan’s moves to recon- 
cile with Saudi Arabia, 
Kuwait and other Arab coun- 



Abdul Karim Kabariti 

tries are aimed at restoring 
solidarity" among Arab 
countries, undermined by the 
August 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait. 

Jordan never supported 
Baghdad's occupation of 
Kuwait and backs efforts to 
trace Kuwaitis who went mis- 
sing in the seven-month 
period, AI Siyassah and its 


sister paper, the Arab Times, 
quoted Mr. Kabariti as 
saying. 

Kuwait and its Gulf allies 
were angered by the per- 
ceived pro-Iraqi sympathy of 
Jordan and the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
during the Gulf crisis. 

Amman’s ties with other 
Gulf Arab states are almost 
back to normal. * 

The Kuwaiti embassy in 
Amman has been run by a 
charge d’affaires since it pul- 
led out its ambassador at the 
height of the crisis. The 
Jordanian embassy in Kuwait 
remains dosed. 

Asked what steps Jordan 
would take to restore ties 
with Kuwait, Mr. Kabariti 
said Amman rejected any 
kind of invasion and had nev- 
er broken U.N. Gulf war 
resolutions despite Jordanian 
sympathy for ordinary Iraqis 
suffering under sanctions. 

“Jordan has never 
•accepted, and will continue 

(Continued on page 7) 


Ekeus wants more Iraqi data 


UNITED NATIONS (Agen- 
cies) — U.N. arms control 
envoy Rolf Ekeus said on 
Wednesday Iraq's latest dec- 
laration about its biological 
weapons programme in- 
cluded contradictions and 
shortcomings and more in- 
formation was needed. 

He also voiced doubt 
whether, an analysis of docu- 
ments he received during a 
visit to Baghdad from Aug. 4 
to 6 would be completed by 
the time the Security Council 
conducted its next periodic 
review of sanctions against 
Iraq, due around Sept. 9. 

“The list of shortcomings I 
gave to them (the Iraqis) 
makes that doubtful, but they' 
promised they would work 
very hard," lie told Reuters 
as he entered 3 meeting with 
council President Nugroho 
Wisnumurti of Indonesia. 

The sanctions, including a 
ban on oil sales, were im- 
posed by the council shortly 
after Iraq's August 1990 inva- 
sion of Kuwait. A key condi- 
tion for easing of the curbs is 
a clean bill of health from the 
U.N. Special Commission re- 
sponsible for scrapping Iraq’s 


weapons of mass destruction, 
headed by Mr. Ekeus. Bagh- 
dad's biological programme 
is the last major unresolved 
weapons issue. 

Although Iraq considered 
the approximately 530 pages 
of documentation it recently 
handed over as a full and 
final accounting of its biolo- 
gical weapons programme, 
"we don’t think we have 
enough. We have to verify a 
large amount of things,” Mr. 
Ekeus said. 

"We have several short- 
comings m their declaration 
which we have to sort out, 
contradictions and such. But 
we also have to verify a.lot of 
statements... there are things 
we don't understand, our 
specialists don’t understand.” 

Pressed to say whether his 
assessment could be com- 
pleted before the Security 
Council’s sanctions review, 
he said: “It’s two sides work- 
ing on this, Iraq and the 
(U.N.) Commission. And as 
we cannot control the Iraqi 
ride, it is very difficult for us 
to make an absolute assess- 
ment.” 

Iraq, which had long said 


its biological programme was 
for defence, first disclosed its 
offensive nature during a visit 
to Baghdad by Mr. Ekeus 
from June 30 to July 2. It also 
said all the biological agents 
it produced had been des- 
troyed by October 1990, in 
view of the imminent Gulf 
war conflict. 

Although the next council 
review of sanctions, con- 
ducted every 60 days, is offi- 
cially set for Sept. 9, since 
that is a Saturday it is likely 
to take place the previous 
Friday or the following Mon- 
day. 

Asked whether he in- 
tended returning to Baghdad 
soon, Mr. Ekeus said: *T 
may. It depends on develop- 
ments, if that would help.” 

Mr. Ekeus arrived in New 
York with the report Monday 
night. 

"What is significant is that 
Iraq has handed over the 
report," Mr. Ekeus said 
Tuesday. “Now we have to 
assess the quality of that dec- 
laration and ascertain that 
there are no biological 
weapons left in Iraq.” 


Arafat, Peres press work 
on final autonomy deal 


TAB A. Egypt (Agencies)' — 
Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat and Israeli Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres 
forged ahead Wednesday 
with a third day of marathon 
talks in a bid to wrap up an 
agreement to extend auton- 
omy over the West Bank. 

After nearly three hours of 
negotiations, Mr. Peres left 
the hotel in the Egyptian Red 
Sea resort of Taba and went 
to occupied Jersualem to see 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin. 

‘Wc are now flying to 
Jerusalem for urgent con- 
sultations with our govern- 
ment and our prime minister 
and we shall try to conclude 
whatever we can,” he said. 

We are going over the 
wbole agenda. There were 
some problems in the agen- 
da.’ 

"There are six major 
issues. On three of them wc 
are almost in agreement, for 
the others further consulta- 
tions are needed." 

“We are coming back to 
Taba this evening to try to 
reach an overall agreement 
covering all aspects. There is 


Gaza sealed off 

THE ISRAELI army said 
on Wednesday it was sea- 
ting ofT the Gaza Strip, 
home to nearly one mHtiori 
Palestinians, for “security 
reasons" until Friday. 

The closure, which Is to 
take effect at 1.00 a.m. on 
Thursday (2200 GMT on 
Wednesday), means Palesti- 
nians in the strip will be' 
barred from Israel. 


progress all the time," Mr. 
Peres said. 

Mr. Arafat’s spokesman 
Marwan Kanafani told repor- 
ters: “There are bases for an 
agreement. 

"We hope he (Peres) will 
come back with a positive 
attitude then we will be able 
to say we have tangible prog- 
ress." 

"The Palestinians want a 
deal that is good.” Mr. Kana- 
fani said. "Elections but no 
water, this is not a good deal. 
Security but no water, this is 
not a good deal. We need a 
comprehensive deal, a fair 
deal." 

The meetings follow the 
announcement Tuesday of a 


timetable for Israeli troop re- 
deployments outside Palesti- 
nian areas over about rwo 
years. 

But Mr. Peres admitted 
that a great amount of detail 
remains to be filled in. 

“We have set out a timet- 
able, but we have not drawn 
up any maps showing where, 
the Israeli army will remain 
or not,” he said. 

Mr. Peres insisted that 
most of the territory will re- 
main under Israeli control 
during the interim period, 

while Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) officials 
claim the opposite. 

“The final boundaries will 
only be set in negotiations on 
the final status. There will be 
no change over sovereignty 
during tne interim period,” 
Mr. Peres said. Those nego- 
tiations arc due to begin by 
next May. 

Israel will withdraw first 
from Arab towns on the West 
Bank after the full, agreement 
is sealed on all aspects of 
self-rule. 

Troops will then redeploy 
further in three more stages. 

(Continued on page 7) 



Bosnian Muslim children show their joy flashing bananas in 
central Bfhac on late Tuesday as the first International Red 
Crass convoy reached the western Bosnian city of Bihac, 


which was under Serbian siege until the recent Croatian 
capture of the breakaway Krgjina region (AFP photo) 


Fighting blocks Serb refugee 
evacuation; Russian plan foiled 


Combined agency dispatches 

ZAGREB — Fierce fighting 
between Croats and rebel 
Krajina Serbs on Wednesday 
blocked the retreat of desper- 
ate refugees trying to join 
thousands fleeing through the 
beat of northern Bosnia to- 
wards Serbia. 

Krajina Serbs held onto a 
bridgehead in Croatia in the 
border town of Dvor despite 
fierce Croat artillery fire and 
an air attack on Tuesday that 
U.N. sources said they be- 
lieved were carried out by 
Croat planes. 

But combat died down 
around the middle of the day. 
raising U.N. hopes the flow 
of refugees could restart. 

The fighting had stalled a 
U.N. deal to evacuate 
thousands of armed Serb men 
and their families holding out 
against capture by Croat 
forces who have won back 
the rest of Krajina. Their 
route to safety would pass 
through Dvor. 

The refugees hoped to join 
a vast exodus of 150,000 peo- 
ple jamming the roads across 
northern Serb-held Bosnia en 
route to Serbia. Aid workers 
said conditions were worsen- 
ing after days of travel in the 
summer bear. 

Croatian President Franjo. 
Tudjman, triumphant at the 
near-total reunification of his 
country by force, rebuffed -a 
Russian peace . initiative by 


turning down an invitation 
for talks in Moscow. 

Croatian President Mr. 
Tudjman's refusal threw cold 
water on' Russian President 
Boris Yeltsin’s ambitious 
hopes of launching a Yugos- 
lav peace initiative. 

Mr. Yeltsin had asked Mr. 
Tudjman and Serbian Presi- 
dent Slobodan Milosevic to a 
peace summit in Moscow this 
week, reportedly Thursday. 
But at the last minute, the 
Croatian leader announced 
he' would only come if Bos- 
nian President Alija Izetbe- 
govic also came. 

“Such a meeting should be 
carefully prepared and the 
Bosnian President Alija Izet- 
begovic should take pan,” a 
statement from Mr. Tudj- 
man's office said. 

Mr. Milosevic said he 
would turn up anyway, the 
official Serb news agency 
Tan jug reported. But the 
Serb’s visit will be a far cry 
from Mr. Yeltsin’s plan of a 
major summit aimed, as the 
foreign ministry put it, at “a 
global political settlement” in 
the former Yugoslavia. 

In Banja Luka, Bosnia- 
Herzegovina, Bosnian-Serb 
..leader Radovan Karadzic 
warned there would be no 
peace for hundreds of years 
in Bosnia until Serbs win 
back Krajina, after pledging 
his support for the self-styled 
Krajina president, Milan 
Manic. 


Mr. Karadzic delivered his 
chilling threat when he 
appeared alongside Mr. Mar- 
tic for an unscheduled joint 
press conference in the Bos- 
nian city. 

"There will be no peace for 
hundreds of years until Serbs 
get back Krajina,” the leader 
said. 

He said that Croatia will 
never be able to feel safe and 
secure as long as the Serbs 
are outside their territory. 

Both men wore battle fati- 
gues and looked pale and 
drawn. 

Asked if he felt that Presi- 
denrMflosevic bad failed the 
Serb people, Mr. Karadzic 
said: "I don’t know whether 
he failed or whether he didn't 
intend for it to happen. I do 
feel that Yugoslavia is 
obliged to defend the Serbs.” 

He said the Serbs in Kra- 
jina had been promised they 
would be protected in case of 
an attack from Croatia, but 
he said this did not happen. 

Mr. Martic said the Ser- 
bian president had been 
seduced by the false promises 
of the international commun- * 
ity, referring to the lifting of 
sanctions against Belgrade in 
return for ending its support 
for rebel Serbs in Croatia and 
Bosnia. 

Mr. Martic said Krajina 
still had not fallen completely 
and that with the help of the 
Bosnian Serb army they 
could launch a counter- 


Croats take 
Serb bastion 

ZAGREB (AFP) — Croa- 
tian forces Wednesday cap- 
tured Dvor, the last major 
pocket of resistance by SeH> 
secessionists in the kntflna 
region, a U.N. official said. 

Croatian forces raised 
their country's flag in the 
town of Dvor, located on 
the border with Bosnia 120 
kilometres sontbeast of 
Zagreb, the official said. 

Fighting . had continued 
throughont Wednesday 
morning around the town 
despite the signature late 
Tuesday of a ceasefire be- 
tween the Croatian army 
and secessionist Sabs. 

In a related development, 
five elderly people were 
“executed” Tuesday in 
Dvor by soldiers whose uni- 
forms have not been offi- 
cially identified in an inci- 
dent which compounds 
fears for the security of the 
thousands of refugees taken 
in recent fighting. U.N. offi-. 
dais said. 


offensive against the Croa- 
tian forces whose lighting 
offensive last week won back 
much of its territory under 
Serb control. 

"The Croats are going to 
get back what they gave out,” 

(Continued on page 7) 


Hamas renews threats 
over Abu Marzouk 


DAMASCUS (Agencies) — 
The Palestine group Hamas 
repeated on Wednesday 
warnings to the United States 
not to hand its arrested lead- 
er Musa Abu Marzouk over 
to Israel, a day after the first 
extradition hearings. 

“We warn the administra- 
tion of President Clinton 
against extraditing Dr. Abu- 
Maizouk. We consider such 
an act a red line that must not 
be crossed,” the Islamic Re- 
sistance Movement (Hamas) 
said in a statement distri- 
buted in Damascus. 

If Washington does send 
Mr. Abu Marzouk to Israel, 
“we will consider the U.S. as 
a participant in the conflict 
between our people and the 
Zionist occupation," the 
group said. 

A pro forma hearing in 
New York on Tuesday set an 
Oct. 17 session to consider 
Israel’s request for Mr. Abu 
Maraouk’s extradition on the 
grounds that he is directly 
linked to Hamas's campaign 
of anti-Israeli attacks. 

Israel has 60 days to pre- 
sent its evidence against Dr. 
Abu Marzouk. who was 
arrested at Kennedy airport 


in New York on July 25 after 
being placed on a list of 
suspected “terrorists” barred 
from entering the country. 

“There is a conspiracy 
weaved by the ZLionists and 
the Americans, who have 
made secret contacts with the 
Israeli government to fabri- 
cate accusations against Dr. 
Abu Marzouk,” Hamas said. 

“We arc studying in all 
seriousness the American 
position and we will act on 
the Tesults." 

“We will liberate our poli- 
tical leaders by all means in 
our possession.” 

Hamas and Islamic Jihad 
have been the main groups 
carrying out attacks in since 
the launching of Palestinian 
autonomy in May 1994. 

Hamas claimed the 
bloodiest of the operations, a 
suicide bombing that killed 
22’ in Te! Aviv on Oct. 19. 

In its statement issued 
Wednesday in Damascus. 
Hamas said the Clinton admi- 
nistration had committed "a 
ve political mistake” by 
riding to keep Dr. Abu 
Maizouk in custody pending 

(Continued on page 7) 



On the Occasion of His 
Majesty King Hussein’s 
accession to the Throne 



ARAB BANK 

has the honour to convey to 

ms MAjjBsinr mm wobbsm 

and to the Jordanian People 
its felicitations and - 
most cordial wishes 



'."1 


p 

cl 

II 

tt 

st 

n 


tc 

Ii 

si 


a] 

O 

Pi 

m 

fc 

ai 


tfa 

W' 

tb 

sa 


le 

11 

iv 

tfa 

(K 

tfa 


ye 

ve 

le 

10 

ev 


sii 

A 

le; 

•IS 

A 

wi 


VR 


o 

th 

nil 


Bt 

to; 

M 

8,- 


mi 

th. 

Hi 

pe 

me 

mi 

fui 

Va 


29 

be 

sei 

18 

St2 

re. 

on 

tio 


an 

m< 

re 

roi 


C 

Y 

tl 


Fi 


Sc 




fi 


2 no me cr nniaoie 


news 


JORDAN 


times! THIIRSPAY-FRIDAY , AUGUST 10-11, WS 



PLO seeks to reverse Iraqi 
suspension of scholarships 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — The Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) has appealed to the 
Iraqi government (o reverse 
a decision that revoked the 
granting of Iraqi state 
scholarships to Palestini- 
ans from the autonomous 
Gaza Strip and Jericho to 
study in Iraqi universities 
and schools, PLO sources 
said Wednesday. 

They said the PLO lead- 
ership had sent an urgent 
message to the Iraqi gov- 
ernment requesting it to 
reconsider the decision, 
which was announced last 
week. 

‘The Iraqi decision con- 
tradicts the friendly rela- 
tions between the people 
and leaderships of the two 
sides,” said one source who 
declined to be named. 

Omar Kbatib, the acting 
chief of the Palestinian 
embassy here and represen- 
tative to Jordan of the 
Palestinian National 

Authority (PNA), said the 
Palestinian ambassador in 
Baghdad was informed of 
the Iraqi decision last week. 

“No specific, reason was 
given, only that the Iraqi 
government was unable to 
extend any scholarships to 
Palestinian students in Iraqi 
institutions this year” 
Mr.Khatib told the Jordan 
Times. 

He said the Palestinian 


ambassador to Baghdad 
had contacted the Iraqi gov- 
ernment under instructions 
from the PLO leadership 
and was “trying to reverse 
the decision 

According to reports, the 
Iraqi government would 
suspend scholarships only 
to students from the Gaza 
Strip and Jericho as an 
expression of Baghdad’s 
rejection of the Oslo accord 
signed by the PLO and 
Israel. 


at university levels, to stu- 
dents from the Gaza Strip 
and West Bank. 


Baghdad, the reports said, 
will continue to give op. to 
300 scholarships to stu- 
dents from other pars of 
the West Bank which have 
yet to go under Palestinian 
autonomy. 

Mr.Khatib declined direct 
comment on whether there 
was any political reason 
behind the decision. 

"We are trying to get a 
clear picture of the situa- 
tion, and we are still await- 
ing a clear response from 
the Iraqi government to our 
request for a reversal of the 
decision!” be said. 

The diplomat noted that 
the Palestinian territories 
had limi ted facilities to 
offer higher education to 
students there and that 
scholarships offered by 
some of the Arab states 
were vital for the Palestini- 


ans. 

The Iraqi government 
used to extend up to 500 
scholarships, most of them 


Scholarships offered by 
the Iraqi government to 
sons and daughters of 
Palestinians living in Iraq 
are not included in the so- 
called quota. 

No accurate estimate of 
Palestinians living in Iraq 
was immediately available. 

Mr.Khatib said the Pales- 
tinian community in Iraq 
“was sizeable” and many 
Palestinians continue to 
live in Iraq despite the 
hardships brought in by the 
economic sanctions, 
imposed after Iraq invaded 
Kuwait in August 1990. 

The Iraqi suspension of 
scholarships for Gaza and 
Jericho students appeared 
to have surprised many 
analysts who had always 
argued that the public rejec- 
tion of the Oslo accord was 
only one side of the Iraqi 
approach to the Middle 
East peace process. They 
note that the Iraqi position 
was mostly orchestrated 
through the state-run 
media, and that senior Iraqi 
officials have not totally 
ruled out endorsing the 
peace process. 

Iraqi Deputy Prime Min- 
ister Tareq Aziz said earlier 
this year that Iraq had no 
axe to grind with Israel if 
the Jewish state’s immedi- 
ate neighbours were happy 
to make peace with it 


Halaib tribespeople winners 
in Egypt - Sudan row 


SHALATIN, Halaib (AFP) 
— The 18,000 bedouins of 
Halaib are enjoying their 
Gist taste of modern living 
as Egypt seeks to win them 
over and nudge out 
Sudanese influence in die 
disputed Red Sea border 
region. - 

The tribespeople have 
found themselves on die 
receiving end of new 
homes, power and water 
snpplies and free food 
hand-outs in die Egyptian 
charm offensive. 

A group of journalists 
taken on a rare visit to 
Halaib by the Egyptian De- 
fence Ministry saw concrete 
houses which had sprung up 
in the desert alongside the 
woollen tents and wood 
cabins where most of the 
inhabitants live off their 


Socks of sbeed and camels. 
li.ee chief Abdul 


also 


Poli.ce 
HaxnidT, 

head of Halaib’s 
council, boasted of Cairo's 
achievements as he sat in 
front of a giant portrait of 
EgyfrtiOT President Hosni 

“In three years we have 
built 810 homes in the three 
mam districts of Halaib pro- 
vince: Shaladn Abu Ramad 
and Halaib," Mr. 
Serageddin said. 

“Four desalination plants 
which produce 600 cubic 
metres of fresh water a day 
have been built as well as a 
network of reservoirs, w hile 
water tankers distribute 
drinking water everyday. 

“We have also set up 
three power stations pro- 
viding electricity round-the- 
clock, with a capacity of 


two megawatts each,” he 
added. 

Egypt has also built a 
300-kilometre asphalt- 
covered road between 
Halaib and the military 
base of Bemis in southern 
Egypt. 

Local radio' broadcast 12 
hours a day add inhabitants 
can tone into Egyptian tele- 
vision at certain times. 

Meanwhile the author- 
ities hand out free flour, oil, 
sugar and tea every month, 
an army officer said. 

Through such moves, 
Cairo is hope to secure the 
loyalty of the two big tribes ’ 
in Halaib, the Ababdas and 
the Bishariyas who are of 
the same ethnkaty as the 
inhabitants of Port Sudan. 

That ethnic link forms 
the basis of Sudan's claim to 
the 18, 000-square- 
kilometre Halaib triangle. 

While Egypt insists the 
border between it and its 
southern neighbour Sudan 
passes along the 22nd Para- 
llel, according to a 1899 
accord between Cairo and 
London, Sudan argues that 
the frontier was amended in 
1902 to north of the 22nd 
Parallel to take into account 
the Sudanese tribes. 

The quarrel , never 
solved, flares whenever re- 
lations between Cairo and 
Khartoum are strained. 

In 1992 Egypt dislodged 
the Sudanese administra- 
tion fo Halaib and replaced 
it with its own regional 
council. 

“In 1992 the Sudanese 
elements posted in Halaib 
created problems and Presi- 
dent Mubarak ordered us to 


guarantee security in this 
region,” Mr. Serageddin 
said. 

The two neighbours came 
to blows again over Halaib 
last month as relations de- 
teriorated ..following Mr. 
' Mubarak 7 ^ accusations that 
Sudan was behind a)uiic 26 
"attempt total him in Adds 
Ababa:* 1 : 


Egyptian military posi- 
tions are visible among the 
Red Sea coast road leading 
to Halaib town, where the 
journalists were not 
allowed to visit on the 
weekend visit and where 
900 Sudanese police are 
posted, according to Cairo. 

Inhabitants told AFP of 
Egypt's growing influence 
in the region at the expense 
of Sudan. 


“Egyptian identity cards 
have replaced die Sudanese 
identity card,” said Eicfaa 
Mohammad Osman, 20, a 
supervisor at a children's 
park at Abu Ramad. 

“I studied in Port Sudan 
where I have relatives but 1 
don’t go there any more 
because Pm scared of being 
arrested if I cross the bor- 
der,” she added, her body 
covered by the Sudanese 
“tob” or long, coloured 
scarf. 


Fadel Kbaled, head- 
teacher of the Egyptian 
school in Abu Ramad, said: 
“The Sudanese school shut 
down in 1993 as soon as we 
opened our school.” 

But traces of Sudanese 
rule'remafo. Inhabitants are 
still not used to Egyptian 
money and continue to deal 
in the Sudanese pound. 







SHEIKH ZAYED LEAVES SYRIA: Syrian President Hafez AI 
Assad (left) bids farewell to United Arab Emirates President 
Sheikh Zayed Ben Sultan AI Nahayan at Damascus airport 


on Wednesday upon Sheikh Zayed’ s departure from the 
Syrian capital alter a two-day visit (AFP photo) 



Pakistan extradites five to Egypt — report 


ISLAMABAD (AFP) — Pakistan has extradited to Cairo 
five Egyptians accused of involvement in terrorism and 
sabotage in their country, a Pakistani newspaper reported 
Wednesday. Among the group was Abu Yahya, identified 
as commander of a fundamentalist armed group in Egypt, 


The News said. The five were flown to Egypt from here by 
a special plane late Tuesday, esdorted by some officials 
from the Pakistani Federal Investigation Agency (FIA), 


the paper said. No official confirmation of the report, 
which quoted FIA sources, was immediately available. 
Abu Yahya was arrested by the FLA a few days ago from a 
hotel in Islamabad, the report said without identifying the 
other suspects. Pakistan and Egypt recently finalised draft 
of an extradition treaty, but it is not known whether it has 
been ratified by the two governments. Many of the 
Egyptian volunteers who fought in the 1979-89 against the 
Soviet occupation of Afghanistan were suspected of in- 
volvement in the fundamentalist campaign in Egypt aganst 
President Hosni Mubarak's government. 


Kuwaiti, Saudi experts to discuss water 


KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — Kuwaiti and Saudi experts are 
to meet in September to discuss demarcating their coun- 
tries’ disputed maritime frontiers, a Kuwaiti minister said 
Tuesday. Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah AI Ahmad AI 
Jaber, who went to Riyadh on July 18 to try to settle the 
dispute centring on ownership of two Gulf islands, Qaruh 
and Uiu AT.Maradim, did not specify .exactly when, they 
’ ■ Nlti^ mee1.‘ The two coun tries demarcated their land 


frontiers' ‘in 1965 after sharing 1 a neutral' zone' created in 
1922: King Fahd of Saudi Arabia told the Kuwaiti daily AI 


Siyassa on Monday that he hoped Gulf monarchies would 
settle their border differences at a summit of the six-nation 
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCO in Muscat in December. 
The GCC comprises Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman. Qatar, Saudi 
Arabia and the United Arab Emirates. 


PLO police pick new HQ on West Bank 


JENIN (AFP) — Palestinian police chiefs have chosen a 
new headquarters for the force in the north of the West 
Bank in preparation for an Israeli army withdrawal, a 
Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) official said. 
Twenty officers selected the site during a recent inspection 
tour, said Kadura Mussa. director of Palestinian National 
Institutions in the area. “The tour was to prepare the 
ground for the deployment of the Palestinian police on the 
West Bank. But he refused to say where the headquarters 
would be. Israeli troops are due to quit the towns of Jenin, 
Nablus, Kalkilya and Tulkarem once an agreement is 
sealed for the spread of autonomy over the West Bank. 
Other towns are due to follow later. 


Iraq frees 20 Egyptian prisoners 


CAIRO (AFP) — Iraq has freed 20 Egyptians imprisoned 
for illegal entry into the country, the head of Egypt's 
interests section in Baghdad said Wednesday. “The Iraqi 
authorities have pardoned 20 prisoners who recently 
crossed the Iraqi border by mistake,” said Reda Nasser, 
quoted by .the Egyptian government daily AI Gomhuriya. 
The pardons were "in response to Egyptian moves,” 
Nasser said, adding that another group of Egyptian' 
prisoners held on criminal chargers would be released in 


the next few days. Baghdad's gesture came as Egypt has 

cd to tbe 


stepped up calls for an end to the suffering causei 
Iraqi people by the U.N. sanctions imposed after Iraq's 
August 1990 invasion of Kuwait. Egypt, which joined a 
U.S.-led coalition to oust Iraqi troops from the emirate, 
broke off diplomatic ties with Iraq during the Gulf crisis but 
has an interests section in the Indian embassy in Baghdad. 


Kurd party leaders 
freed; trial continues 


ANKARA (Agencies) — 
A court has set free four 
leaders of a pro-Kurdish 
party who are on trial* for 
allegedly belonging to an 
outlawed Kurdish rebel 


group. 

The four are members of 
the People’s Democracy 
Party (Hadep), which suc- 
ceeded the pro-Kurdish 
Democracy Party (DEP). 
They had been in jail for 
three and a half months. 

Eight members of DEP, 
which was shut down in 
March, were sentenced to 
up to 15 years in a separate 
trial for assisting the out- 
lawed Kurdish Labour Par- 
ty (PKK). 

In Tuesday’s session, the 
semi-military state security 
court also derided to per- 
mit spectators to attend the 
hearings. During the first 
session last month, 250 
spectators were arrested 
when they protested the 
_%urr's decision to hold the 
ifeiaJ "behind' dosed doors. 

. --The ---defendants -denied 
the charges and claimed 
they were tortured into 
confessing. 

The PKK has been fight- 
ing for Kurdish autonomy 
in southeastern Turkey 
since 19S4. The conflict has 
claimed more, than 16,000 
lives. 

The trial was scheduled 
to resume Aug. 14. 

There is no bail system 
under Turkish law and it is 
up to the courts to deride 
whether defendants are 
kept in jail or let free dur- 
ing their trial. 

Hadep official Ismail 
Arsalan said the defen- 
dants, whose trial started 
on July 6, were released 
Tuesday. 

“We think this is a case 
based on a political deri- 
sion to try and stop our 
party from functioning,” he 
told Reuters. 

The four have rejected 
the charges, saying the case 
is based oh false and faulty 
information. 

One of the defendants, 
Hadep Assistant General 
Chairman Sehabettin 
Ozarslaner, has said he was 


tortured by police. 

The others on trial are to 
assistant general chairman 
Hikmet Fidan, Assistant 
General Secretary 
Seyhmuz Cagro and Ank- 
ara Party official Farhan 
Turk: 

Hadep is the successor to 
DEP which was closed by 
Turkey's constitutional 
court for separatism last 
year. Six DEP members pf 
parliament were impres- 
ioned for links with the . 
PKK, laigly on the basis of 
statements- they made in 
support of broader Kurdish 
freedoms. 


Hunger strikers held 


.Turkish police detained 
34 Kurdish hunger strikers 
on Wednesday in a dawn 
raid on the Istanbul head- 


quarters of the pro-Islamic 


Welfare Party (RP), Kur- 
'dish activists said. 


. The’ protesters, 'on iein- . 
" - porary hunger 'strike, ^Hatl J 


taken over the budding 'otr ’ 
Sunday to, draw-attention . 
to a three-week-old hunger 
strike by thousands of Kur- • 
dish rebel prisoners. 

Hayri Demirel, a mem- 
ber of a. Kurdish prisoner 
soldiarity committee, told 
Reuters that RP officials 
called for police help after 
the strikers had refused to 
leave the building. 

The semi-official Anato- 
lian news agency said 
police raided the building 
at 5 a.m. (0200 GMT). 

Relatives and friends of 
PKK prisoners on hunger 
srrike in Turkish jails have 
staged sympathy strikes 
ana occupied buildings 
throughout the country. 

More than 8,-000 impris- 
oned members of the PKK 
began the strike on July 14 
to press for talks to end the 
Turkish-Kurdish conflict. 
Two people have died in 
the protest. 

Dozens of other Kurds, 
mainly women and chil-' 
dren, are on a related strike 
at the offices of a left-wing 
party in Istanbul. Hunger 
strikes in Turkey rarely end 
in deaths. 



Egyptian 
supreme court 
to hear 



"Visiting 


Abu Zeid case Jew 


foi 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt’s 
suDreme court is to begin 


s 

supreme court is w oegm 
hearing in October an appeal 
against a lower court verdict 
declaring a university profes- 
sor a heretic and <wdering 
him divorced from his wife, 
legal sources said on Wednes- 
day. * 

Nasser Hamed Abu Zeid 
and his wife have asked that 
the June 14 appeals court 
ruling against him be annul- 
led. •* 

Mr. Abu Zeid also lodged 
two appeals to suspend ex- 
ecution of the divorce sent- 
ence. which will be. const 
dered on Thursday and on 
October 17. One of Mr. Aba 
Zeid's colleagues at Cairo 
University has made a similar 
appeal, to come to court og 


Sejpt. 14. 


ic appeals seek to pre- 
vent the Muslim tudt 
damentalists who won the 
ruling against Mr. A bn Zeid 
from requesting police to 
separate the couple by force: 
The appeals court ruled 
that Ibtifaal Yunis must be 
divorced from Mr. Abu Zeid 
on the grounds that a Muslim 
woman cannot be married to a 
heretic. 


In*their appeals to the sup- 
t, the co 


reme court, the couple wrote 4 
that the unprecedented ruling' ’ 
of heresy “threatens their 
lives and gives a weapon to 
those who do not know (Abu 
Zeid) to assassinate him.” 

By Islamic law, heretics' are 
punished by death if they dp 
not repent. , 

Mr. Abu Zeid and his wife 
are currently on vacation out- 
side of Egypt, friends said.: 
The government weekly AJ 
Mosawwar reported on Tues- 
day that Mr. Abu Zeid had' 
accepted a grant from & 
Dutch university to do re^ 
search in the Netherlands for 
three semesters. 

The appeals court ruled: 
Mr. Abu Zeid an apostate- 
based on his scholarly wriF 
fogs calling for a new inter- 
pretation! of the Korean and 
criticising, among other 
tenets, Islamic inheritance 1 
laws. 


‘Egypt is 

suppressing 

NGOs’ 


CARIO (AF*>) — The 
tian government is conduct—' 
fog a campaign to undermine' 
non-government organisa- 
tions (NGOs) as it tightens * 
down on democracy, seven 
Egyptian rights groups ftij 
charged Wednesday. - ' 


NGOs, especially rights 
groups, “are -being subjected 
to an organised campaign by 
the state aimed at imposing 
more restrictions on them, 
the groups said in a' joint: 
statement received by AFP./ 

The government has shown-'- 
a “tendency to retract tht) 
democratic margin it hasr- 
given,” the groups said. 

They pointed to a new-, 
press law imposing prison^' 
sentences and harsh fines for,.' 
defamation which they said * 
“widens the realm of criminal ' 
acts to include freedom of 
opinion." 


State-run media havc laim- *, 
died a “campaign to discredit ! 
human rights organisations!! 
by harming their public im-]' 
age and by raising suspicions'" 
of their political impartiality*^ 
and national loyalty,” the-' 
groups said. . : vL 

They also died “a number 
of the measures ainwi at-' 
restricting (NGO) activities” • 


JORDAN TELEVISION 


, Tel: 773111-19 

PROGRAMME TWO 

13 JO iris- the Happy Professor 

14:00 Fireman Sara 

14:15 My Secret Identity 

1*30 NBA 

15:00 Pirates Island 

1*30 Take Your Pick 

16:00 I Witness Video 

17:00 

Children's Programme — Spiron 
17:30 

Varieties and Came Show — Le 
Modnc Est A Voss 

HhOO News in French 

19:15 

Magazine — Portrait D'Alain 
Cavalier 

1*39 News Headlines 

1935 National I 

20-JO The Album! 

21:15 Murder She Wrote 

21*99 News in English 

2205 

Feature film: “Other Side of 
Love" 

22J9 Shogun 


I Geographic 
Alburn Snow 


Assemblies o t God Qiarcb, Tel. 
632785. 

SL Joseph Church Tci. 624590. 
Church of the Aimnwdatton Tel. 
637440. 

De la Safe Church Tel. .661757 
Tcrr asm cta Church Tel: 622366 
Church of the Aon— riadoa Td. 
623541. 

AngScao Cbunch Td. 630851. Td. 
628543. . 

•A i m c ai sta CathoBc Church Td. 
771331. 

Anucntap Orthodox Church Td. 

775261. 

St. Ephraim Church Td. 771731, 
Amman Interndkmal Church Td. 
652526. 

Eva n gelic a l Lutheran Church Tel: 
824328. 

German-speaking Euogcfled Con- 
gregation Tel: 684195 
The Church of Jesus Christ at 
Latter-Day Saints Td. 654932 
Ctnrcb of Nazsrene Td. 675691. 
Tbe Evhngdieal Local Chords in 
Amman Td. 811295 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


Dcscns 18/38 

Jordan Valley 25 / 39 


EMERGENCIES 


Yesterday’s high temper* lures: 
Amman 33 Aqaba 39. Humidity 
readings: Amman 45 per cent. 
Aqaba 26 per cent. 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


NIGHT DUTY 


WEATHER 


PRAYER TIMES 


94£5 

0531 

12:41 

1621 . 

19x31 . 
2fc56. 


Fa i r 

(Sunrise) Duha 

Dhohr 

‘Asr 

Maghreb- 

'Isha 


BuHctiti suppjtcd by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology. 


CHURCHES 


■: democrat urc^ a sc expected to 
age noth wtedhor ■ conditions bc- 
crim ing jriatiydy warn add winds 
flfafthyfefcrtytpodcratr. IttAqaba, ■ 
wtxfc will be northerly moderate 
and seas calm. 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Khalid M’addi 

Dr. Mukhlcs Mazahrah .. 
Dr. Nasser Ibrahim . 

Dr. Salman Daboubi 

Firm pharmacy 

Fcrdows pharmacy 
AI Ascma pharmacy 
Nairoukb pharmacy 
ARkdam pharmacy . 
Yapotib pharmacy ... 
Shmcissni pharmacy ...... 

Nanoujh pharmacy 

-Napb pharmacy 


.. 743500 
..820425 
...649028 
... 776751 
... 661912 
... 778336 
...637055 
...623672 
...'636730 
... 644945 
...637660 
...623672 
..847632 


Food Control Centre 637111 

Civil Defence Department 661 II I 
Gail Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192. b2l 1 11. 637777 

Fire Brigade 617IOI 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 630321 

Hotel Complaints * 6U580U 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints... 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 7K7I1I 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan television 773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 


Khalid i Maternity. J. A inn 

64428 lift 

Akilch Maternity. J. Amu, 

64244 1/2 

Jahal Amman Maternity .... 642362 

Malhas. J. -Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmcisani 664171/4 

Shmcisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845843 

Al-Muasticr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali 666127/37 

Al-Ahli. Abdali 664)64/6 

Italian. AL-Muhajtccn ... 777101/3 
Al-Bashir. J. Ashrafich 7751 1 1/2 6 

Army.SMarka 8916! 1/15 

Ouccn Alb Hospital .... 602240/50 

Affldl Hospital 607155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 
Special Surgery 86SI99 


AIRPORT 


This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at the Ouccn Alia In- 
ternational Airport Td. (08)53200- 
5. where it should always he veri- 
lied. 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Rights 

(Terminal 1) 


•3:40 Abu Dhabi. Doha (GF) 

14:08 Riyadh (SVj 

......... Romc(AZ) 

Pans. Damascus (AF) 

Cairo (MS) 

Dubai (EK) 

Beirut (ME) 

.. Beirut (add) (ME) 

Istanbul (TK; 

■ London (KJ) 

.... Amsterdam (KL) 


17:00 

18:45 

2*35 

21:00 

21:10 

21:25 

23:20 

•030 

01:10 


™rs=r§ssm 

lam (KL) 


Amsterdam 

HUAZ RAILWAY TRAIN 


DEPARTURES 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) 
Flight* 

(Terminal 1) 


MARKET prices 


Vppcrihwcr price in fits per kg. '■ 


04:25 Singapore.. Kuala Lumpur 


(RJ) 


•H5 ; Beirut (Rj) 

‘ 1(1 


05 JO. 


08:15 


ofcse, 


.. Aden I 
Sanaa (RJ) 


-SRI): 

~Pr. Mohammad AIKhaliii 273099 
AlOuds pharmacy ( — ) 


Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Right Information .... 08*53200 
Queen Alia Inll. Airport 08-53200 


ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)9X3323 
Zartja Matronal Hospital 

(09)900560 

I ho Sina Hospital (09)986732 

AI Hikma Modem Hospital 1 09 WWW 
IRISH): 

Princess Rama Hospital (02)275555 

Creek Catholic Hospital (02)272275 

■fhn AI Nafccs Hospital (02)247700 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital (03)314111 


Dhahran (add) (RJ) 

09:45 New Delhi (RJ) 


IfcOS Dhahran. Riyadh RJ) 

10:35 Beirut (RJ) 

10-.35 Muscat. Dubai (RJ) 

II. *00 Colombo (RJ) 

17:45 New York. Amsterdam (RJ ) 


17:50 London (RJ) 

i(RJ) 


St. Mary of Nm rtdi Church 
Swdfieh, Td. 810740 


Min./Max. temp. 

Amman 

Aqaba 


21/34 

27/40 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Yousef Harallah 988075 

Khalifch pharmacy 9854 17 


HOSPITALS 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 


18:39 Cairo. Aqa ha U . 

19*0 Bangkok. Calcutta (RJ) 

19:10 ....... Casablanca, Tunis f RJ) 

19:15 Athens I RJ) 

2*00.... Abu Dhabi. AI 'Ain (RJ) 

20:40 RomcfRJ) 

90:15 Cairo. Aqaba (RJ) 


Dhabi. AJ 'Ain (RJ) 
Toronto. Montreal (RJ) 

■■■.■ •: Rome(Rj) 

... Amsterdam. Chicago (Rj) 

12*0 Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 

[JJ! Paris (RJ) 

Athens (Rj) 

London (RJ) 

51! Pans (add) (Rj) 

■■■ Jeddah (Rj) 

Bahrain. Doha (R|j 

JJ 1 *® ■; Madrid (Rj\ 

AbuDhabi.Diibjj/sj] 

2330 Kuala Lumpur. Jakarta (Rj) 
Bahrain (RJ) 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medial Centre 813813/32 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 


Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

Doha (Q7J 

13-49 Shariqoh fAHj 


Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

Bcinrt <me) 

Damascus. Doha (Q7) 

Abu Dhah. AI 'Ain. Muscat (GF) 
' - Riyadh (SV) 
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Banana 

c “7« 

Cauliflower 

Cucumbers (ia'« c 'j : ; 

Cucumbers (small) ..!" 

Eggplant 

Gariic “■■■ 

Grapes 

Lemon 

Marrow (lar^y;;;;;;*— 

ttss #”* 1 :::: 

Okra 

Onion (diyj 

^pperihoij .!! 

;;;;;;; 

Sweet Melon 

Tomato ... 

Water Melon *"'""" 


... TOfVSOO* 

680 

.620 

... 110/60 
.... 240/140 
... 300200 
. 150/100 
. 280/ 180-. 
... 190/100 

600/500 

... 650/500 
... 450000 
. 600 / 500 
. 150/100' 

. 280/180 
.. 150/100 
..750 / 600 
200/ M0. 

..... 450/300 
..... 800/600 
200/W0 
160/100 , 
.. 380/2804 
...420/300 
.260/180. 

130/80- 

.. 120 /«. 
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Visiting Islamic leader blasts right-wing 
'Jews for opposition to peace treaty 


O (.AFP) — TbeEw 
ovemment is awfc 
:ampaign to undo® 
ovemment orgaE.- 
[NGOs) as it tight 
on democracy. 
tian rights groa; . 
d Wednesday. 


AMMAN (R) — The leader 
pf Israel’s powerful Islamic 
movement on Wednesday 
attacked rightwing Jews for 
*eir protests over Israel- 
Palestine Liberation Organi- 
sation (PLO) peace moves, 
j "The issue of Jerusalem... 
and the protests that are tak- 
ing place could complicate 
ibe peace process " Sheikh 
Abdullah Nimir Darwish, 
head of the largest political 
group among Israel’s 
900,000 Arabs, said during 
his first visit to Jordan. 

• Thousands of rightwing 
Jews protested on Tuesday 
against laraeli-Palcstinian 
peace moves, blocking 
dozens of intersections 
around the country and scuf- 
fling with police. ’ 

Two days earlier, they 
forced Israeli police to close 
Jerusalem’s Haram Ai 
Sharif to all visitors to 
defuse tensions with Muslim 
worshippers. 

“These protests have gone 


beyond their aim... they 
have become a challenge to 
the legitimate government. 
This is a dangerous wanting 
bell," Sheikh Darwish told 
Reuters. 

“The opposition has the 
right to protest but they 
should not strip the govern- 
ment of its right to practice 
its convictions." 

Tuesday’s protests were 
organised by the settler 
group - this is our land 
which has vowed to prevent 
an Israeli troop withdrawal 
from West Bank Arab cities, 
now being negotiated by 
Israel and the Palestine Lib- 
eration Organisation. 

Sheikh Darwish met For- 
eign Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti and may obtain an 
audience with His Majesty 
King Husain. 

He said he also expected to 
meet representatives of Jor- 
dan’s opposition, a coalition 
of 1 1 parties who have 
vowed to peacefully oppose 


peace with Israel. 

They include the Islamic 
Action From party, the 
largest group in parliament. 

Jordan is trying to forge 
links with Arabs in Israel, 
who remained after Israel’s 
creation in 1948, becaose 
officials believe they cun 
play a moderating role in 
Israel’s 1996 elections. 

Two Arab-dominated par- 
ties, long sidelined in Israeli 
political life, won a rare vic- 
tory in parliament in may 
when they forced prime 
minister Yitzhak Rabin to 
freeze an order seizing land 
in Arab East Jerusalem. 

Officials from Darwish’s 
movement said two months 
ago they would not contest 
upcoming elections but the 
front’s followers could vote 
for other Arab parties. 

Its leaders have developed 
close contacts with Muslim 
groups like . Hamas, the 
PLO's main rival in the West 
Bonk. 


J 4 couples to wed in group ceremony 


By Sa’eda Kilani 
Special to the Jordan Times 


Amman — Finding the right 
spouse and the money to enter 
me rite of marriage can be a 
problem these days, but not 
for Jihad and Rani a, Dirar and 
Nadia. Abdul Ghani and Nou- 
jpud. and Abdul Karim and 
Khalidah. 

- All four couples are to get 
married with the help of Al 
Afaf Charitable Society - a 
matchmaking society that 
offers couples financial back- 
ing and marriage counselling. 
.Today they are the first to be 
Mfed in such a group ceremo- 
ny in the Kingdom. 

"We're proud of il” said 
Abdulatif Arabiyyau head of 
Al Afaf Society, who is also a 
member of die Upper House 
of PariiamepL. ."Jhe^eyenr is 
diejust ofits-kinii-antfis con-i 
sidered an achievement for Al r 
Afaf Society." 

Only one weddiDz invita- 
tion card announcing the 
betrothal of all four couples 
was distributed. 


In a simple white and blue 
frame, the card listed the 
names of the brides and 
grooms and the objectives of 
the society as well. 

Al Afaf facilitates marriages 
and conducts studies on mari- 
tal problems and ways of 
solving them. 

The society, established in 
1993, offers its matchmaking 
services free of charge. 

it provides financial support 
in the form of loans in coop- 
eration with the Islamic Bank. 

The loans range between JD 
500 and JD 1,000. All that is 
required of any prospective 
bride or groom is a completed 
application form and a photo. 

Of its 175 founding mem- 
bers, 75 are women. 

A predominantly Islamic 
organisation, Al Afaf also 
‘ e£tt'nds : 1#, gayiqfp to people 
: of .o.iher; religions, adpumstrji- 
’ tojcs.wy. . . 

Today's wedding takes 
place at Al Yannouk Club on 
Al Istiqlal Street, near Al 
Mugheirah Mosque between 
8:00 and 10:00 p.m. 


Save water ; 
every drop 
counts! 


Jordan marks Prophet Mohammad’s birthday 


Amman (Petra) — On the 
occasion of the Prophet 
Mohammad's birthday, cel- 
ebrated throughout the 
Kingdom, His Majesty King 
Hussein received cables of 
good wishes from senior 
government officials includ- 
ing the Prime Minister, the 
speakers of the Upper and 
Lower Houses of Parlia- 
ment and high-ranking army 
officers as well as promi- 
nent public figures and 
heads of private and public 
organisations in Jordan. 

Cables also came from 
kings and heads of state of 
Arab and Islamic nations 
who wished King Hussein 
good health and happiness 
and further progress and 
prosperity for the Jordanian 
people. 

Also on the occasion, 
Amman Municipality 
organised u major ceremony 
at the Hashcmieh square in 
downtown Amman which 
was attended by Senate 
Speaker Ahmad Lawzi and 
Amman Mayor Mamdotih 
Abbadi. 

The ceremony also includ- 
ed canticles by a religious 
group from the ministry. On 
this holy occasion all gov- 
ernment departments and 
public institutions were 
closed Wednesday. They 
will remain closed again 
today as well to mark King 
Hussein's 43rd accession to 
the throne. 



Children from the public schools of Irbid governors te Wednesday entertain family and friends on the occasion or the 
Prophet Mohammad's birthday (Petra photo) 


Expert warns of health risks caused by environmental mishandlin; 


By Marian Nimry 

Special to the Jordan Times 

Amman — Jordan, with its 
limited resources of water 
and cultivable lands, cannot 
afford any degree of w^ter or 
soil pollution, warned an 
environmental expert this 
week. 

At a workshop sponsored 
by the Friedrich-Naumann 
Foundation, Ziad Alawneh, 
programme. ■ manager 
Na^onal . . .Environmental 
Information at the Jordan 
Environment Society (JES). 
said that people need to be 
made aware of the scarcity 
of resources in the environ- 
ment in order for them to 


come to terms with their 
roles and the role of compa- 
nies, institutions and the 
government in preserving 
the earth for the next genera- 
tions." 

The workshop, which pre- 
sented the 30 participants 
from non-governmental 
organisations, ' ministry 
departments and private 
institutions, with environ- 
mental cose studies, was 
entitled - "Environmental 
Education and Case Stud- 
ies." ; . 

According to Programme 
Officer of the Friedrich- 
Naumann Foundation in Jor- 
dan and Lebanon Mariam 
Elawi, the participants dealt 


with pre-selected issues at 
hand, and were asked to 
arrive at solutions to these 
problems. 

The participants were pre- 
sented with two environ- 
mental problems, one of an 
international dimension and 
another on the national 
scale. 

On the national level, they 
dealt with the existing prob- 
lem of the Khirbet Al Samra 
waste water treatment plant. 

Khirbet Al Samra was 
built in 1985 as an immedi- 
ate relief project 

It pours its treated water in 
aquifers and into the King 
Tala! Dam. Although the 
factory is eqnipped to take 


70,000 cubic metres per day, 
it processes 140,000 cubic 
metres per day, according to 
Mr. Alawneh. 

Water at Khirbet Al Samra 
is discharged after 15 days 
.when it should take each 
drop of waste water 44 days 
of treatment, he emphasised. 

That is why, according to 
Mr. Alawneh, waste water 
processed at Khirbet Al 
Samra- is neither ^gppd 
enough for passage! imp ; the 
aquifers nor into the. King 
Talal dam from winch crops 
are being irrigated. 

:, He -said that a draft law 
currently being discussed in 
parliament was a positive 
step but one still below 


expectations. 

"We are happy with the 
draft Jaw that will make the 
present environment depart- 
ment independent of the 
Ministry of Municipal and 
Rural Affairs," said Mr. 
Alawneh, " but the problem 
remains that the main issues 
of water standards, air pollu- 
tion standards and pesticide 
control are not dealt with 
efficiently." " , v 
- Laws eppeeming .the' en vi- 
loninent^have jo-be .-strietly 
.and rigorously applied, and 
access to information 
regarding health problems 
should be made available to 
the public, according to Mr. 
Alawneh. 


The draft law on environ- 
ment has been on the table 
for 13 years, and the only 
reason it is now being 
pushed is due to the Middle 
East and North Africa Eco- 
nomic Summit, and not due 
to a real concern for envi- 
ronmental issues, Mr. 
Alawneh said. 

He added that ii was nec- 
. essjuy f oftr itya Jordan Envi- 
ronment Society (JESUo be 
-given^Bthflpsaiion as a non- 
-. governmental a organisation 
to deal with environmental 
matters in order to raise 
issues and cases, especially 
where people’s health may 
be at risk. 


Jordan opens up to hiking and biking holidays 
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Beatrix Immenkamp 

Special to the Jordan Times 

Amman — For the traveller 
to Jordan interested in first- 
hand experiences of the 
Kingdom's unspoilt nature, 
magnificent landscapes and 
pans of its traditional cul- 
ture, in addition to its histor- 
ical sites, a new kind of 
activity is waiting in the 
south of the country. 

Walking and cycling tours, 
increasingly popular in 
Europe where city dwellers 
with a penchant for outdoor 
activities are looking for an 
escape from traffic and con- 
crete jungles, are now being 
offered to adventure-seekers 
on the route from Pena to 
Aqaba through Wadi Rum. 

So far the only one to offer 
these tours, Nyasi Sbaba'an 
of Nyasi Tours in Petra has 
organised five trips over the 
uast year. 

"From ray work in tourism 
I know that people would 
like to experience something 
different from bus tourism 
along the beaten track", says 
Mr. Sfiaba'an. 

"This is not mass tourism, 
nor is it a cheaper kind of 
tourism," he explains, 
adding that "the people who 
choose to travel like this are 
highly educated and highly 
motivated tourists who are 
looking for the special value 
of being outside and in 
direct touch with nature." 

The hiking trail leads from 
Petra along old Nabatean 
caravan routes through the 
mountains of Shirah, the 
biblical Edom, offering 
magnificent views of deep 
ravines which water has 
crradually edged into the red 
sandstone. Passing along the 
remains of a Roman road 
through Humeima, an 
ancient Nabatean city, the 
route continues into Wadi ' 
vRum, a bizane mixture of 
sandy plains and isolated 
mountains which wind and 
water have covered with 
intricate patterns. 

Wadi Rum and the desert 
track descending to Aqaba 
through wide valleys lined 
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A hiker goes it alone along in a wadi sooth of Petra on the route to Humeima (photo by Beatrix Immenkamp) 


by rugged red granit sum- 
mits are traversed on camel 
back in an attempt to relive 
the tradition of Nabatean 
traders who crossed the 
desen via these long-forgot- 
ten paths. 

Participants delight in the 
experience of spending sev- 
eral days in the open, in 
direct contact with the ele- 
ments, offering them a 
unique chance to discover 
unknown abilities to cope 
without the comforts of 
civilisation. 

A German woman remem- 
bers: "The harshness of 
desert conditions iaught me 
to appreciate the importance 
of the essential'things in life, 
such as water, food and shel- 
ter." 

And an American woman 
adds: "I suddenly felt so 


small and insignificant, 
walking across the arid 
plains with the silhouette of 
Wadi Rum looming in the 
distance. 1 was only relying, 
for a change, on the strength 
of my own legs, so it took 
much longer to get there." 

Lunch breaks with bread 
freshly baked in the embers 
of a small camp fire, eaten in 
the shady shelter of a lonely 
acacia tree, followed by a 
refreshing dip in one of the 
many natural pools, fed by 
the clear waters of a moun- 
tain spring, are among the 
highlights of the day's six to 
eight hour hikes. 

Nights are spent in the 
immediate vicinity of 
Bedouin encampments, 
offering the visitor the 
opportunity to get a first 
hand impression of one of 


the region's traditional 
lifestyles, unchanged to this 
day save for the advent of 
the car and the water tank. 

"It is a chance for the trav- 
eller and the local popula- 
tion to meet, a chance they 
don't get if tourists are caned 
around in buses,' 1 says Mr, 
Shaba'an, himself of 
Bedouin origin. 

City dwellers are amazed 
at the Bedouins' ability to 
adapt to the harshness of 
their environment, exposed 
in their spacious tents woven 
from wool and goat's hair to 
the hot summer sun, cold 
winter nights, sand storms, 
flash floods and rain seeping 
through cracks in the tent's 
canvas. 

The same American tourist 
remains stunned by the 
desert inhabitants' ability to 


communicate with the ani- 
mals who share their habitat: 
”1 saw a herd of camels, and 
I wanted to get closer to 
them. So the Bedouin guide 
offered to call them. I 
thought he was joking, but 
then be started making this 
really unusual noise, and 
suddenly, we were in the 
midst of a herd of 20 camels, 
including their young. This 
was the best pan of my trip." 

A gentle breeze stroking 
the face promises a restful 
sleep under a million stars 
while ihe 4:00 a.m. chill of 
the desert morning makes a 
final snuggle into the depths 
of a sleeping bag all Lhe 
more gratifying for the 
weary traveller. 

The first rays of the sun 
creep over the horizon 
across the desert floor into 


the eyes of the sleeper, and 
the voices of impatient goats 
and sheep demanding fodder 
sound the final morning 
alarm. 

Nights like this amply 
compensate for the pain blis- 
tered feet endure and the 
limited comfort of days 
without modern amenities. 

Goats and sheep, herded 
by Bedouin women clad in 
traditional costume, fre- 
quently dot the landscape. 

Don't be surprised, if, 
throughout the day, you find 
yourself invited to have tea 
in the Bedouin tents which 
line ihe way. 

Other than the well-known 
attractions of Petra and Wadi 
Rum, the route passes 
through the ruins of the city 
of Humeima, founded by the 
Nabataean king, Areias IQ 
(87-52 B.C.). 

The Nabataeans made 
great efforts to construct a 
variety of water installations 
to make maximum use of the 
limited water available in 
the region. The installations 
include dams, reservoirs, 
cisterns and an aqueduct 27 
km long to bring waier from 
the springs of Ein AJ Qana 


and Ein Al Jammam. , 

To this day, the area 
around Humeima is dotted 
with die remains of the old 
water systems. Several cis- 
tern have been restored and 
are still being used by the 
inhabitants of the area today. 

"But Humeima's claim to 
historical fame derives from 
the fact that the Abbasid 
family chose to live there 
during the early 
second/eighth century while 
they plotted their successful 
revolution against the 
Umayyad caliphate in 132 
AH/749-750AD,” explains 
Khairieh 'Amr from the 
Department of Antiquities, 
co-director of the Humeima 
Excavation Project. 

The bicycle route leads 
south from Petra 40 km 
along the King's Highway, 
before it descends into Wadi 
Qana Joining the hiking trail 
along the old Nabatean 
water canal and into Wadi 
Rum. 

Most of the cycling is done 
off-road, with terrain rang- 
ing from gravel tracks and 
dry river beds to hard sand 
surface. 

Occasionally, bikes have 
to be carried past agglomer- 


ations of rocks or patches of 
deep sand. 

Air. Shaba'an talks of the 
importance of bringing 
tourists to areas outside the 
main tourist attractions. "It 
is important for a country 
trying to develop the tourism 
sector to distribute the spoils 
of tourism to everyone, not 
just to the main tour opera- 
tors, the main hotels, the 
JETT bus company and the 
guides. If more people have 
a share in the profits of 
tourism, more people will 
get involved and feel 
responsible for this sector. 
They will understand why 
tourism is so important for 
this coun&y and help to 
build it up." 

Groups have an average 
size of 10-15 participants 
and trips last from five to 
seven days. 

Each group is accompa- 
nied by a Bedouin guide 
from one of the tribes living 
in the area as well as a gov- 
ernment-licensed tour guide. 

Luggage is transported on 
camelback or by jeeps, and 
food, prepared on wood fire 
or gas stoves, is provided. 



A bedouin lent in Humeima (photo by Beatrix Immenkamp) 
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Pyongyang spurns Seoul’s 
overtures, cancels rice talks 


SEOUL (R) — North Korea 
has shelved rice talks with the 
South, accusing a sailor on a 
South Korean rice ship of 
spying, Seoul's Vice* 
Unification Minister Song 
Young-Dae said Wednesday. 

North Korea watchers in 
Seoul said Pyongyang was 
spurning a bid by South 
Korea to achieve a break- 
through in relations by pro- 
viding emergency rice aid to 
the Communist state. 

'Mr. Song told reporters the 
ship, which delivered 5,000 
tonnes of rice, was being 
barred from returning home 
three days after it unloaded 
its cargo at the North Korean 
port of Chongjin. 

“North Korea claims 
(sailor) Lee Yang-Chon's 
photographing at Chongjin 
Port has been found out, 
through his confession, to be 
a premeditated espionage 
activity and an act of pro- 
vocation. " Mr. Song said. 

“The North also notified 
that under these circumst- 
ances. the third round of 
talks could not take place as 
planned." 

The talks, the only existing 
official channel between the 
two rivals, were due to begin 
Thursday in Beijing. 

South Korea had hoped 
the talks would lead to steps 
ending the long-standing con- 


frontation with the North 
along the four kilometre wide 
demilitarisation zone dividing 
the Peninsula, regarded as 
the last cold war frontier. 

“North Korea threw a cold 
blanket on Seoul’s plan to 
forge new relations,” said 
Kim Koo-Seup, chief resear- 
cher on North Korea at 
Seoul's Korea Institute for 
Defence Analysis.’ 

“The North does not want 
any major changes towards 
the south as they suspect 
Seoul seeks to absorb the 
North by increasing contacts 
and exchanges," he said. 

Mr. song said Seoul offi- 
cials were puzzled by the 
North's accusation as person- 
al belonging of the 9,400- 
tonne Samsun Venus' crew, 
including cameras, should 
have been kept in a sealed 
box and they were told not to 
take pictures. 

He demanded the return of 
the ship's 21 crew and said 
Seoul was proposing to the 
North a meeting of repre- 
sentatives to discuss the 
issue. 

The South “is committed 
to the supply of rice to North 
Korea as already agreed but I 
make it clear delay in rice 
supply is unavoidable until 
this case is resolved,” he said. 

At the first round of talks 


in Beijing in June, Seoul 
agreed to supply 150,000 ton- 
.nes of free rice to the North 
to ease what Seoul says is a 
chronic food shortage and to 
improve ties. Half has been 
shipped to the North already. 

Asked if the latest develop- 
ment would mean inter- 
Korean ties would turn for 
the worse," Mr. Song said: 
“It is a hidden, unexpected 
incident. It is not right to link 
this case to the broad picture 
of South-North relations.” 

But South Korea's Yonhap 
News Agency quoted a senior 
official as saying Seoul was 
considering scaling down a 
proposal aimed at improving 
ties with the North on Aug. 
15, the 50th anniversary of 
Korea's independence from 
Japan. 

“North Korea is laying 
cards on the table to use them 
for bargaining with the 
South. It does not want inter- 
Korean ties to develop as 
Seoul wants to see.” said Yu 
Suk-Ryuf. fellow at the Insti- 
tute of Foreign Affairs and 
National Security. 

In the planned Beijing 
talks, senior officials had 
been expected to discuss 
Seoul's additional rice aid to 
the North but the Seoul 
wanted also to dicuss other 
issues. 

North Korea has also 


ignored the South’s call for 
the release of eight fishermen 
whose trawler was seized by a 
North Korean patrol boat off 
the west coast of the peninsu- 
la in May and denounced 
Seoul for arresting the widow 
of a South Korean dissident 
for an illegal trip to Pyon- 
gyang. 

South Korea Wednesday 
expressed its regret over the 
crew member's use of a 
camera, which had led to the 
seizure of the South Korean 
rice ship, officials said. 

A Unification Ministry 
spokesman said the message 
of regret been sent from 
South Korea's top delegate 
for rice relief to the North. 
Vice Finance and Economy 
Minister Lee Suk-Chae, to 
his counterpart Jon Kum- 
Chol. 

The message called for a 
working-level contact Thurs- 
day in Beijing to settle the 
issue, and expressed regret 
over the setback in the imple- 
mentation of (be rice agree- 
ment caused by the incident, 
the spokesman said. 

“It is regrettable that one 
of our crew members took 
pictures by a personal mis- 
take, but both sides will be 
able to bring it to an amicable 
settlement," the message 
said. 


Wife to block Gingrich’s White House bid 


NEW YORK (R) — U.S. 
House of Representatives 
Speaker Newt Gingrich'? 
wife says she would prevent 
him running for president 
and undermine any bid, 
according to a magazine arti- 
cle published Tuesday. 

“I don’t want him to be 
president, and I don’t think 
he should be.” Marianne 
Gingrich said in a Vanity Fair 
article. 

“It's not so much what he’d 


be doing. It's what I'd be 
doing,” she said, adding that 
she did not see her husband 
very much. 

“He can't do it without me. 
I told him if I*m not in 
agreement... it’s easy. I must 
go on the air the next day and 
I undermine everything.” 

The article said Mr. Ging- 
rich, who promotes family 
values, had several affairs 
during his first marriage, may 
be having problems in bis 


second marriage and. has an 
inabDity to keep friends or 
employees. 

The Republican leader has 
not ruled out the possibility 
of tunning for president next 
year, but has so far not made 
his intentions dear. 

Tony Blankley, Mr. Ging- 
rich’s chief spokesman in 
Washington, described the 
artide as “tabloid psycho-- 
babble,” adding: “It’s too 
low on the food chain to 


justify serious comment.” 

The article, written by 
best-selling author Gail 
Sheehy, who wrote Passages, 
quotes a woman who de- 
scribes herself as a former 
mistress of Mr. Gingrich’s in 
the late 1970s calling him 
“morally dishonest.” 

The woman, Anne Hollan- 
der, was quoted as saying she 
had an affair with Mr. Ging- 
rich during his first marriage. 


U.S. senator suggests overhaul of Russia policy 


‘WASHINGTON (AP) — A 
senior Democratic senator 
has suggested, that President 
Bill Qintoa's approach to 
policy toward Russia is based 
on "romantic illusions” and 
should be made more realis- 
tic. 

Despite overtures of 
American friendship and 
assistance, Russia is on an 
independent course. Sen. Bill 
Bradley said, refusing to shed 
its nationalism and some- 
times taking disagreeable 
positions in world affairs. 

Sen. Bradley, a 17 -year 
Senate veteran, usually con- 
centrates on domestic issues, 
specialising in tijp economy 
and the aging. But he is a 
student of foreign affairs, has 
made four speeches recently 
on Russia and frequently 
addresses trade issues, China 
and Japan. Some Democrats 
have promoted him as a 


potential post-Ginton pres- 
idential candidate. . ... 

In a*, talk Tuesday. :Sa-> a 
■private foreign policy, group. 
Sen. Bradley cited Russia's 
opposition to sanctions 
against Serbia, its agitation to 
remove sanctions against Iraq 
and a claim it can change a 
treaty with the United States 
setting limits on tanks and 
other, conventional forces. 

“Absent romantic illusions, 
these kinds of rumblings 
could have been antici- 
pated,” he said. “That's what 
. clearheaded contingency 
planning is all about. It just 
wasn't realistic that a con- 
tinental nation would re- 
nounce its independent fore- 
ign policy simply because it 
had shed its empire." 

Sen. Bradley, a Rhodes 
Scholar and former profes- 
sional basketball player, 
noted that the romantic 


movement in art and litera- 
ture 'of. the late 18th and early 
19th centuries replaced 1 hard 
analysis with powerful -emo- 
tions.- * • 

“Whereas literary roman- 
tics created profoundly mov- 
ing ait, diplomatic romantics 
spawned unrealistic expecta- 
tions,'’ Sen. Bradley said. 

In his 15-page speech, he 
proposed a more focused 
approach to Russia, one in 
which he said the United 
States should riot act as a 
“cheerleader" for President 
Boris Yeltsin or Prime Minis- 
ter Viktor Chernomyrdin. 

First, he said, the United 
States should deal with Rus- 
sia’s most pressing problem, 
the environment, and target a 
large portion of U.S. assist- 
ance toward, making Russia 
healthier. He dted a George- 
town University study that 
found life expectancy among 


Russian men dropped from 
>4.9 ys3is ,10-4987, to 58^ Lin 
.1993v,vrithrithe Russian ^gov- 
ern meat repotting. 4 -decline 
to 57 years.-today.: . . * 

To begin with. Sen. Brad- 
ley called for attacking air 
pollution, and not .by laun- 
ching more feasibility studies 
and paying consultants, plan- 
ners and “other scientific 
tourists." Money would be 
better spent, he said, buying 
and installing scrubbers and 
equipment to monitor their 
effectiveness. 

“Our current assistance 
portfolio fells tragically short 
of the mark," Sen. Bradley 
said. “American assistance in 
Russia is long oh rhetoric and 
short on impact. Billions of 
dollars are promised to Rus- 
sians, hundreds of millions go 
into the pockets of American 
consultants, and pennies 
reach Russia.” 


British MPs warn against hasty NATO expansion 


LONDON (R) — A commit- 
tee of British members of 
Parliament warned Wednes- 
day against over-hasty expan- 
sion of NATO, saying such a 
move could merely extend 
insecurity. 

But the all-party House of 
Commons Defence Commit- 
tee said it would be prudent 
to plan on the basis that some 
Central and Eastern Euro- 
pean (CEE) countries will 
join the alliance within 10 
years. 

In a report on the future of 
the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation iNATO). the 
committee noted that under 
Article 5 of the treaty, 
NATO countries were 
obliged to provide military 
support to a member facing 
an external threat. 

But it said none of the 
potential applicant countries 
faced an immediate threat of 
this nature, and none would 
bring positive military be- 
nefits to the Western, 
alliance. 

“The worst outcome for ail 
European countries would be 
an extension of NATO with- 
out the means or the will to 
fulfil the Article 5 guarantee. 
Far from projecting security, 
it would be extending in- 
security.” the report said. 

“It is our judgment that the 
allies as a whole and indi- 
vidually needed more time ... 
before a whole-hearted Arti- 
cle 5 guarantee could ge- 
nuinely be given.” 

The committee said it 
would be useful to fix target 
dates for countries to join 
NATO. 

It added: “It would ... be 
• gratis :i plan on the 
as?u.T.r.'Jo r. that NATO will 
have beer, extended to in- 
clude several CEE countries 
... by i-’.s early years of the 
rlrst decade of next century at 


the latest — that is, within 10 
years.” 

Looking at likely appli- 
cants, the report said the 
Visegrad group — Poland, 
Hungaiy and the Czech and 
Slovak Republics — had 
much to do "before they can 
‘ be objectively judged as like- 
ly to contribute positively ro 
North Atlantic security." 

Bulgaria and Romania de- 
served similar consideration 
to the Visegrad countries, it 
added. 

Of the Baltic states, the 
report said: “There is some 
way to go before it would be' 
practicable in military terms, 
let alone political ones, to 
contemplate membership of 
NATO." 

It said the West should 
avoid extending NATO in 
such a way as to -so isolate 
Ukraine that it was "corral- 
led back into the Russian GS 
(Commonweath of Indepen- 
dent States iStates). system.” 

Meanwhile the U.S. De- 
fence Department 
announced Tuesday that 
U.S. saiton- and Marines 
will link up with Russian 
naval forces in a disaster- 
relief exercise this month in 
Hawaii. 

The exercise, dubbed 
“Cooperation From The Sea 
1995 and commanded by the 
U.S. Pacific Command in 
Hawaii, will be held on Aug. 
27-31. the first of its kind in 
U.S. waters. 

The exercise culminates in 
a combined amphibious land- 
ing of U.S. Marines and Rus- 
sian naval infantry in the 
vicinity- of the Marine Corps 
base at Kaneohe Bay. 

The Russians will remain 
in Hawaii after the exercise 
to participate in the 50th 
anniversary commemoration 
of V-J Day, the end World 


War II in the Pacific. 

Soldiers from 14 former 
Soviet Bloc countries joined 
British. Canadian and U.S. 
forces Tuesday for the first 
NATO-sponsored peacekeep- 
ing exercise in North Amer- 
ica. 

U.S. Defence Secretary 
William Perry, welcoming 
Eastern European members 
of NATO's Partnership for 
Peace, said the end of the 
cold war allowed Europe to 
build peace in democracy. 

“Now we have the chance 
to finish what General 
(George) Marshall started — 
to create a safe environment 
in which democracy can 
thrive,” he said, referring to 
the Marshall Plan to rebuild 
Europe after World War II. 

Albania, Bulgaria, the 
Czech Republic, Estonia, 
Hungary, Kyrgyzstan, Lat- 
via. Lithuania, Poland. 
Romania, the Slovak Repub- 
lic, Slovenia, Ukraine and 
Uzbekistan sent 970 soldiers 
10 take part in the 18-day 
exercise. 

“Troops of these 14 na- 
tions used to be standing in 
confrontation with NATO 
and now are training with 
soldiers from NATO mem- 
bers,” Mr. Perry said. “We 
are trying to buiid a new 
balance of trust.” 

The 14 former Communist 
states belong to the two-year- 
old partriership for Peace, a 
security arrangement linking 
them to NATO that could be 
a first step towards full mem- 
bership in the. Western 
alliance. «... 

Russia signed up for an 
individual partnership prog- 
ramme with NATO on May 
31 after months of hesitation 
rooted in its opposition to the 
eastward expansion of 
NATO. 

Mr. Perry said Russia 


would conduct two training 
sessions with U.S. forces la- 
ter this year. NATO- sources 
said the sessions were bilater- 
al and Russia bad not signed 
up for any of the Partnership 
for Peace exercises to be held 
this year. 

The exercise at Fort Polk, 
called Cooperative Nugget 
95, is the sixth held under the 
Partnership for Peace and the 
first such NATO-sponsored 
exercise in North America. It 
involves more than 3,700 
military and civilians at the 
Joint Readiness Training 
Centre in west-central 
Louisiana. 

British Field Marshal 'Sir 
Richard Vincent, who chairs 
the NATO military commit- 
tee, said the goal of the exer- 
cise is to foster cooperation 
and understanding among the 
multinational units, as well as 
to learn more effective 
methods of conducting huma-. 
nitarian and peacekeeping 
tasks. 

“I would hope each of you 
will take this time to under- 
stand a little more about each 
other while you are here,” he 
said at the welcoming cere- 
mony. 

To open the two-week ex- 
ercises. the U.S. army's Gol- 
den Knights parachute de- 
monstration team performed, 
trailing pink smoke from 
their parasails as they did 
aerobics and landing on 
target^ in front of a band- 
stand. 

A U.S. Navy band from 
New Orleans played as pla- 
roons of soldiers from each of 
the countries represented 
marched past. The soldiers 
wore fatigues, and some 
sported distinctive ber?ts. 
such as blue for Romania, 
red for Albania and black for. 
the United Kingdom. 


Murayama rejects criticism of reshuffle 

NAGASAKI, Japan (R) - “I want to establish a firm is \ of 
Prime Minister Tomiichi policy for creating this new , seek a complete chang 


Murayama rejected criticism party at the (Socialist Party) 
of his cabinet reshuffle convention” slated for mid- 


Wednesday and tried to sal- 
vage the fortunes of his bat- 
tered Socialist Party by prop- 
osing a merger with its small 
ally. 

Mr. Murayama’s talk of a 
party merger came a day 
after he reshuffled his 
cabinet, a move widely seen 
as felling well short of the aim 
of bolstering his three-way 
coalition which suffered a set- 


September, Mr. Murayama 
said. '“The gathering of liber- 
al forces (into a single party) 
is a global trend.” 

Japan’s media and opposi- 
tion unanimously criticised 
Mr. Murayama’s cabinet 
reshuffle as a “farce” with no 
purpose and little future. 

The main charges were 
that the reshuffle was cosme- 
tic and failed to address 


back in upper house elections Japan's economic problems 
last month. and that it was dominated by 

Mr. Murayama repeated the LDP's internal politics. 
Wednesday that the job of “Murayama lacked a sense 
the new cabinet was to of purpose and clear vision in 


Wednesday that the job of “Murayama lacked a sense 
the new cabinet was to of purpose and clear vision in 
address economic issues, in- forming a new cabinet,” the 
eluding a second sup- Yomiuri newspaper said in an 
plementary budget to boost- editorial, 
sluggish economic recovery. “I* is not in the least bit 
Mr. Murayama reD laced clear what the reshuffle was, 


sluggish economic recovery. ' It is not in the least bit 
Mr. Murayama replaced clear what the reshuffle was, 
most of his cabinet members for,” said the influential Asa- 
but kept bis foreign, trade hi newspaper. 


leadership. 

Mr. Murayama rejected 
criticism that die reshuffle 
was influenced by the LD" 
leadership question. This 
had nothing to do with the 
new cabinet,” he said 
Wednesday. 

Mr. Murayama said the 
proposed member . of the 
Socialists and Sakigake was 
designed to create a “third 
bloc” besides the two large 
conservative political parties, 
the LDP and the opposition 
Shinshinto (New Frontier 

Pa J3ter Muravama scrapped 
the Socialist Party's leftist 
tenets last year, the party was 
in danger of being swept 
away in the next general elec- 
tions unless it changed its 
name and merged with 
••liberal” forces, political 
analysts said. 


but kept bis foreign, trade hi newspaper. analysts said. 

and finance ministers in an Even before the dust from 

attempt tc preserve the deK- the reshuffle settled, the LDP Mr- 

cate balance among his was dividing into nval camps b a* e ^ “J 1 rf^^doso 

Socialists, the powerful ahead of the Sept. 22 party mid-1997 but he ^n do so 

Liberal Democratic Party elections to choose its presi- anytJ me But e^lypoU^were 

(LDP) and Sakieake. dent. jncreasingly “"likely because 


Mr. Murayama does not 
have to call elections until 
mid-1997 but he can do so 


(LDP) and Sakigake. 

“We must step up coopera- 
tive ties with Sakigake with 
the aim of creating a new 
party,” Mr. Murayama told a 
news conference in Nagasaki, 
where be attended a memo- 
rial service marking the 50th 
anniversary of the world’s 
second atomic bombing. ' 


• Foreign minister and in- 
cumbent LDP bead Yohei 
Kano will face popular Trade 
Minister Ryu taro Hash i mo- 
re. 

“The LDP is getting a bad 
press from the reshuffle,” 
said Kazuya Ishibashi,. a 
Hashimoto supporter. “This 


of the ruling camps poor 
showing in upper house elec- 
tions last month. 

In that election, the Social- 
ists won only 16 of the 126 
seats contested, its woTSt- 
ever performance. Finance 
Minister Takemura’s Saki- 
gake won only three seats. 


Release of Kennedy documents, blocked 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
The FBI is opposing a deci- 
sion by an independent board 
examining materials related 
to President John Kennedy's 
assassination to - release 25 
documents from the bureau’s 
files, officials from the Assas- 
sination Records Review 
Board said. 

The documents contain 


classified information about 
informants and contacts that 
agents from the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation 
(FBI) have had with foreign 
governments. 

The board voted last week 
to fully release the docu- 
ments which have been pre- 
viously made available but 
only with sections blocked 
out. 


Tom Samoluk, spokesman 
for the panel whidi reviews 
records that agencies want to 
keep secret for possible re- 
lease, said Tuesday the FBI 
had notified the board of its 
intention to appeal the deci- 
sion to President Bill Clinton. 

Mr. Clinton was to make a 
final decision on their release 
by Aug. 30. 


U.S. wants restraints on arms sales 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
The United States is working 
t p set up ‘ a new dub of 
arms- trading nations that will 
prevent weapons from falling 
into the wrong hands and 
bring Russia's unchecked De- 
fence. Industry . jntp. the fold. 

•would 'for ;the < grst.jjjme in 
history establish “ global 
rules for world sales of war- 
planes, tanks and other con- 
ventional weapons. 

It would replace the cold- 
war era COCOM regime that 
for 45 years allowed Western 
countries to control the flow 
of weaponry and technology 
to the former East Bloc. 

Negotiators from 23 coun- 
tries comprising the defunct 
Coordinating Committee for 
Multilateral Export Controls 
(COCOM) head for a key 
meeting next month in 
Europe that for the first time 
will be attended by a repre- 
sentative from Russia. 

“The next meeting will be* 
an important one,” says 
Martha Harris, deputy assis- 
tant secretary' of state for ’ 
export controls. 

“It will set the context and 
the direction for further mea- 
sures that will allow us to 
inaugurate the new regime.” 

Negotiations on the new 
aims control regime hit an 
impasse last year over U.S. 
demands that Russia disclose 


information concerning its 
weapons sales to Iran, one 
of the four countries the Un- 
ited States is seeking to kick 
out of the international arms 
market. 

But that hurdle was re- 
moved in late June following 

^^OTe^and Russian Minis- 
ter' Viktor Chernomyrdin in 
Moscow in which Russia 
pledged to stop selling arms 
to Iran once existing con- 
tracts expire. 

Russia’s cooperation on 
Iran won it a place in the new . 
arms control organisation 
■ and the promise of new 
markets for its cash-hungry 
defence industry. 

The United States is hop- 
ing that Russia's entry into 
the new club will lead to 
tightened controls over the 
flow of weapons from its fac- 
tories to world trouble spots. 

“Bringing the Russians in 
represents a gamble,” says 
military expert Jed Snyder 
from the Institute for Nation- 
al Strategic Studies, a Penta- 
gon think tank. “It’s having 
the devil inside as opposed to 
outside.” 

Industry experts note that 
it- will be difficult for mem- 
bers to agree on a list of 
countries to which arms sales 
should be banned. 

‘There is still a lot of 
disagreement on who the bad 
guys are,” says Joel Johnson, 
vice president of the Aero- 


U.K. press warns men away from Diana 


LONDON (R) — The British 
media issued a warning 10 
married men after Princess 
Diana — once deemed a 
model wife — was branded a 
femme fatale for her close 
friendships with the opposite 
sex. t 

While Buckingham Palace 
is used to had publicity, cour- 
tiers say they do not know 
what to do about the crip- 
plingly shy girl who grew into 
an elegant young mother hut 
is now being portrayed as 
dangerous to know. 

Since her marriage to 
Prince Charles collapsed, ihc 
media have scrambled for 
any glimpse into Princess Di- 
ana’s love life, often taking 
her side and admonishing the 
heir to the throne for letting 
their fairytale union turn 
sour. 

But now. the tide might 
finally be turning us papers 
say Princess Diana’s latest 
friendship, this time with En- 
gland rugby captain Will 
Carling, shows Princess Di- 
ana is a grown-up woman 
with girlish crushes, constant- 
ly drawn to other women's 
men. 

”Is this woman trouble?” 
asked the Evening Standard. 

• Princess Diana has 
chosen yet another married 
man as the target of her 
attention.” the Sun scolded. 
”Di seeks admirers she can 
control... and loves (thel 
thrill of phone secrets.” 
“Kaepyour distance. Will.” 
was the Independent's wurn- 


ing. 

Carling, who is married, 
denied that he and the prin- 
cess were anything more than 
just-good friends. 

He is seeking legal advice 
after a ‘ Sunday newspaper 
story alleged the couple ahd 
regular covert meetings and 
spoke by phone two or three 
times a* day. giggling on a 
secret line. 

The stories claimed the two 
shared affectionate nick- 
names — she was •‘boss” to 
his "captain” ~ and had 
exchanged cute gifts. 

It is a familiar pattern. 

Oliver Houre. James Gil- 
hey. James Hewitt... Princess 
Diana has been friends wiih 
lots of men since her separa- 
tion. ail married or spoken 
for. all handsome in a classic- 
al sort of way. 

Just as often, there have 
been newspaper stories of 
secret phone calls, sugary 
nicknames and playful pre- ' 
sents. 

'it is a pattern we have 
seen before with Diana — 
and Will Carling should be- 
ware.” wrote Anna Paster- 
nak.- whose book Princess In 
Love chronicled Princess Di- 
ana's relationship with 
Hewitt. 

"Warning bells should 
have rung reminders of her 
past infatuations.” 

She said the “fatal attrac- 
tion” of romancing a prin- 
cess. though hard to resist, 
should he avoided at alt costs. 

The Sun even studied Prin- 


cess Diana's apparent obses- 
sion with the phone as her 
medium of choice and re- 
C'ealed what it said was the 
psychology behind her desire 
for trysts'wich men she knows 
can never be hers. 

-"As a child, the only form 
of communication she had 
with her mother was by tele- 
phone. So it's hardly surpris- 
ing that she regard it as a 
device for receiving affec- 
tion.” said the paper. "It is 
the security blanket she 
needs to cope with life.” 

Married men. the Sun said, 
are^ not only discreet and 
doting companions, they are 
also a safe net for a coquette 
who craves poer after losing 
control of so much in her life'- 

"At the age of 34. she has 
at las! learned how to pj ;lv 
the game without settine 
hurt." said the tabloid. 

While there mav be public 
sympathy for Princess Diana 
— nobody knows if there will 
ever he a divorce, let ulnne 
the chance for a second stab 
at marriage — there is 
mounting impatience too. 

In an open letter to Prin- 
cess Diana, the Independent 
reflected on the lent* line uf 
friendships — however inno- 
cent. the relations have often 
ended in tear. — and urged 
the princess to crow up" 

"I'm sure thine men are 
little more # than modish 
accessories." it said. **i,\ 
time to quit the petty pilfer- 
ing and find someone "vou can 
actually call your own.” 


n autics Industries Associa- 
tion. 

The United States has 
proposed a black list of four 
countries: Iran, Iraq, North 
Korea and Libya but Japan, 
for instance, opposes efforts 
to push .Iran out of the global 
defence market. 

, . Russia -has upheld -U.N. 
sanctions against Iraq; North 
Korea and Libya but its con- 
tracts with* Iran for combat 
planes, battle tanks and sub- 
marines are in force up until 
the year 2000. 

The U.S. administration’s 
push for restricting arms sales 
comes as the opposition- 
dominated Congress pre- 
pares to consider changes to 
an export control law so as to 
replace some of the refer- 
ences to COCOM.. 

A Senate committee is 
planning hearings on the Ex- 
port Administration Act, a 
key legislation that outlines 
procedures for the approval 
of sales of conventional arms. 

“If Congress doesn’t see a 
multilateral system in place 
to help police the situation, 
then it will be enclined to give 
the administration less discre- 
tion,” says Johnson. 

Experts were to meet in 
working groups following the 
September meeting and the 
new world body could be 
inaugurated as early as the 
beginning of 1996, according 
to some officials. 


Town’s ban on 

satellite dishes 

sparks anger 

parts (R) — - A ban on . 
^dividual', satellite dishes im- ; 
posed 00 a fast-growing Pam 
suborb • has angered the 
town's immigrant fanuhes 
and triggered a threat pf a 
lawsuit from antenna instal- 
lers. The National Associa- 
tion of Television Reception 
Professionals (ANPRET) . 
said ft would challenge the 
decision by Cotutxraronnes , 
Mayor Guy Briantais to pro- 
hibit individuals from 
attaching dishes to their 
apartment blocks. Mr. Brian, 
tais, in an order issued fete 
last month, justified the ban 
on “aesthetic and safety? 
grounds, arguing the dishes 
were unsightly and could 
cause injury if they fell as a 
result of strong winds. 
ANPRET called the order 
unjust and illegal- “French 
law guarantees freedom of 
reception. The mayor cannot 
oppose the installation of- an 
individual antenna,” associa- 
tion President Cedric Davy ' - 
said in the statement. The 
order was particularly irritat- ; 
ing to families of Turkish and 
North African origin who de- 
pend on the dishes to view 
entertainment and news ■ 
programmes in their native 
languages. The town of j 
13,000 people is served by 
cable televirion system, but I 
the cable carries no North ! 
African or Turkish channels l 
though many families rely on j 
such broadcasts to keep in 
touch with their cultural 
roots. 


Malaysian state . 
to witness total 
solar eclipse* 

KUWALA LUMPUR (AP) 
— A total solar eclipse will be 
seen from two parts of-an 
eastern state on Oct. 24, tbp 
first such occurrence in 
Malaysia in 15 years, a news 
agency reported. The edipsp 
would begin in West Asia axri 
move across India, Thailand, 
Cambodia and Vietnam be- 
fore seen in Malaysia, -Bema- 
ma news agency said, quoting 
Marian Othman, chief of the 
space science division. The 
fell eclipse will be viriiite'iqr 
2 minutes and 1G~ seconds 
over ttie Kudat ari&Sandakap 
areas of Sabah "state, M?. 
Mazlan said. In other parts of 
the state, on Borneo Island, 

the ec&pse will be 95 to 99 pqr 

cent, she said. In mainland 
Malaysia, the* eclipse wfll bc 
between 68 and 78 per cent, 
Mr. Mazlan was quoted a$ 
saying. She said the space 
division will record the event# 1 } 
on videotape and film. 
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China approves 1 
Rape Of Nanjing * 
war film 

BEIJING (R) — China’s film 
industry administration has 
approved tihe release of a film 
on the bloody 1937 rape of 
Nanjing by Japanese soldiers 
in the time for the 50ttt 
anniversary of Japan’s sari 
render, filmmakers said. 7 he 
Rape Of Nanjing, by director 
Wu Ziniu, would have its 
premiere this week in .the 
central Chinese city where 
Japanese troops massacred 
an estimated 300,000 peoph? 
m late 1937, Mr. Wu’s wife; 
Cima Xiaojia, said by tele- 
phone. Mrs. Gnu said she 
was delighted the film would 
have its first official showing 
in Nanjing, capital of China 
when invading Japanese 
armies swept across the coon= 
try in 1937. Work on the film; 
•Kiting 25 million yuan .($3 
mdlion), began in ApriL^j ’ 1 
1994, and filming finished in 
Mardi after 107 days in Nauj: 
ing. The goal had been for a 
simultaneous premiere- ’in 
China and abroad on Aog^ 

. ’ hut the date for interna-' 
donal release had yet to be 
decided, Mrs. Qma said. The 
massacre was the single worst 
atrocity of the Japanese' 
occupation of much of China 
from 1931 to 1945 and occur- 
red more than six weeks after 
its army captured Nanjing in 
December 1937. On the 
worst day, Dec. 18, which » ' 
shown in the film, 57,OOQ ■ 
people were killed in one 
of the dty. Mr. Ka, 
801015 actresS 
scs from Japan and a rimft afr 
number from Taiwan andT 
thousands of extras to? 
anjmg for filming at srtes^ 
where the killings took placed 
he mam characters arc a? 
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EASTERN SLAVONIA ON ALERT Serbian volunteer sol- 
diers of Serb commander Arkan’s special forces calkd ‘"The 
Tigers,” observe (he enemy Ones from trenches in Eastern 
Slavonia. Serbs in eastern Slavonia, the Serb-occupied area 


since the beginning of the win- in the former Yugoslavia, are 
preparing for a possible Croat attack to take back this 
region (AFP photo) 


Russians, Chechens deadlocked over PoW release 
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GROZNY, Russia (Agen- 

• cies) — Russian and Chechen 
j peace negotiators failed 

.Wednesday to resolve a dis- 
pute blocking a prisoner ex- 
change. further delaying im- 
plementation of a fragile 
military accord. 

Chechen military com man - 
' der Aslan Maskhadov told 
reporters “now the problem 
is that the Russians are de- 
manding the release of 54 
prisoners but we have only 
seven.” 

“We proposed exchanging 
all those held by each side, 
and searching for the others 
•later, releasing them as we 
-find them — Russians and 
"Chechens. The Russian side 
“has not yet agreed with that.” 

AkJhiad Idigov, a senior 
-member of the Chechen 
'separatist delegation, said the 

• Russians had Been handed a 
list of some 1,300 missing 

• Chechens. 

'* Under the 1 military accord 
signed on July 30, a complete 
■exchange of prisoners was 
^Jue to have taken place by 
^Monday.' 

*■ Mr. Migov “said the Rus- 
r sian delegation needed to 
consult with Moscow “and 
•we will await the answer." 

•• Interfax News Agency 
^quoted the spokesman for 
'Russian forces in Chechenya, 
Alexander Georgiyev, as 
•saying that the prisoners row 
tneant the whole peace pro- 
cess "is under threat of stall- 

However, the military talks 
were set to continue Thurs- 
day. Talks at expert level on 
the political aspects of the 


Chechenya conflict, which 
were suspended for two days, 
were also due to resume 
Thursday. 

Mr. Idigov said the 
Chechen separatist delega- 
tion had complained to the 
Russians for having increased 
the amount of military equip- 
ment they had deployed in 
the breakaway republic. 

“The Russians have in- 
creased their milirary equip- 
ment and posts here,” de- 
spite the military accord, he 
told AFP. 

Mr. Idigov said the 
Chechen delegates came 
under fire from a Russian 
military post late Tuesday as 
they were rralieving in con- 
voy between the villages of 
Gekhi and Valerik southwest 
of the devastated Chechen 
capital Grozny. Nobody was 
injured. 

"We had to stop and sort it 
out. They had aimed at our 
vehicles.” he said. 

The military accord calls 
for the separatist fighters to 
be disarmed -and for self- 
defence units of up to 25 men 
carrying small aims to be set 
Up in each village. . At: the 
same time, most Russian 
troops are to withdraw. 

The accord stipulates that 
Russia will keep one brigade 
of Interior Ministry troops 
and one motorised brigade of 
federal army troops in 
Chechenya. 

General Anatoly Roma- 
nov, commander of Russian 
forces in Chechenya, said 
Wednesday the Russian side 
was “concerned about the 
provocative activities (of 


separatist fighters) in many 
regions.” 

“The military accord is 
being interpreted incorrectly. 
Many armed Chechen fight- 
ers are entering regions, 
occupying buildings. Repre- 
sentatives of the delegations 
will now be sent to son out 
the situation on the spot,” he . 
said. 

Mr. Maskhadov said he 
held discussions Tuesday 
with Chechen fighters in Sha- 
ll and the Nadterechny dis- 
trict "so that there are no 
more provocative actions by 
our aae." 

“I think this will lead to the 
desired results,” he added. 

The Nadterechny district,' 
northwest of Grozny, is a 
stronghold of the 'Chechen 
opposition to separatist lead- 
er Dzhokhar Dudayev. 

ITAR-TASS news agency 
reported that two Russian 
soldiers were killed and 
several injured when they 
stepped on a mine after com- 
ing under heavy fire over- 
night in Grozny. 

Between 15,000 and 1 304)00 
people "Have 'died, ' according 
to various estimates, since 
Russian troops stormed into 
Chechenya on Dec. 11 to 
crush a three-year secession- 
ist movement led by Mr. 
Dudayev. 

A fragile ceasefire has 
been in effect since June 20/ 

Meanwhile, after several 
weeks of helping police to 
patrol Moscow streets, 3,000 
paratroopers are leaving the 
city, officials said Tuesday. 

City authorities called for 
reinforcements in June after 


Chechen rebels seized several 
hundred hostages in southern 
Russia and threatened more 
acts of terrorism to demand 
an end to the war in 
Chechenya. 

Paratroopers, some of 
them fresh from combat in 
Chechenya, were deployed at 
roads, power plants, rail sta- 
tions and bridges in Moscow. 
Their armoured vehicles 
were parked near police road 
posts where major highways 
entered the city. 

Last week's signing of a 
partial agreement between 
federal government and 
Chechen rebels reduced the 
danger of terrorist attacks in 
Moscow. 

City government Saturday 
decided that no further help 
from the army was needed, 
said Sergei Bogdanov, a 
spokesman for the Moscow 
branch of the Federal Secur- 
ity Service. 

"We only accompanied 
policemen, and were used for 
our physical force," said a 
duty officer at the paratroop- 
ers’ headquarters ^Moscow. 
Most of the paratroopers left 
,Moscow during the weekend, 
he said. 

. Police officials, however, 
said the paratroopers were 
useful. 

"Nothing bad has hap- 
pened in Moscow while they 
were here.” said Moscow 
police spokeswoman Lydia 
Lagutkina. 

The very presence of para- 
troopers, wearing their ’ dis- 
tinctive blue berets, gave 
people a sense of security, 
she added. 
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NEW DELHI (AFP) — 
More than 100 people were 
jjijured here Wednesday 
when tens of thousands of 
members of a breakaway fac- 
tion of India’s ruling Con- 
gress (I) Party clashed with 
police during an attempt to 
storm parliament. 

Riot police used tear gas. 
water cannons and sreel- 
tipped canes to repulse de- 
monstrators who smashed 
through steel barricades and 
trie'd to rush parliament to 
demand the resignation of 
Prime Minister P.V. Nara- 
simha Rao, witnesses said. 

_ The estimated 30,000 pro- 
testers were dispersed by ab- 
out 4,000 members of the 
Rapid Action Force, a para- 
military police force, after a 
street battle during which the 
were pelted with 
bdrrles and flower 
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suffered injuries in the hour- 
long free-for-all about one 
kilometre from the down- 
town parliament building. 
Several journalists and 
passers-by were also hurt- 
Many of the injured suf- 
fered broken arms and legs. 
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people were seen bleeding 
from the head after being 
clubbed by the police or hit 
by stones and other objects. 

Hundreds of shoes and 
sandals lay strewn on the 
ground following the clash 
. along with piles of blood- 
stained clothes and over- 
turned steel barricades. 

Arjun Singh and Narain 
Dutt Tiwari, two of the orga- 
nisers of the protest, were 
borh blasted from close range 
by water cannons and briefly 
detained by police, witnesses 
said. 

Mr. Singh, who quit the 
government in December 
and was expelled from the 
Rao-icd Congress two 
months later, accused the 
police of heavy-handed hand- 
ling of the protest, saying the 
police action was "unpro- 
voked and an act of cowar- 
dice.” 

Mr. Tiwari announced 
plans to stage a 24-hour "si- 
lent proresr" and tied a blue 
towel over his mouth, a form 
*of protest frequently used by 
Indian independence hero 
Mahatma Gandhi. 

In parliament, a member 
of Mr. Singh and Mr. Tiwar- 


i’s breakaway faction of the 
Congress Party denounced 
the police and demanded an 
inquiry into what he de- 
scribed as a police assault on 
"peaceful party workers." 

Shiv Charan Mathur, a 
member of the so-called "re- 
bel Congress, said the police 
dubbing of the demonstra- 
tors had been “merciless." 

Before reaching parlia- 
ment. the demonstrators held 
a rally in a park to denounce 
the Rao government and de- 
mand the prime minister's 
resignation. 

“Rao’s leadership is non- 
charismaric and non- 
articulate,” said Mr. Tiwari 
to chants of "down with 
Rao." “He should resign im- 
mediately." 

Mr. Tiwari, a veteran 
politician from Uttar 
Pradesh. India’s most popu- 
lous state, slammed the eco- 
nomic reforms begun by Mr. 
Rao after taking power in 
June 1991. 

"The globalisation polides 
of the government are not 
taking us in the right direc- 
tion," said Mr. Tiwari, who 
was elected president of the 
breakaway Congress at a ral- 
ly held here in May. 


Speaking on the 53rd 
anniversary of the "Quit In- 
dia" movement launched by 
Mahatma Gandhi to bring 
about an end to British rule. 
Mr. Tiwari accused Mr. Rao 
of selling India out to multi- 
nationals in the name of 
economic liberalisation. 

"The law and order situa- 
tion in the country is worsen- 
ing and there is blatant cor- 
ruption." Mr. Tiwari added. 
"Spiralling inflation has spelt 
doom for the 550 million 
people below the poverty 
line." 

Arjun Singh said Mr. Rao 
was incapable of leading the 
Congress. India's oldest poli- 
tical party, to victory in a 
general election that has to 
be held before May of next 
year. 

"Narasimha Rao has total- 
ly betrayed rhe ethos of this 
great organisation (the Con- 
gress) and brought the coun- 
try to a very sorry pass," he 
said. 

Mr. Tiwari. the breakaway 
Congress leader, told the 
crowd: "We are here to re- 
■ new the pledges taken during 
the independence movement 
and work for the nation and 
the re-birth of the Congress.” 
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l Air force helicopters and 
fighter jets, parachute teams 
and mobile armoured col- 


umns were pan of the prog- 
ramme, which included per- 
formances by schoolchildren 
and community represepta- 
tives. 

A spectacular fireworks 
display was to top off the 
festivities watched by Presi- 
dent Ong Teng Cheong, 
Prime Minister Goh Chok 
Tong, his cabinet colleagues 
and members of parliament. 

The caparity 16,000-strong 
crowd reserved the biggest 
applause for the arrival of 
Senior Minister and elder 
statesman Lee Kuan Yew, 
71. 

The small island was a 


sleepy trading port populated 
mostly by Chinese, Malay 
and Indian migrants and their 
descendants when it split 
from Malaysia in 1965. 

Thirty years later, it is a 
thriving regional financial 
and industrial hub ranked 
among the 10 richest nations 
in terms of its citizens's pur- 
chasing power, awaiting gra- 
duation to rhe ranks of de- 
veloped nations next year. 

Prime Minister Goh out- 
lined Singapore’s economic 
achievements and the chai- 
lenges facing it in a tradition- 
al address on the eve of 
national day. 


The 54-year-old premier 
said Singapore was "not yet 
truly developed" and urged 
citizens to work harder and 
not slacken, waiting that 
"the going will get tougher.” 

“We are still behind the 
developed countries in 
education, technology and 
cultural attainments," he 
said. 

But in 30 years since inde- 
pendence, one Mention of 
Singaporeans haa completely 
transformed Singapore, and 
"now we have the resources, 
the talent and the ability" to 
make Singapore a more 
attractive society, he said. 


Nagasaki mourns A-bomb dead 


NAGASAKI, Japan (R) — 
The mayor of Nagasaki said 
Wednesday an appeal by his 
atomic-bombed city to abol- 
ish nuclear weapons will be 
ignored if Japan continued to 
refuse offering a straightfor- 
ward apology for World War 

“We must reflect on the 
history of (Japan's) invasion 
and aggression of the Asia- 
Pacific region," Mayor Tccho 
lto said in an address at a 
ceremony marking the 50th 
anniversary of world's second 
atomic bombing. 

"Without reflection and 
apology on Japan's own past, 
our calls for the abolition of 
nuclear weapons will not be 
heard by the people of the 
world,” Mr. Ito said. 

Mr. Ito’s remarks came 
three days after a similar 
remark by his counterpart in 
Hiroshima about Japan's 
stubborn refusal to offer apo- 
logies. About 140.000 people * 
were killed in Hiroshima and 
74,000 in Nagasaki. 

Prime Minister Tomiicbi 
Murayama was set to make a 
statement expressing remorse 
for Japan's role in the war on 
Aug. 15, tbe 50th anniversary 
of Japan's surrender, but it 
was not clear if he would 
offer a clear apology. 

As Nagasaki mourned the 
victims of the 1945 attack. 
Japanese leaders criticised 
China and France for their 
nuclear weapons plans and 
demonstrators scuffled with 
police outside the French 
embassy in Tokyo. 

At 11:02 a.m. (0202 
GMT), the time a U.S. B-29' 


bomber dropped the “fat 
man" bomb on Aug. 9, 1945, 
a record 30.000 people began 
a one-minute prayer in Naga- 
saki's peace park. 

Church and Buddhist tem- 
ple bells rang and emergency 
sirens blared. 

The scene weas dominated 
by a peace statue, a huge 
image of a half-naked man 
with his right arm pointing 
skyward and bis left stretch- 
ing forward in a gesture ol 
peace. 

Survivors of the bombing 
and bereaved families of vic- 
tims offered water at an ala- 
tar, symbolising their wish to 
quench the thirst of those 
who died crying for water. 

“Has the message of Naga- 
saki reached the eears of the 
world?” Mr. Ito asked at the 
ceremony. 

"There is still a high wall 
standing between the aspira- 
tions of the citizens of Naga- 
saki and the insistence of the 
nuclear states on the concept 
of nuclear deterrence or 
security through the posses- 
sion of nuclear weapons,” he 
said. 

China's nuclear tests in 
May-, and France’s decision 
to resume tests in September 
in the South Pacific have 
drawn condemnation in 
Japan and throughout the 
Pacific. 

In Tokyo, about 50 demon- 
strators, some wearing masks 
of President Jacques Chirac, 
surrounded the French 
embassy as they protested 
against his decision to resume 
testing. 

Mr. Murayama. who flew 


to Nagasaki for the cere- 
mony, underlined his coun- 
try's’ opposition to the tests, 
which was staled last Friday 
in a parliamentary resolution. 

"As the prime minister of 
the country that has experi- 
enced the devastation of ato- 
mic bombing, I would like to 
express my intense anguish 
regarding nuclear weapons 
testing,” he said in a speech. 

Foreign Minister Yohei 
Kono said France's derision 
to resume tests might harm 
overall ties between the 
countries. 

The bomb killed about 

74.000 of Nagasaki’s 

240.000 people instantly or 
soon after with heat and 
radiation. 

People are still dying from 
its after-effects, and a list of 
3.073 more who died this 
year from bomb-related 
illnesses was presented at rhe 
memorial, bringing the total 
to 105.1348. 

The attack came three days 
after the world’s first atomic 
bomb flattened Hiroshima on 
Aug. 6, 1945 and on the day 
of Soviet Union entered the 
war against Japan. On Aug. 
15, Emperor Hirohito 
ordered Japan's uncondition- 
al surrender. 

Meanwhile former 
Japanese Justice Minister 
Seizuke Okuno siad he had 
no regrets over Japan's role 
in World War II, claiming 
that people have a "great 
misunderstanding (of the 
role) due to brainwashing by 
the United Stales.” 

"I regret some Japanese 
are showing sympathy for 


what China and South Korea 
say (about sufferings im- 
flicted by the Japanese Impe- 
rial Army during the war),” 
Mr. Okuno said in an inter- 
view with Jiji Press published 
Wednesday. 

"Japan 'fought a war of 
defence where J3pan was 
forced by rhe U.S.-British 
alliance to declare war," Mr. 
Okuno. an S2-year-oid World 
War II veteran, told the news 
agency. 

“Japan intended to liberal- 
ise. ‘Great East Asia' colo- 
nised by white(s). and to 
bring siable life,” he said. 
Mr. Okuno served as justice 
minister in 19S0. 

The phras “common 
prosperity' for Great Asia” 
was used by the Japanese 
military for the justification 
of its advances into its Asian 
neighbours. 

Mr. Okuno, a leader of the 
right-wing group in the big- 
gest ruling coalition force 
Liberal Democratic Party, 
was opposed ro the resolution 
that admits Japan's wartime 
wrongdoings. 

With strong opposition 
from some rightwingers, the 
coalition government has 
worked feverishly to make 
the resolution suggest Japan 
was not the only aggressor in 
the war. 

Mr. Okuno noted: "Japan 
should not feel servile"' and 
but "should review the facts 
of the war by the Japanese 
hands." 

"If you intend to see things 
as red. they are red. If you 
intend to see them black, 
they are black,” he said. 


Japanese- Americans recall- internment 50 years later 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) — 
Jim Matsuoka, 60, remem- 
bers the binemess he felt as a 
young draftee on being lec- 
tured about America's fight 
for justice. 

As a boy of seven, he was 
among some 120,000 
Japanese-Americans who 
were forced into internment 
camps after Japan's attack on 
Pearl Harbour, even though 
two-thirds were native-born 
Americans and none was ac- 
cused of any crime. 

“I couldn’t help but be 
bitter," he recalled. "We 
-were: talking .about- fighting 
for freedom and I kept think- 
ing, ‘what about ours?' 
Otizenship applied to others 
but not for us, except at a 
discount rate." 

All Americans of Japanese 
ancestry were removed from 
the West Coast and parts of 
Hawaii and forced to live in 
II Major concentration 
camps in desolate areas of 
eight slates west of the Mis- 
sissippi River. 

The majority lost or were 
forced to sell their homes and 
businesses in fire sales. Their 
new homes were hastily con- 
structed wood and tar paper 
barracks surrounded by 
guard towers and barbed 
wire. 


The mass internment was 
authorised by President 
Franklin Roosevelt on Feb. 
19, 1942 to round up any 
possible Japanese-American 
spies or saboteurs in the 
event of a Japanese attack on 
the West Coast. 

Also behind the mass eva- 
cuations, said Bernadette 
Mishimura. now in her seven- 
ties and who spent two years 
in the Manzanar camp in 
California, were white 
businessmen and farmers, 
who resented die Japanese' 
pairing] success/ ‘ 

Frank .Emi, 73," who was 
taken to Heart Mountain 
camp in Wyoming recalled 
that bis father's S20.000 busi- 
ness was sold for S1.S00 to a 
white businessman who later 
sold it for 5100,000. 

Those years long since 
past, the government has 
acknowledged its wrongdoing 
and in 1988 paid each inter- 
nee 520,000 in reparation, 
not enough to cover the per- 
sonal losses but enough to be 
meaningful. 

“I believe it’s good for any 
government to own up to 
wh3t it did and this was a 
symbolic payment and you 
have to applaud that,” said 
Matsuoka, though his family 


never recovered economical- 
ly or emotionally from the 
internment. 

He was seven in 1942 when 
his family stepped out of a 
bus into the dusty Manzanar 
camp in California near Lone 
Pine. 

It was blazing hot in the 
day and freezing at night. 
Roiling desert storms would 
obliterate everything, forcing 
everyone to hunker down un- 
til they passed, he said. They 
were there for three years. 

“As a child, the enormity 
of what was going on was not 
apparent-/’- he recalled. -“My 
mother would cry and cry and 
■I woundered what I could 
have done to warrant that." 

Twenty years of savings 
had been seized by the gov- 
ernment as enemy assets and 
even after they were released 
his father was so affected by 
the experience that he never 
worked again, he said. 

The experience robbed 
many of the elders of their 
will when the camps were 
disbanded. Many had 
psychological problems, most 
took menial jobs, all still felt 
the sting of racism and many 
the shame of presumed com- 
plicity. 

David Masouka, 73, was 19 
when he was sent to Gila 


River camp in Arizona. His 
father died in the camp, his 
family was split up and the 
community disillusioned and 
ashamed that they were being 
treated in this fashion. 

“My generation was so 
ashamed of this event that we 
didn't even talk about it — 
not even to our own children 
until they began to read ab- 
out and asked us about it,” 
he said. 

"I've gotten over it,” said 
Masuoka, who said the ex- 
perience shattered his family. 
• "But at the time we were 
very angry. We considered 
ourselves good Americans 
and couldn't understand why 
we should be segregated,” he 
said. 

Ironically, while the elders 
seemed to have let go of the 
anger they felt, it is their 
children who never saw the 
camps who seem to feel the 
most ire, said Chris Komai, 
the spokesman for the 
Japanese American National 
Museum here, whose parents 
were interned at Amacbe in 
Colorado. 

"The real shame,” she 
said, “is that the apology and 
redress happened after many 
of those who were there had* 
passed away." 


World War n soldiers’ graves found in Ukraine 


KIEV (AP) — Standing atop 
a large dug-out pit in a dense 
wood east of Kiev, a digger 
delicately pulls out a human 
skulls with its World War II 
helmet still attached. 

“There are probably 
around half a million soldiers 
buried in the forests around 
Kiev," says Vladyslav 
Voloshin as he starts sear- 
ching for yet more bones in 
an unmarked grave near the 
town of Baryshevka. 

“It’s the largesr hidden bu- 
rial ground in Ukraine,” he 
said. 

Voloshin heads the Ukrai- 
nian non-profit organisation 
Sbana, a volunteer group de- 
dicated to finding unmarked 
soldiers' graves and re- 
burying their remains in 
proper graveyards. 

So far this year, Shana 
members already have found 
the bones of 100 soldiers in 


the region of Kiev. 

Human bones are regularly 
discovered when people are 
digging up summer garden 
plots or, as in the case of 
Baryshevka, just metres 
away from a children's sum- 
mer camp. 

“If we are men and not 
animals, then we should find 
these dead soldiers and give 
them a proper burial,” said 
Voloshin, whose organisa- 
tion’s name means "respect" 
in English. 

Most of the bones, he ex- 
plained in an interview this 
week, belong to Soviet con- 
scripts killed in battle by the 
advancing German army in 
1941. 

Local villagers were forced 
to bury the dead soldiers in 
shallow graves, and today 
these elderly Ukrainians 
often help locate the long- 
forgotien sites. 


Unfortunately, Sbana 
members are not the only 
k ones hunting down the hid- 
den graveyards. 

They regularly compete 
with pillagers searching for 
valuable World War I 
memorabilia such as buttons, 
pins, ammunition. ■ and even 
gold teeth from the skulls. 

“These pillagers break 
open skulls and other bones 
just in order to find a bit of 
gold or weapons. Working 
after them is almost impossi- 
ble.” said Yuri Hlukhovskv. 

Around SO per cent of the 
graves excavated by Shana. 
he said, already had been dug 
up by local criminals. 

Ukrainian experts say 
there still are tens of 
thousands, if not more, un- 
marked graves throughout 
rhe country, with an un- 
known number of soldiers 
buried in each. 


According to prominent 
Russian militay historian. 
Dmitry Volkogonov, the for- 
mer Soviet Union lost nearly 
26.5 million people, soldiers 
and civilians, in the war 
against Nazi Germany. 

Many soldiers' graves re- 
main unmarked not only in 
LHcraine. but in Russia. Be- 
larus and other former Soviet 
republics. 

However, the costly pro- 
cess of finding and reburying 
these remains is far from 
being the first priority of 
many of these cash-srrapped 
nations. Ukraine is not an 
exception. 

"Our budget is so small 
that if we had to budget into 
it the money for these bu- 
rials. we would have to fully 
stop financing everything 
else," said Cultural Ministry 
spokesman Volodymyr Hra- 
bar. 


•China frees anti-Japan activist with warning 


BEUING (R) — Chinese 
police Wednesday freed a 
leading campaigner seeking 
compensation for Chinese 
victims of Japan's wartime 
aggression after detaining 
him for one day. 

Tong Zeng said police had 
released him after warning 
him not to try to rally war 
victims to protest outside the 
Japanese embassy in Bejing 
because such actions could 
harm social order. 

"They hope I won't cause 
disturbances. They're con- 
cerned about social order,” 
said Mr. Tong, who was 
taken away by police from his 
Beijing' home Tuesday. 

“They told me not to be 
emotional. They know I have 
a fora — war victims," he 
said in a telephone interview 

Mr. Tong has said he has 


collected the signatures of 
800,000 people demanding 
Japan apologise for its ac- 
tions during its 1937-45 inva- 
sion of China and compen- 
sate victims. 

Mr. Tong said the police 
were worried that if he orga- 
nised a protest outside the 
Japanese embassy it would 
turn violent. 

China appears anxious to 
avoid offending Japan during 
its official commemoration of 
the 50th anniversary of the 
Japanese surrender on Aug. 
15. 

Beijing has organised few 
official activities and has 
given the ceremonies a low 
profile in the official media 
apart from a series of histor- 
ical essays attacking " militar- 
istic fascism” carried in the 
official People’s Daily. 

While in detention, police 


asked Mr. Tong why he orga- 
nised a news conference by 
war victims Monday and told 
him to apply for permission 
for such activities in future, 
he said. 

Police stormed in to break, 
up the news conference as an 
elderly “comfort woman" 
sobbed as she related her 
orderal as a sex slave for 
Japanese soldiers in World 
War II. 

Mr. Tong called the news 
conference after the group of 
Chinese war victims were 
forced to cancel a trip to 
Tokyo this week after failing 
to obtain visas. 

On Monday, their lawyers 
filed the first lawsuit in Japan 
by Chinese war victims de- 
manding compensation for 
injuries suffered at the hands 
of Japanese soldiers during 
the invasion. 


The 10 victims bought 20 
million yen ($220,000) each. 

China dropped all official 
demands for compensation 
when it established diploma- 
tic relations with Japan in 
1972. 

The Chinese government 
said recently it would not 
stand in the way of private 
citizens seeking redress for 
war injuries, but it appears to 
be reluctant to antagonise 
Japan, its "largest trading 
partner and a major creditor, 
and has obstructed the activi- 
ties of campaign activities. 

' Chinese authorities confis- 
cated Mr. Tong’s passport 
last month and have barred 
him from taking part in the 
non-governmental organisa- 
tion (NGO) forum on 
women, to be held in Beijing 
from Aug JO to Sept. 8. 







Opinion & Analysis 


JORDAN TIMES 


, tHURSDAY-HUDAY, AUGUST 19-11, IMS 


t 

t 

S 

II 

1 

i- 

a 

n 

a 

y 

V. 

k 

H 

e' 

si 

A 

le 

’t 

TO 

yf 

o 

th 

1, 

ni 

Bi 

to 

M 

8 ,- 

m. 

th 

Hi 

pe 

ini 

mi 

fui 

v 4 ; 

29 

be 

sef 

18 

sta 

re< 

on 

tio 

am 

me 

rei 

roi 


c 

Y« 

ti 

Fi 

S£ 





Jordan Times 

Ao independent Ar«h pdiiiui iM> puMnhcd in Kn|[lnk i>> iht Imdin ho* l-nuoiiiimn 
' I*uMi*Im] im 

V-A* V— * i— j*' ^ #■*— V-u- i- r ^ .-**• 

Chairman of the Board of Directors: 

MAHMOUD AL KAYED 

Director General: 

MOHAMMAD AMAD 
Editor-in-chief: 

GEORGE S. HAWATMEH 

Editorial and advertising offices: 

•Jordan Press Foundation, 

University Road, P.O. Box 6710, Amman, Jordan. 
Telephones: 667171/6. 670141-4 
Telex: 21497 ALRAI JO 
Facsimile: 696183 

The Jordan Times is published daily except Fridays. 
Subscription and advertising rates are avjdahle from the 
Jordan Times advertising department. 


Weak joints, brittle chain 

FT IS much too early to celebrate the latest 
“breakthrough” that was struck between 
Israel and the Palestinian side over- a “defi- 
nite” timetable for Israeli withdrawal from 
parts of the occupied West Bank. To begin 
with we have become accustomed to hearing 
about agreements on deadlines and timet- 
ables that never saw the light of day. What 
may distinguish this latest accord on a 
timetable for Israeli withdrawal from major 
Palestinian cities and towns from earlier ones 
is something that only time will determine. 

From the look of things, though, some 
doubt has to be shed on this most recent 
“agreement.” First, because it calls for 
withdrawal of Israeli troops from “at least” 
four West Bank cities or towns prior to 
holding the Palestinian elections. One clear 
shortcoming in this formulation is the fact 
that any such pullout will take place only 
after the Palestinian national elections with- 
out pinpointing when these elections will ever 
take place. On the face of it, the entire 
timetable agreed upon revolves around an 
event that has yet to be fixed and agreed 
upon. Second, because the withdrawal timet- 
able speaks about withdrawing from “at 
least” four West Bank municipalities with 
pullout from the rest of these areas to be 
concluded by February or July of 1997, 
again depending on the date, of the elections. 
Obviously the parties cannot have an iron- 
clad agreement on all major specifics, some- 
thing which renders the entire exercise du- 
bious anyway. 

What is worrying even more is the “Jew- 
ish settlers” issue which appears to compli- 
cate the ongoing Israeli-Palestinian talks to 
the extent that may take them beyond 
salvation. The settlers were allowed in or 
encouraged to go to the Arab territories by 
the various Israeli governments, including 
Labour, with full knowledge that they will be 
a complicating factor to peace efforts in the 
future. There are about 140,000 of them 
living all over the West Bank, and their 
problem has mushroomed of late into a 
major Israeli domestic crisis. But for Rabin 
to make even modest concessions to the 
settlers is a prescription for a new deadlock 
on the Palestinian track. 

Israel in effect has allowed itself to be 
caught in a web of past entanglements and 
policies from which it may not be able to 
extricate itself without defeating the ul tima te 
objectives of the Oslo peace accord. This 
reading of the Palestinian file is indeed 
troubling to all since the whole peace effort 
remains as brittle now as it indeed was 
before. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

MAHMOUD RIMAWI in AI Ra’i said Wednesday that 
one cannot but express sympathy for die displaced Serb 
families who, like their fellow countrymen, the Bosnians, 
fell victims lo the ethnic cleansing conflicts. It is painfol to 
watch thousands of families uprooted from their homes and 
on the move towards what they believe safer areas for their 
existence; and it is sad to see that the civilians continue to 
be the main victims in factional and religions conflicts in the 
former Yugoslavia, said the writer. What is more painful, 
he added, is to learn about further massing of forces for yet 
another round and rounds of fighting that would cause the 
displacement of more people and suffering lo innocent 
women and children. The worst kind of wars, he said, are 
those which aim at causing the most harm and damage to 
the foe and uproot whole population from their own 
homeland. 

ADDRESSING the Palestinian-Israeli talks on prospects 
of expanding the self-rule areas in Palestine in implementa- 
tion of the Oslo agreement, a writer in Al Dusto&r said that 
the Israeli government has proved insincere in pursuing a 
path that would give the Palestine National Authority 
(PNA) wider powers. Mohammad Kawash said that the 
Israelis have been procrastinating, and allowing the ex- 
tremists within the Israeli society and the settlers to stop 
.the execution of the Oslo deal. The present escalation of 
protests by the settlers to abort the government's program- 
me with the PNA is not supported only by the opposition 
Likud Party, but is also condoned by the ruling Labour 
Party as well, because die government has doubts about its 
own power to ensure the success of the second phase of die 
deal, said the writer. Withdrawal from Arab lands might 
bring to the surface the many contradictions among die 
various elements within die Israeli social structure and 
could cost the Labour. Party the coming elections, he 
added. 


The View from Academia 


By Dr. Ahmad Y. M^jdonbeta a* 


Music we’d rather do without 


THERE IS good news now for people who have a snoring 
problem. If they have the courage to admit the problem 
and the willingness to do something about it, snorers have 
the chance to either reduce snoring dramatically or get rid 
of it entirely. This they can do on their own or through 
medical help. 

Snoring has been receiving a great deal of attention in 
the U.S. recently. First of all, several studies have been 
conducted to determine the extent of the problem. The 
findings reveal that a substantial segment of the population 
in the U.S. suffers from this problem. The American 
Academy of Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery, for 
example, estimates that “45 per cent of normal adults snore 
at least occasionally" and that “one in four are habitual 
snorers.' 1 A study conducted in Maryland by the Centre for 
Snoring and Sleep Disorders asserts that the problem, 
which has been underdiagnosed for some time, is indeed 
widespread. According to the study, 25 per cent of the 
adult population in the U.S. are “severe snorers." This 
means that 10-20 million Americans suffer from heavy 
snoring. 

Secondly ^efforts have been exerted to encourage snorers 
or their family members to recognise snoring as a problem 
and to do something about it. The emphasis in this respect 
has been that even thought the immediate victim is the 
snorer himself, the real victims are the family members, 
lire latter point has been crucial to highlight for although 
snorers may not care much about what happens to them 
when they snore (i.e. to be awakened by family members in 
the middle of the night, joked about during the day time or 
even laughed at), they will most probably begin to care 
when they realise that they are disturbing and harming 
others (i.e. the “loved ones). The ball then, according to 
studies is specialised journals, to the opinions of experts, to 
reports and anoedotes in the media and the press and to 
leaflets and pamphlets distributed by the various support 
groups, is in the family members’ court. They are the ones 
to encourage and pressure and snorer (gently, diplomati- 
cally but also firmly, if need be). One person said in a TV 
programme the other day that the main reason he decided 


to seek medical help for snoring was his son who came to 
visit him one night and could not sleep even though he was 
sloping in a separate room. 

Thirdly, snoring is better understood now and is more 
effectively dealt with than at any time before. There is a 
groat deal of literature on the subject, there are many 
support groups to help individuals psychologically and 
physically, there are consulting agencies and there are 
specialised medical centres. In fact, many ear, nose and 
throat specialists in the U.S. are opening extensions in their 
dinks for snoring and deeping disorders. 

Generally, snoring is caused by an obstruction to the 
flow of. air through the passages at the bade of the mouth 
and nose. As the air flows, it causes the uvula and soft 
palate to vibrate, producing the noise which many of us do 
not particularly Hke to hear. In many cases, the problem is 
associated with excess tissue at the bade of the throat. 

-According to the huge amount of literature on the 
subject as well as the opinion of expens, there are 
essentially two ways of reducing the problem or getting rid 
of it entirely: 

— What snorers themselves can do. Before snorers think 
about seeking medical advice, they ought to begin by trying 
to solve die problem on their own. To this end, they can do 
the following either separately or together. The first thing 
is to change their sleeping position. Some people snore 
be cause they do not place their body m the right position. 
The second thing is to avoid heavy meals before bedtime; 
heavy meals at night not only cause nightmares and 
unnecessary weight gains but also sleep disorders. The 
third thing, according to some studies, is.to avoid drinking 
alcohol at least four hours before going to bed. The fourth 
tiling, in the opinion of some specialists, is to avoid 
medications which relax muscles. The fifth thing, as most of 
us know, is to reduce weight (which seems to be the root of 
all evil). 

— Medical help. If what has just been listed above does 
not work, there will no choice for the snorer but the seek 
medical help. At this level, there is the good news. 
Recently, an "easy, comfortable and convenient laser- 


procedure has been developed to take carerf^eprob^ 
rimost entirely - I 

Smrtbe problem in several TV prog™i«s; bml 
. donot speak fri£n personal experience, for I do not have 

th H«e^fe ei houfthe procedure roughly 

problem is closed by foe vibration of the 

palate as tiie air attempts to pass through and at tun« by 

EkSs tissue at the back of foe mouth), tety of 

laser foe specialised surgeon (i.e. the 

and not justraybody) trims and reshapes foe jud jj* 

palate (ir foe excess* tissue). The point to 

this is not major surgery. Several people {those whohmrc 

tried it and those who are conducting >0»y. 11 

going to the dentist. The operation is done in foe doctor^ 

office (not in the hospital) in three to four sessions, 10-20 

minutes each. Before and after each session, a person leads 

his/her normal life. ... 

The first obstacle in our society would be to ■ P*™™* 
snorers that they actually snore. However, with the help of 
a few witnesses, a tape recorder or a video camera, the 
problem may be overcome. The second, more serious, 
obstacle would be to convince a father or mother (pr 
grandfather or grandmother) to do something^ about the 
problem. As the issue has not been raised much m pubhc, 
and as snoring in our society remains pretty much m the 
realm of foe private, most people are too shy to cither 
admit or do something. But with the younger fami ly 
members' diplomatic skills, personal charm and detenmna- 
tion, the snoring elders may be encouraged to act. 

. Obviously, the issue needs to be addressed pubfacally, 
much more so than we have been doing (if we have in fact" 
been doing anything). 

Obviously alro, medical help ought to be made available, , 
I have not heard of the existence in our society of snoring ■ 
and sleep disorder centres. If they do exist, it is great- All 
we have to do is to inform people more aggressively about' 
them. If they do not exist, then they ought to, for snoring is 
music we’d rather do without. 


IM. KAH1L 
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Arms for Yugoslavia: shopping 
lists and standby deals 


By Charles J. Hanley 

The Associated Press 

AT HIS chalet high above 
Lake Geneva, a blue-chip 
weapons dealer is enjoying 
the Alpine air this summer 
and standing by for the 
go-ahead to pour 10,000 
newly minted Kalashnikovs 
into the Yugoslav fray. 

Over in the more workaday 
world of rush-hour Lon- 
don, another broker is 
trying to make his own big 
break, one ear on foe car 
phone, foe other on the 
news from Washington. 

“It's like to get in there 
and do a little business my- 
self," he assures a reporter. 

As much as anyone, the 
world’s arms merchants are 
closely watching the U.S. 
debate over lifting the 
weapons embargo on Bos- 
nia. Contracts are in foe 
offing. 

But the embargo's future 
may hinge less on what 
eventually is decided in 
Washington than on what 
happened two weeks ago in 
Switzerland, when repre- 
sentatives of 52 Islamic 
countries simply declared 
the U.N. boycott invalid. 
Iran and others arc already 
openly planning arms sup- 
plies for Bosnia's Muslim- 
led government, leaving 
the 1991 embargo resolu- 
tion in shreds. 

“It doesn’t help," ack- 
nowledged Emilio J. Car- 
denas, Argentina’s U.N. 
ambassador and head of 
the U.N. sanctions commit- 
tee. 

' “If suddenly individual 
actions explode all over foe 
place, it will simply add 
more- fuel to foe conflict." 

“Individual actions" 
have been going on for 
some time, as free-lance or 
government-sponsored 
smugglers have evaded foe 
embargo — or tried to. 
Recent examples: 

— Czech authorities in- 
tercepted a shipment of 
Semtex. a plastic explosive, 


certified for shipment to 
Africa but found to be 
headed instead to one of 
the embargoed govern- 
ments of former Yugosla- 
via, a knowledgeable 
source in Prague told the 
Associated Press. 

— Iran has smuggled 
Chinese-made Red Arrow 
anti-tank missiles to the 
Bosnian government 
forces, a U.S. intelligence 
source reported. ■ 

— The Croatian military 
somehow -obtained 
Russian-made MI-14 twin- 
turbine amphibious heli- 
copters in violation of foe 
embargo, Mr. Cardenas said 
in a New York interview. 

He said die U.N. commit- 
tee is investigating more 
rhan a dozen cases of 
alleged arms embargo- 
busting involving Bosnia, 
where an alliance of the 
Bosnian government and 
Croats is fighting rebel 
Bosnian Serbs. 

In a new report on the 
war, a well-placed U.S. 
army intelligence analyst 
says the arms smuggling 
routes to Bosnian govern- 
ment forces, via Croatia, 
are becoming well- 
established. 

Much war material is off- 
loaded at the Croatian 
ports of Split and Ploce, 
often from small boats that 
evade NATO's Adriatic 
Sea blockade, and sent 
over new road links to the 
Bosnian-held city of Mos- 
tar, writes Lieutenant- 
.Colonel John E. Sray, who 
was intelligence chief for 
U.N. peacekeepers in Bos- 
nia until late 1994. 

Other weapons are flown 
into C&atia's capital, Zag- 
reb, for more difficult over- 
land delivery to foe Bos- 
nian Muslim heartland, he 

reports. 

Bosnia's ambassador in 
Washington Sven Alkalaj, 
is open about the clandes- 
tine resupply operation. 

“There^s no problem ac- 


quiring arms," he said. 
“There are lots of arms 
sellers m the world who 
have access to any land of 
weaponry you wish to 
buy.” 

But still foe embargo 
hurts. “It makes prices 
three or four times nrigber 
than they would be. Money 
has to be consideration." 

If the U.S. and other 
governments officially dis- 
regard foe embargo, Mr. 
Alkalaj has a shopping list 
ready, topped by long- 
range artillery and anti- 
tank weapons to counter 
the Serb advantage in siege 
guns and armour. 

The London broker has 
just the thing: foe classic 
U.S. -made M-19 grenade 
launcher, an anti-personnel 
weapon that doubles for 
anti-tank duty. 

“It was used effectively 
in foe Gulf war,” he said, 
speaking by car phone from 
a crowded London motor- 
way. 

But this dealer, who 
asked not to be named, is 
not sure the breaks will fall 
his way. 

“Competition will be 
tough. The Bosnians and 
others already have proven 
routes and proven people 
who have broken the 
embargo for them.” 

Sam Cummings, relaxing 
in the Bernese Alps, 
sounds less worried. 

One of the world's most 
successful arms brokers, 
founder of foe U.S.- and 
British-based Interarms 
Inc., the amiable American 
has been a reliable vendor 
for many of the wars of the 
post-Worid War H period. 
And he's been put on call 
for this one — which he 
says he has sat out because 
of foe embargo. 

“Some weeks ago, we 
were approached by a key 
NATO country,” he said 
by telephone from his Swiss 
home. "They asked if they 
could take our 10,000-plus 
Kalashnikovs if and when 


foe embargo is lifted, and 
we answered yes, subject to 
licence.” 

The guns are new 
Chinese-made AKM 
assault rifles, stored at In- 
ter arm s’ British ware- 
house. Although the Un- 
ited States is foe only “key 
NATO country” moving 
towards lifting foe embar- 
go, Mr. Cummings would 
not say who approached 
him. Nor did be discuss the 
value of the deal — prob- 
ably $1 million or more. 

While standby deals take 
shape, Muslim govern- 
ments are taking action. 

Iran’s foreign minister, 
Ali Akbar Velayati, paid a 
whirlwind visit to Croatian 
and Bosnian leaders -in 
Split and Mostar on Mon- 
day, and later said “no 
obstacles exist” for ship- 
ping arms to Bosnia via 1 
Croatia. 

Malaysian officials, 
meanwhile, announced a 
crash programme to -orga- 
nise arms supplies to Bos- 
nia- Islamic countries that 
do not ship arms (Erectly 
may at least help fina nce 
Bosnian purchases. 

Mr. Sray, the intelligence 
analyst, believes all the 
rearming will do foe Bos- 
nian army little good. 

It is too unprofessional 
and ill-disciplined to recov- 
er much land from the 
better-trained Serb forces, 
he writes, but Bosnian 
commanders “ding to the 
unrealistic perception that 
the military balance con- 
tinues to move slowly in 
their favour.” 

However foe war turns 
out, Mr. Cummings in his 
Alpine perch can see far 
down the road to a time 
when old business ties are 
rebuilt. 

“We represented the 
Serbs and their arms factor- 
ies in Serbia for 25 years," 
he said. “We hope to rep- 
resent them again some- 
day.” 


LETTERS 


‘ Adding insult 
to injury’ 


To the editor: 

I READ, with great surprise, your article regarding foe 
future plans for foe.TCC (TCC boosts telephone channels 
to 4,000)”. Jordan Times, Aug. 5, 1995). I continue to be 
amazed that no-one is doing anything about this embarras- 
sing situation. Anyone trying to make a call between IChOO 
a.m. and 2:00 p.m. will have to try 10 times before s triking 
a successful connection. The. “fines-are-busy”- recording is 
becoming part of our daily lives; .and if a. connection is 
' made, you then have. chance .of getting!: a "* 

signaF Tfiinditeds of^thbi^afrds of pC&ple wifo '•stiff 
have telephones iir tbeir ‘Homes ’or offices. " 

As if adding insult- to -injuiyv the TCGdeclfhesThat it is 
planing to add 250,000 lines by 1998. First, one doesn’t 
need three years to add 250,000 fines. These lineS could be 
added within 45 days if the TCC had proper management. 
In addition, I expect that by the year 1998, we will need 
over 2,000,000 lines (yes. two million). At the rate 
telecommunications is progressing, these lines will be used 
up with room for additional expansion before foe end of 
foe decade. • 

In any modern country (and I consider Jordan a modern 
country), foe “engaged" signal has become a thing of the 
past, and so has the notion of no having a telephone. 
Anyone with heavy telephone usage can call their local 
TCC and order additional fines, which are usually supplied 
within 24 hours. And, dare I say, this is all done by 
telephone, rather than having to send someone to the TCC 
to spend several hours fining forms and obtaining certified 
documents. 

I cannot imagine the disaster we are going to face when 
foe Amman summit takes place. Imagine the international 
visitors who will come to Queen Alia International 
Airport, only to find eight pay phones, out of order. 

I urge the people concerned to take immediate and 
drastic steps to solve this problem. 


Marwan AtaDah, 
Amman. 


Common sense - a key to 
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Shuffles, festivities and weddings keep summer rolling along 
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Everybody knows or has heard of Jordan's leading columnist, 
Tareq Masarweh. He is the JeUow who blasted the govern- 
ment long before there were tabloids which have taken much 
of the credibility out of critique. Mr. Masarweh is also a man 
who can take his own medicine and has been known to right 
a wrong in his daily AI Ra'i column. More recently his 
columns steer clear of issues which target the powers-thai- 
be, so perhaps it is not at all surprising so learn that Mr. 
Masarweh has been appointed as an advisor to the Prime 
Minister. Yes it is official. But before you start for the tele- 
phone, consider what may have slipped many a person's 
mind, but certainly not someone somewhere in government. 
Mr. Masarweh has given time to Jordan Radio and Televi- 
sion. to the foreign service as press aitachi to Jordan's 
embassy in Bonn and to the Department of Press and Publi- 
cations for an approximate grand total of just over 19 years. 
So to round off his intermittent tenure, a stint at the Prime 
Ministry, with reportedly possible responsibilities at the Min- 
istry of Information, would do the job and thus bring Mr. 
Masarweh into the 20-year club of civil se wants at which 
poinr he could retire with full government benefits. So while 
he finds himself an office either on the already fully occupied 
fourth floor at the Prime Ministry or somewhere near Secre- 
tary General Nayef Mawla at the Ministry of Information, it 
will not be Ids movement so much as his words that will be in 
check, particularly if like others at the Prime Minister’s office 
he is able to continue filling his favourite space — first col- 
umn. backpage — Al Ra'i — on a daily basis. 


Keeping bankers 3 hours: In Amman from Washington 
on a “bank mission" is Sultan Lutfi. former number two at 
Jordan's embassy in the U.S. and before that at our mission 
at the U.N. Dr. Lutfi is starting his fourth year with the World 
Bank as assistant to the executive director representing 11 
Arab countries and the Maldives. Saudi Arabia is excluded 
from this group as it has its own executive director. The for- 
mer envoy's work revolves around deciding on bank policies 
such as lending, as well as representing the constituent coun- 
tries within the group. Mr. Lutfi is accompanied by his wife 
Nora, who also works for a banking giant — the U.S. Feder- 
al Reserve Boatd — as manager of the division of bank 
supervision and regulation. Mrs. Lutfi's specialisation is 
capital adequacy. The two "grey pinstripers “ hold rather 
demanding positions and thus Mrs. Lutfi, who is a former 
Jordan Tunes reporter, will return to the U.S. Sunday, while 
her husband wifi stay on Amman until Aug. 25,. He will 
company a&prrivmg tfr. taffamith offi- 

cials here. He eaid he hopes, tOfbe back. for the Middle East 
and North Africa (MENA-i economic summit in October. Sul- 
tan and Nora Lutfi an accompanied by their two young chil : 
dren, Omar and Kathleen, who are said-io be having a won- 
derful time too. 

**** 

Grab that microphone: Nearly colliding with facility 
preparations for the economic summit is an Arab Song Fes- 
tival, organised annually by the Arab Broadcasting Union, 
and this year being hosted by Jordan Television (JTV) today 
at the Royal Cultural Centre ( RCC ). This.by-invitation-only, 
one-day event is to be filmed by JTV under the supervision of 
Assistant Director General Zeid Farizfor live broadcast on 
Channel 1 and byArabsat to the rest of the region. The fes- 
tival is actually a competition, with performers from the Unit- 
ed Arab Emirates. Bahrain, Tunisia. Lebanon, Algeria, 
Morocco, Egypt. Yemen, Oman, Mauritania. Palestine and 
Jordan staging their talents in lyrics, music and song in 
hopes of taking home the grand prize: the Golden Micro- 
phone and $ 6.000 . Representing Jordan will be Rami Shqfiq 
and Ayman Tayseer The guest of honour is Samira Tawfiq 
from Lebanon. Also expected to attend (not participate) is 
Tawfiq Al Nimri. The festival was originally scheduled to 
take place at the Palace of Culture, but renovation teams 
tearing out and replacing furnishings there have a major 
deadline to meet as the opening of the MENA summit is 
planned for that site. As soon as the song festival crowd 
vacates the RCC. the staff will also come under the clamour 



SALAMEH & SALAMEH : Salameh Ne’matt (Al 
Hayat correspondent) carries off his new bride Rita 
Salameh (a graphic designer with Al Kutba publish- 
ers) after the two took their marriage vows at a cer- 
emony in the Greek Orthodox church* in Sweifiyeh. 
Under a near full moon in the garden of V Olivier 
Restaurant in Abdoun , the couple 's friends feasted 
on fine food, including ice-cream cones , and danced 
till the wee hours of the morning when Rita and 
Salameh were scheduled to take off on their flight to 
Spain where they are now spending their honey- 


moon. Seen among the nooks and crannies of the 
romantic garden were Foreign Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti, Minister of Transport Samir Kawar , . 
Legal Advisor to His Majesty the King and to the 
government Awn Khasawneh, and Jordan Informa- 
tion Bureau-Washington Director Rania Attala 
(who is on home leave fora month), as well as a fun- 
loving group of foreign diplomats and journalists, 
all of whom make for good ” sources , r but who 
cared about that on such a night! 


of hammer, smfjkj^^^hvissinceihe centre is also destined, 
for a major fatsri ffi ' which Director lyad Kanan saysrwill 
bring the RCC up in standard to serve as the site of the reg- 
ular sessions of MENA and for many future regional and 
international conferences of the October summit son. 


*#** 


A message in variety? The Fuheis Festival, now the 
sixth such annual event started by the youth club of same 
name, has this year produced a rather eclectic programme. 
The programme includes lectures on, for example, "The 
Responsibility of the Intellectual, " and an accompanying a 
debate with renowned Abdul Ralunan Munif which was held 
Tuesday, and exhibitions on Jordan's tourism sector. Karak. 
the life of the late prime minister: Wasfi Tel. the 25th anniver- 
sary of Al- Ra'i. the German struggle against fascism, muse- 
ums of churches, abstract art exhibitions plus traditional 
folklore and children's an. On Friday, the festival organis- 
ers, bonding with the Fuheis Women’s Society, will host an 
11:00 a.m. reception for women in honour of the coming 
World Conference on Women in Beijing to which Jordan is 
sending a large delegation. With such a line-up of events, 
one cannot really call this one your run-of-the-mill cultural 
festival. But pure entertainment has not been scotched from 
the hilly town's annual display of talents. In fact popular 
singers and dancers will come from various -Arab countries 
to participate in the festivities. They are Syria's Elias Karam, 
Palestine's traditional dance troupe, Al Hanouna, and Jor- 
danian popular entertainer Odeh Ziadai and Lebanon's leg- 
endary singer Wadia Safi who used to sing with Fairuz and 


sifiose-ariational renditions of Ba ’albaq nights of music are 
said i&pthke'an audience sigh with feeling. The festival con- 
cludes on Aug. 14. 


Art to the rescue: If you are becoming depressed or con- 
cerned that the summer is almost over, just look what the 
power of positive thinking can achieve. The folks over at 
DaratAl Funun have put together a one-month art extrava- 
ganza which they have simply called "Summer ’95." From 
Aug. 21 to Sept. 28 nearly every inch of the "Little House of 
Art" will be filled with works of more than 40 contemporary 
artists. A hefty 38 of those will, by their works on display, 
inaugurate the first public exhibition of creations from Darat 
Al Fuhun's printmaking studio. Among them are Her Royal 
Highness Princess Wijdan Ali and her daughter Princess 
Rajwa Bint Ali (who will also display her sculpture in a one- 
woman show), the artistic duo of Khalid Khreis and Clara 
Amado Khreis (who met while studying an in Barcelona) 
and Iraq's Rafa Nasiri. In the airy library Usama Khalidi 
will exhibit 3-D experiments in calligraphy. The North 
Gallery will host " Early Morning Scribbles" by Lebanese 
artist Amine El Bacha and Princess Rajwa. and, sure enough, 
"Late Night Scribbles." by Mr. El Bacha and Ali Bermamet in 
ink and water-colour on paper. Within the walls of the Blue 
House Hala Hilmi Hodeib will exhibit her works in photog- 
raphy which she has named “Elements in Harmony . " And in 
the Blue House garden Iraqi artist Nuha Radi, who is paying 
her usual summer visit here from Baghdad, is releasing her 
" Embargo An" of painted stone and steel. Now if that were 


not enough, the "Summer ‘95" organisers have buih several 
diverse activities into their month of art including a three- 
night run, stoning on Aug. 24 of "Al Zaroub." a play direct- 
ed by Sarnia Kazmous Al Bakri. A film week featuring the life 
and works of a different world renown master of an begins 
Sept. 9. The young and old can also pick up some tips from 
the experts during the planned workshops on printmaking 
with Rashid Diab, and paper-making using local plants and 
natural fibres with Susan Faneh. But. hurry. Registration 
for printmaking ends Aug. 31. and for paper-making the 
deadline is Sept. 14. In keeping with a principle of Darat Al 
Funun. to provide free art education to the community, the 
programme includes four nights of lectures to be presented 
by Usama Khalidi ("3D Experiments in Sculpmre"). Rashid 
Diab. Rafa Nasiri and Khalid Khreis ("Contemporary Arab 
Primmaking). Dr. Khreis again f "Materials in Contemporary 
Sculpture") andAmmar Khammash ("Petra through the lens 
of an architect"). And what would an extraxaganza be with- 
out music ? On the final day of. "Summer ‘ 95 “ Darat Al Funun 
will present a tasteful selection of folklore music and dance. 


Sirens and wedding bells: Last nigh: Maysoun Ali. 
daughter of former Public Security Department Director 
General Fadel Ali and Myasar Keilani Ali, wed Khalid 
Hidaya, son of Mohammad Hidaya and Aida Iman Hidaya. 
who live in Saudi Arabia. Maysoun is a political science 
undergraduate at the University of Jordan. Khalid studied 
interior design in the U.S. atui completed a masters degree in 
the same science in London. But at the time of his marriage. 
Khalid was putting his talents to work in his family's design- 
er clothing business in Jeddah. The couple will take up res- 
idence in Amman at least for a period at least long enough 
for Maysoun to complete her studies, then they will be off to 
Saudi Arabia. The wedding took place at the InterContinen- 
tal Hotel. The newlyweds will head first to the U.S. for c 
grand tour, then hop off to the steamy Caribbean for a sun- 
filled honeymoon. 

**** 

Following on the heels of his immediate predecessor, current 
PSD chief, Lieutenant General Abdul Rahman Adwan . will 
tonight witness the wedding of his son, Yasser, to Rania 
Tarawneh. daughter of Mahmoud Tarawneh. who just hap- 
pens to be a retired Brigadier General in Jordan's security 
forces. Yasser, a graduate cf Yarmouk University, js now 
director of the office of His Royal Higlmess- Prince Ghiazi Ben 
Mohammad. His Majesty King Hussein’s cultural secretary. 
His bride is a graduate of sociology from the University of 
Jordan. The couple, who will spend their honeymoon in 
Turkey, also selected the InterContinental as the site of their 
nuptials. Could it be all these security chiefs know some- 
thing we don't? Mabrouk! 

*#** 

Former Minister of Awqaf, current Senator and Chairman 
of the Board of Al Dustour Arabic daily Kernel Sharif and 
Reem Shanti Sharif, will gain a son Monday evening when 
their daughter, Fanan, will wed Omar Basel Quaisi. Omar 
is the eldest son of Iraqi diplomat Basel Qthman Quaisi who 
was posted to Amman from 1 983-1990 as press attach «?. The ' 
bridegroom, who spent most of his life in Jordan, studied ci\ii 
engineering at the University of Jordan and now works in 
partnership in a local business. Fanan studied law, also at 
the same university. She was recently employed at the Min- 
istry of Education's Legal Department. They have opted for 
the Forte Grand Hotel to celebrate the matrimony. These 
soon-to-be newlyweds will also reside in Amman when they ,• 
return from their honeymoon in Turkey. If the world is as 
small as it is said to be. they might just bump into Rania and 
Yasser eating some of Turkey's world famous ice-cream. Nei- 
ther Omar nor Fanan plans to give up their careers. 


Jennifer Hamameh 
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THOUGHTS FOR THIS WEEK 

We are all bora mad. Some of us remain so — 
Samuel Beckett , Irish novelist-playwright (1906- 
1989. % 1 

To be what we are, and to become what we are 
capable of becoming, is the only end to life — Robert, 
Louis Stevenson, American novelist (1850-1894). • 

. i 

He who is unable to live in society ; or who has ho 
need because be is sufficient for himself, musr.be 
either a beast or a God — Aristotle, Greek philo- 
sopher ( 384 B.C.-322 B.C.). 

■ Freedom of speech and freedom of action are 
meaningless without freedom to think. And there is 
no freedom of thought without doubt — Bergen 
Baldwin Evans, American author (1904-1978). > 

To be what we are, and to become what we are 
capable of becoming, is the only end to life — Robert 
Louis Stevenson, Scottish novelist (1850-1894). . 

As the bomb fell over Hiroshima and exploded, \we 
saw an entire dty disappear. I wrote in my log (he 
words: “My God, what have we done ?” — Robert 
Alvin Lewis, co-pilot of the “ Enola Gay" (1918- 
1983). 

We are all snobs of the infinite, parvenus of the 
eternal — James Gibbons Htmeker, American author 
and critic (1860-1921). 

In spite of everything I still believe that people are 
really good at heart — Anne Frank (1929-1945), in 
her diary entry of July 15th , 1944. 

Behind every argument is someone's ignorance — 
Looks JRrsmtefe, US- supreme court justice (1856- 
1941). 


Student project solves problem for tool-maker 

Engineering a future 


By Nick Miller 

Nader Masadeh a Jorda- 
nian student, hasn't even 
graduated from college 
and already companies are 
beating a path to bis door. 
The reason: an idea the 
mechanical-engineering 
student came up with as 
his senior project at the 
University of Cincinnati 
College of Applied Scien- 
ce. 

Masadeh, 22, designed a 
mobile test stand that 
saves time and money for 
manufacturers of 
machine-tool engines cal- 
led spindles. The unique 
device won Bcstof Show at 
the college's recent Tech 
Expo * 95 and is already 
being used by LeBlond 
Makino Machine Tool Co. 
in Mason. 

Building and testing the 
spindles formerly require 
two stands. After the spin- 
dles — some weigh 1,300 
pounds — are assembled 
oo one stand, they must be 
moved to a second stand 
designed for operating and 
testing the engine. 



Jordanian Nader Masadeh shows the 
test stand he designed for use with 


machine-tool spindles at LeBlond Makf- 
no 


**Tbat meant you had to 
unbolt the spindle and use 


a hydraulic lift cart to 
move it and then bolt it 


back down on the second 
stand r ,r said Masadeh. 


The new device allows 
assembly and testing on a 


single stand and it is 
attracting the attention of 
manufacturers LeBlond 
Makino. 

* 'Several companies 
approached me during the 
expo and Vm thinking 
about getting a patent, ” 
said masadeh. 

The design came after 
Masadeh was hired by 
LeBlond Makino last 
September. He was given 
several engineering- 
related problems by the 
company from which to 
choose his senior project. 
He decided Ending a way 
to end the necessity for two 
spindle Ending a way to 
end the necessity for two 
spindle stands would have 
most immediate impacts 
on the company^ manu- 
facturing process. 

It's worked so well that 
LeBlond Makino is build- 
ing another one for its 
Mason facility. Masadeh 's 
project is just one of many 
that businesses have 
scooped up over the years, 
said CAS Associate Dean 
Cberyil Bonn — The Cin- 
cinati Post, 
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Of software and fish 


By Jean Gaude EUas 


Who has never seen cartoon drawings depicting a big 
fish swallowing a smaller one , then being swallowed 
itself by a bigger one, and so forth? This pattern , or 
“system, ” to speak in computer terms , often repeats 
itself in business behaviour. 

In most industrialised countries , in large cities 
mainly, huge department stores and shopping centres 
are killing small groceries and shops. Even in 
Amman , the three new king-size supermarkets oper- 
ating in the Western side of the city certainly have a 
negative impact on the more traditional, smaller 
supermarkets. 

The software industry seems on an identical track. 
Of the hundreds of companies that were active in the 



mid and late eighties, designing programmes for 

few are still in 


personal computers (PC), very 
business, having been purchased by bigger ones. 
Three of them consequently have reached the size of 
whales: Microsoft, Novell and Lotus. 

Contrary to what people may believe, software 
development is not an inexpensive operation. Sure, it 
doesn’t take exorbitant investments in material and 
equipment — simple , affordable PCs and some 
peripheral equipment often are enough for the 
project. What makes software costs soar mainly is the 
highly qualified brainpower and the time it takes to 
design, develop and test a package (a ready-made 
commercial programme). 

Currently the average Windows-based PC product 
requires the effort of three to six generously paid 
specialists for about two years. The actual cost should 
also take into consideration the after-sales support 
and follow-up any respectable software bouse must 
ensure to its users. The whole business is so 
demanding that rare are those who even think of 


diving into such high and dangerous seas. 

The high costs have made software development a 
risky venture for small and mid-sized enterprises . 
Only the very big can afford it. Natprally, Microsoft, 
Novell and Lotus are not the only companies 
surviving in this held. However those three have 
made the gap in financial size, technical capability 
anti marketing power between them and the others 
so big that they have a virtual monopoly on the 
market. 

Small countries like Jordan host no whale-sized 
software companies. Many organisations in the King' 
dom however have proven to have analysts and 
trogrammers that are not only technically skilled, 
>ut who also possess a good dose of creativity and 
originality — essentia/ ingredients for successful 
software recipes. 

Separately, those companies stand no chance of 
writing a success story, even on a regional scale. 
United, they could achieve something worth the 
undertaking. The whole Middle East unfortunately 
has a very poor history when it comes to efficient 
team work — the only way to avoid being swallowed 
by a big whale. Could software specialists in Jordan 
be different and prove history wrong one day? 


fi 



The real world 


By Samer Ghaleb Bagaeen 


The long awaited holidays are finally here, and about 
time too. A well earned break is very much needed. 
It’s time to forget and leave behind all the troubles 
and mishaps of the past few months. It’s time to go 
somewhere. Anywhere. Also need to find new things 
to do. Fully intend to start going to the club again.' 
Have not been there for a while. Wonder what the 
people there are like these days? 

Flashback! Remembered why I stopped going 
there in the first place and decided to think of 
alternatives for recreation. Could travel to Taiwan or 
Malaysia, I suppose, or maybe Japan. Cannot believe 
that it has already been a year since I have been to 
Sweden. 

Anyway, it is the first day of the holiday, and a late 
start to the day is perfectly in order with the new 
times. ■ 

10:03 Alarm dock goes off. Open eyes, stretch 
arms and notice the curtain being blown in because 
the window was left open all night. Get out of bed 
and switch on the radio. Dedde to listen to Capital 
95.8 FM playing the charts. 

• 10:25 Prepare coffee hastily, pick up newspaper, 
and squat in front of television. 

10:30-10:40 Watch Euronews's news summary and 
the weather forecast. Another hot day in store. . 

10:40-11:00 Flip through the television channels to 
see if there is anything worth watching. Cannot 
dedde what to watch: Could watch the comedy, it is 
good to have a few laughs in the morning, or could 
watch the preview of the latest movie releases; a bit 
of violence can’t hurt either. 

. 11:00 Euronews again. 

11:05 Nothing new, so dedde to do some deaning 


' »>,- house Get up. which involves taking 


^13-11-53 Notice, for the first time to flute. 
while , the Bob Marley poster over 

which read: So it was m the beginning , so it shau oe 
'In the end hanoier days will «« *S aia -. Sta ? 
thinking why life cannot be so simple. Also notice- the 
Mailed 8 Ait poster bought in Swedci n 
Realise what an interesting concept 
sent to the exhibitors through the pos'^madorer 
the world” was, and decide to find out whether the 
number on the entry ticket bought £ 
had won anything in the draw. Has been a year . but is 

worth trying anyway. ' 

11:53 Dedde to get dressed and to go to the post 
office to see whether any mail has come in recently. 
Has been a few days since the last time 1 looked. 

■ Nothing. , 

12:35-12:49 On the way home,, listen to the voice 
on the radio discuss the comfort of mail being 
delivered .right to the doorstep. Feel happy for a 
while before remembering that it is the first of April. 
Who are they kidding? 

12:49 Remember I left the radio switched on at home. 
12:59 Time to have an early lunch. 

2:00 p.m. Back to the business .of deaning up 
around the house. I am really excited about getting 
something done before the family comes over for 
dinner later tonight. Have not yet figured out what 
to order from the Chinese takeaway place down the 
street. Very sleepy though. Maybe 1 will dose my 
eyes fora few minutes. The couch looks comfortable 
enough. 

. 6:53 p.m. Oh God. 



By Mohammad A. SHuqair 


FANTASTIC FACTS 


fr The top-selling post card of all time was said to be a 
drawing by Donald McGill (1875-1962) with the 
caption: 

He: “ Do you like Kipling ?” 

She: “I don’t know, you naughty boy. 

I’ve never kippled!' 

It sold about 6,000.000. Between 1904 and his 
‘death, McGill sold more than 350.000.000 cards to 
users and deltiologists. 


The longest personal letter based on word count is 
one of 1.113,747 words written in 8 months ending 
in May. 1976, by Jacqueline Jones of Lindale. 
Texas, to her sister Mrs. Jean Stewart of Spring- 
field, Maine. 


TIME FOR FUN 


BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 


fr fr fr Hr -Hr 



fr The oldest national anthem is the Kimigayo of 
Japan in which the words date back from the 9th 
century. The anthem of Greece constitutes the first 
four verses of the Solomos poem, which has 158 
verses. The shortest anthems are those of Japan. 
Jordan and San Marino, each with only four lines. 
Of the 23 wordless national anthems, the oldest is 
that of Spain, dating from 1770. 


& SON: “ Father , my shoes have worn out. Buy me a 
new pair, please?”- 

FATHER: “Son, it’s very hot now and the holes in 
your shoes could be of great help in ventilating and 
cooling your feet!’ 


fr fr ft fr fr 


& the CARELESS PUPIL: Hello. Hello! Is this the 
bank manager? 

BANK MANAGER: Yes, yes. who’s calling? Can 
I help you? . .. 

PUPIL: Would vou kindly- -tell me 7x9 makes 
what? 


1. What is a bradawl used for? 

2. What name is given to the passages and corridors in 
ships? 

3. What substance in our blood is named after a kind 
of monkey? 

4. Who was called the “ Father of Medicine ? n the 
**. Father of English Poetry?” 

5: What is the dance of the bees? 

■6. Why might an animal suffer if it attacks a toad? 


fr fr fr fr fr 


. .t l »jrs«.K, 


fr fr fr fr fr 


PUZZLES 


fr fr fr fr fr 


fjT 
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LETS CHAT IN ARABIC 


BRUSH YOUR MEMORY 


m h 

fill ''ll 

I iPSw %%■-. * ' t ' 

-1 


He is a good eater and a good sleeper, too. 

Ennabu akool wakatbirun f nawm. aydan. 
She is two years younger than I. 

Ennaba asgbaru minni besanatain. 
You are a big head. Ennaka thooaqliyaienjabbara. 
I think this is a family matter. 

Azonn annaha mas’alaton aa ’eliya. 
I have lived hard times . 

Laqad eshtu awqataq asseebatan. 
You are a lucky fellow. Ennaka rajukm mahzouz. 
1 read a real love story. 

Qara’tu qissantan gbaramiyatan baqiqiya. 


JACK thinks he’s seeing double, for the books in both 
of these bookcases appear to be in exactly the same 
position. But there is one small difference.. 

Can you spot it?? 


FOLLOWING are 20 names of birds living all over the 
globe. Read them once or twice, then turn the page , or 
close the newspaper, and see how many of them you 
can remember. 


SCORE: PERFECT score is 18, GOOD is 15 and 
AVERAGE is 10. 


f SISK . WATER PIPIT, PENGUIN, KIWI, WAG- 
TAIL, ROBIN. SPARROW, TERN. WEAVER. 
STARLING. WAXWING . SWALLOW, NUT- 
CRACKER. WHEATEAR , RAVEN, WREN: 
HAWK, WRYNECK, SEA-GULL , KILLDEER] 


V -5* -5* -P V 
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JTV CHANNEL 2 WEEKL Y PREVIEW 


Thursday, 
Aug, IQ 


Starring: Cherly Ladd & 
Jean Smart 


130 hris-Tbe Happy Pro- 
fessor 


1:40 Noddy 
2:00 Fireman Sam 
2:15 My Secret Identity 
230 N.B.A. 

3:00 Pirates Island 


A woman is sentenced to 
15-year imprisonment 
only to leave her kids in 
the care of another 
woman. 


12:00 Shogun 


Friday , 
Aug. 11 


7:15 Magazine — E =M6 
7:30 News Headlines 
7-35 African Skies 
8:00 Coach 
830 Jordan Today 
9:15 WUd Side 
105k) News In English 


7:00 Le Journal 


7:15 Magazine — Fant 
Pas Rever 


7:30 News Headlines 
735 First Flights 
8510 Major Dad 


3:00 Pugwall’s Summer 
3:30 Movie Magic 
4:00 Families 
5:00 Spiroo 


2:30 Hey Dad! 
3:00 Survival 
4:00 Families 
. 5:00 Spirou 


Tuesday, 
Aug. tS 


Wednesday, 

Aug m Id 


2:00 Captain Planet 
230 M.A.N. T.I.S. 


530 Reportage — En- 
voye Special 


5:30 Telefilm — Aime- 
Toi Tou jours 


35)0 The Road To Avon- 
fea 


830 The Bold And The 
Beautiful 


7:00 Le Journal 


4:00 Families 


3:30 Take Your Pick 
45H) l Witness Video 
5:00 Spirou 


15)0 Read-A-Alle Deed- 
A-ABe 


10:25 Movie — Poison 
Ivy 


9:15 Dr. Quinn-Medicme 
Woman 


7:15 Usboaia: Le Maga- 
zine De L* Extreme 


1:15 Beethoven 


Starring: Michael J. Fox 
& Nancy McKeon 


730 News Headlines 


105)0 News In English 


130 Why I didn’t Think 
Of That 


12:00 The Powers That 
Be 


1035 Movie — Red Spid- 
er 


735 Diving In The Red 
Sea 


7:00 Le Journal 
7:15 French Varieties 
7:30 News Headlines 
7:35 Camp Wilder 
8:00 McHale’s Navy 


55k) Children Program- 
me — Dong 


2:00 Problem Child 
230 Soper Champs 
35)0 Tomorrow’s World 
3:30 Amazing Stories 
4:00 Families 


5:30 Magazine — Mon - 


55)0 Children 
me — Dong 


5:50 Varieties — Tarata- 
ta 


^ Denriens 
Mutates 


8:00 Nurses 


530 Varieties And Game 
Show 


25)0 White Fang 


1230 Violin Concerto 


7:00 Le Journal 


7:15 Magazine — Por- 
trait D’ Alum Cavalier 


230 Movie — A Young 
Connecticut Yankee In 
King Arthur’s Court 


Saturday, 

Aug. 12 


Starring: James Farentl- 
no & Amy Steel 


830 The Bold And The 
Beautiful 


830 The Bold And The 
Beautiful 


75)0 Le Journal 


7:00 Le Journal 


Starring: Michael York & 
Theresa Russel 


25)0 Bade To The Future 


730 News Headlines 


7:35 National Geog- 
raphic 


8:30 The Album Show 
9:15 Murder She Wrote 
10:00 News In English • 


The story of a young 
promising^ Rock N’ RoQ 
amateur whose ulimate 
dream is to perform in 
King Arthur's Court. 


2:50 Harry And The 
Hendersons 


The story a headstrong 
defective who is on a 
mission of finding out 
more about the succes- 
sive murders of old war- 
riors who fought in Viet- 
nam. 


9:15 Stratbblair 
105k) News In English ' 


9:15 Harts Of The West 
105M) News In Kng’ffcfi 


7:15 Magazine — Faut 
Pas Rerer 


7:15 Vshuaia, Le Maga - 
***** De L’extreme 


10:25 Counterstrike 
1130 The Hidden Room 


10:25 The Ruth Rendell’s 
Mysteries 


7:30 News Headlines 
735 Yon Bet Your Life 
8:00 Piglet Files 


730 News Headlines 


735 Arthur C- Chute's 
Mysterious Universe 


11:30 Movie — Torn Be- 
tween Two Lovers 


10:25 Movie — Other 
Side Of Love 


45)0 The Crystal Maze 
5590 Spirou 

530 FUm — Nous Denx 
75)0 Le Journal 


35)0 Road To Avotdea 
45k) Families 
55k) Spirou 


8:30 The Bold And The 
Beautiful 


8:00 Anything For A 
Laugh 


1130 Fortunate Pilgrim 


12:00 Keeping ■ Up 
Appearances 


Starring: Remick ' & 
Joseph .Bologna 


5:30 Documentary — 
Palettes 


Sunday, 
Aug. 13 


Monday, 
Aug. 14 


65k) Place En Garde A 
Vpe 


25)0 The FBntstones 
230 The Mighty Jungle 


2:00 The Animals Of 
Farthing Wood 


The moving story of a 
woman who finds herself 
have an affair with a 
divorced architect. 'She 
must finally tell her hus- 
band the truth... 


9:15 True Bine 
10:00 News In English 
10:25 The Fire Next Time 


The Bold And The 
Beautiful 


11:30 New York Under- 
cover 


125)0 Grace Under Fite 


9:15 Heart Of Heading 
10:00 News In English 
*0:25 Prism 
*0:4S Blue Skies 


11:45 Separate But Equal] 
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By John Horn 
The Associated Press 


Waterworld: Will most expensive movie ever sink or swim 
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UNIVERSAL city. 

California — 

Ocean currents. Deadly 
scnpi problems. Huge 
cost overruns. A directo- 
rial walkout. Cutthroat 
media.- Waterworld has 
faced just about every 
‘obstacle — except one: 
The audience. 

The most expensive 
movie ever made arrived 
in theatres last Friday af- 
ter a nightmarish vear of' 
struggle. How for the 
opening scene: A web- 
toed Kevin Costner urin- 
ates in u cup and drinks its 
purified contents. 

Books may be written 
about the many things that 
wen* wrong making 
“Waterworld . " But be- 
cause the film cost some 
Si 75 million, the final 
chapter of the Waterworld 
story can'r be written until 
the crowds decide whether 
the futuristic thriller is 
worth the price of admis- 
sion. 

2 “/ hope the film will be 

remembered as a really 
great action movie that 
stretched the genre a little 
bit. ” Costner says. 

There arc two tests for 
Waterworld — one 
accounting and the other 
artistic. 

The movie will have to 
gross about S150 million in 
U.S. theatres to be on 
course to break even when 
foreign, home video and 
other markets are tallied. 

Potentially more impor- 
tant is the appeal of the 
story' itself — a dark por- 
trait of a post-apocalyptic 
world where melted polar 
ice caps have inundated 
almost all of the Earth’s 


■ bees? 

fer if it jttjcks j \- 


dry land. 

Costner plays a charac- 
ter named the Mariner, an 
often churlish loner who. 
as an un filmed part of the 
script has it. murdered his 
own father. The Mariner 
lives on $ hodgepodge tri- 
maran. 

The boat is the Marin- 
er’s escape not only from 
dangerous hoodlums 
named smokers ( led by 
Dennis Hopper) but also 
from any other human 
contact: He wonts to be 
left alone . 

With mutated toes and 
tiny slit-like “gills” behind 
his ears, the Mariner is 
able to swim at Olympian 
speed, a hdndy talent 
given the abundance of 
ocean. 

The battle-filled story 
follows the Mariner as he 
reluctantly rescues a 
young girl named Enoh 
(Tina Majorino) and her 
adoptive mother. Helen 
(Jeanne Tripplehorn). 
from the smokers. 

Enoh bears on her back 
a strange tattoo that may 
be a map to dry land — 
whoever has Enoh. there- 
fore, has hope. A key plot 
point that never made it to 
the screen helps explain 
Enola’s link to soil: She 
was found as an infant 
floating at sea. bobbing in 
a basket with dirt in it. 

Director Kevin 
Reynolds (Robin Hood: 
Prince Of Thieves) left the 
film in late April in a 
dispute with Costner, pro- 
ducer Chuck Cordon and 
Universal Pictures. 

In a furious spate of 
last-minute editing, Cost- 
ner supervised the making 
of a new Waterworld. 

The Academy Award- 
winning director of 



Actor Kevin Costner portrays the Mariner in the new Univer- 
sal Pictures film Waterworld 


Dances With Wolves was 
doubly handicapped from 
the start: A release date 
was bearing down on him 
and people disagreed ab- 
out his own character. 

Universal’s stance was: 
Costner played somewhat 
unsympathetic characters 
in both Wyatt Earp and A 
Perfect World — and 
neither film was a hit. 

Costner, who wanted an 
angry and distant charac- 
ter, mostly prevailed. In 
the finished film, the 
Mariner throws the ver- 
bose Enola overboard in 


one scene, wallops her 
mother with an oar in 
another. 


The debut of Water- 
world has been preceded 
by the most negative 
media coverage of any 
movie since I963’s 
Cleopatra, which cost 
S213 million in current 
dollars. The most expen- 
sive. movie made before 
Waterworld was last 
year’s True Lies, which 
cost about Si 15 million. 


.battle sequences and spe- 
cial effects. Some of the 
movie's millions are not 
visible, however, since 
they went into off-screen 
delays, not on-screen ac- 
tion. And one scene in- 
volving a giant sea crea- 
ture looked incomplete 
and confusing. 


The movie features its 
share of overwhelming 


If Costner and Gordon 
could do it over again, 
they say, they would make 
sure the script was ready- 
before film was loaded in 
the cameras. And they 
would not underestimate 


the hardship of working 
on water. * t 

“We were over budget, 
were over schedule. ” Gor- 
don says. “Most big action 
movies are. 1 didn 't really 
have a sense it was slip- 
ping away. 1 just thought, 
boy. this is bigger than we 
ever dreamed.'" 

Exerpts from an inter- 
view with Kevin Costner 
about his starring role in 
Waterworld: 

Question: If there’s a 
common denominator in 
your last three films 
( Wyatt Earp. A Perfect 
World. The War), it’s that 
you played characters that 
clearly had more appeal 
for you than they did for 
the audience. 

Answer: The “W"’ 
movies — not for women. 

I think they do work. I 
think A Perfect World 
made money, and I'm sure 
The War is going 10 make 
money, because they're 
smaller budget movies... 

But then there's 
another measuring stick 
we have, and that's a stick 
that I cannot be a pan of. 
Don't get me wrong — 
I’m a fiscally oriented per- 
son. I've made films. I’ve 
financed films. I under- 
stand what a budget is. / 
don’t throw mon-ey 
around. I've been a pan of 
movies that cost very * little 
and have done things. So 1 
get that. So when 1 say / 
don't care. / do care. 
That's why I'm doing the 
press today. That's why I 
stayed with the movie. 
That's why I put up my 
back end (giving up a per- 
centage of the film's 
gross), so that we 
wouldn't make mistakes. 

The movie is going to 
get hung on me. and I 


can't do anything about 
that. What I can do is be 
there, and maybe tha * 
sounds really noble, but 1 
don't want it to. That's 
just what it is. It's just 
simple. It’s like you got 
finals tomorrow, and you 
have to pull an all-nighter. 
You gotta do it. 

Q: Do you think people 
have it out for you? Is that 
part of why the movie got 
the media attention it re- 
ceived? 

.A: I don’t know what 
I’ve done .to people. I 
don't know if they have it 
* our for me. Usually, when 
somebody has it out for 
you. it's like you've done 
something to them. So I 
can 7 trace my life and find 
what I've done to any- 
body, do you know' what I 
mean? I'm capable of self- 
examination, and h ha- 
ven't done anything. 

I've maybe failed in a 
marriage, when people 
thought a guy who has 
everything maybe 
shouldn't have his mar- 
riage fall apart. But most 
people have a life, and 
they understand what that 
pain is about. And people 
who look really closely 
know that people don't 
have perfect lives. I've 
>.hgd a blessed life, and in a 
lot of instances / felt like 
my life was perfect. But 
it's nor perfect. Things 
didn’t turn out perfectly. 
It's a life. 

Q: How do you think the 
film will be remembered? 

A: I hope the film will 
be remembered as a really 
great action movie that 
stretched the genre a Hide 
bit. The genre has been 
getting lazy. I think we go 
for the cheap laugh. We 
blow up a building and 


somebody has a cute line 
abour if — a quip. 
...When (the Mariner) 
throws her off the boat, 
when he hits her in the 
head with a paddle: Those 
things can generate a 
smile. You go. “wow. 
That's who this guy really 
is.” 

I had to fight the men- 
tality of the studio: “To 
love Kevin Costner, you 
can't be that way. Sou 
can’t just hit somebody 
like that. " 1 said. “I think, 
that's wrong . I think he's 
actually very generous. 
She didn't wake up float- 
ing. She just w oke up w ith 
a knot on her head." 

Q: And how do you fear 
it will be remembered? 

/I; I can’t say. 1 made 
up my mind that 1 liked 
the movie when it was 
over. I’m not Zen-like, 
but 1 have that satisfac- 
tion. ... 

Q: Do you think it will 
be a success? 

A: 7 think it desenes to 
be. because there was a lot 
of great work — ( director ) 
Kevin (Reynolds) in- 
cluded. A lot of great film- 
makers worked on this. 
Everybody kept fighting, 
and trying to do the right 
thing. It doesn 't deserve 
to be dismissed. It de- 
serves to be seen. ... 

Whether it's the perfect 
movie, or whether ir's the 
best movie — there's 
going to be one of those in 
vour life. I haven't seen 
the perfect movie vet. 
And only one movie is 
going to be your favourite. 
So it can't be made to 
occupy anyone of those 
places. But it can be de- 
signed to have moments 
that you're never, ever 
going to forget. 
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Julie Christie: Fantasy blonde back treading the boards 


By Robert Woodward 
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LONDON — Her beguil- 
ing smiie illuminated the 
swinging sixties. A fantasy 
blonde who won an Oscar w 
she fell in and out of Jove 
with Warren Beatty be- 
fore slipping away from 
the spotlight to live on a 
* farm in Wales. 

Now Julie Christie — 
the dreamy heroine of Dr. 
Zhivago , rhe grief- 
stricken mother of Don’t 
Look Now — is back , 
forsaking the world of 
films which made her 
\l famous to make her Lon- 
don West End debut in 
the Harold Pinter play 
Old Times. 


Reviewers are divided 
about the quality of 
Christie’s first stage per- 
formance for 25 years. She 
is not stretched playing 
Kate, a woman whose past 
and arty flatmate of 20 
years ago come back to 
disturb the tranquillity of 
her life with her husband. 

. For much of the play 
she sits sphinx-like on a 
sofa , flashing that famous 
smile before easing 
a round in a bathrobe. 

But theatregoers and 
reviewers are agreed that, 
at 55, she remains ^asto- 
nishingly beautiful, all bur 
untouched by age. The 
star quality that attracts 
every eye in the theatre is 
undnmned. 


“ Christie s stage voice is 
small, but her serenity ito-vlb 
permeable , her rapfness 
enchanting,” said the 
Observer newspaper. 


“She looks very beautiful, 
of course, but the radia- 
tion of that beauty is what 
counts. ” 


length, is perfectly suited 
to someone 'who, like 
Marilyn Monroe and Bar- 
bra Streisand, has great 
difficulty remembering 
her lines. 


“Christie’s Kate, behav- 
ing as all the best erotic 
icons should, preserves an 
air of elegant detachment: 
Like some prize cat... she 
rests curled up, watchful 
on a red sofa, as though 
glad to be savoured,” en- 
thused the Evening Stan- 
dard. 


Christie’s role, which 
has few speeches of any 


This shortcoming meant 
Christie, who was brought 
up to think that only the 
stage mattered, was natur- 
ally drawn to films and 
television when making 
her way as a young ac- 
tress. 

A small part in her de- 
but ^ film Crooks Anony- 
mous in 1962 led fo her 
lead role as tough, sexy, 
self-confident Lizzie in 
director John Schlesin- 
ger’s Billy Liar. 

Christie’s sexuahty in 
the role made her a star 
overnight and she was 
quickly installed as one of 
the faces of 1960s London. 
Her 1965 role as the free- 
loving heroine of Darling , 
also directed by Schlesin- 
ger, won her an Oscar, 
and in the same year she 
starred opposite Omar 
Sharif in Dr. Zhivago. 


Christie says she was 
” like a leaf in the wind” 
during the 1960s and looks 
back fondly on a time 
when youth seemed about 
to rule the world. 


1 Julio Christie in Death to Vaniee with 

jrn* 


Donald! Sutherland 


“ I feel very warmly ab- 
out the sixties. It’s very 
convenient to criticise that 
time now, but I think 
young people then were 
doing something quite re- 
markable,” she said re- 
cently. 

The combination of her 
beauty and what one critic 
called her “ enigmatic 
.frost” kept Christie in top 


flight roles for a decade — 
Fahrenheit 451. Far- 
From The Madding 
Crowd, The Go-Between, 
McCabe And Mrs. Miller 
and, in 1973, Don’t Look 
Now. 

Her role as Laura Bax- 
ter, the distraught mother 
who goes to Venice to try 
to forget the death of her 
drowned child, contained 
a sex scene with Donald 
Sutherland so explicit that 
cinema audiences were 
not convinced the couple 
were acting. 

The break-up of Christ- 
ie’s long relationship with 
Beatty, a disenchantment 
with Hollywood and an 
increasing social aware- 
ness meant her appear- 
ances on film became few- 
er and fewer. 

“Masses of what I did in 
films was dross, ” she says 
now. Critics say her choice 
of roles was flawed and 
some say her lack of acting 
talent forgotten in the face 
of such beauty. 

Bom in 1941 in Assam, 
India , where her father 
was a tea plantation, 
Christie has rarely fol- 
lowed a straight path 
either in her life or her 
career. 

Her parents sent her to 
live in England with a 
foster mother she had nev- 
er met and she was expel- 
led from a convent school 
for telling “rude stories.” 
Her upbringing may ex- 
plain why she has never 
married and never wanted 
children. 

After leaving hedonism 
and Hollywood behind, 
Christie gave her support 
to a plethora of political 



Julie Christie with Rod Steiger in Dr. Zhivago 


causes and campaigned 
for feminism, the environ- 
ment and animal welfare. 

She now lives with a 
campaigning left-wing 


theatre was a sell-out suc- 
cess and the play transfer- 
red to the West End early 
in July. Christie’s husband 


journalist and was happily 
!sh farm 


settled in her Welsh 
when director Lindy 
Davies persuaded her to 
tread the boards again. 

A short run of Old 
Times in a small Welsh 


in the play is played by 
Lawson, 


Leigh Lawson, married to 
another sixties icon, the 
model Twiggy. 

Christie is happy to be 
back but pleased that the 
past, and the pressures of 
real fame , will not be re- 


peated. 

"The past hardly exists 
for me. You try ro reacf to 
this conception of yourself 
which is absolutely un- 
real,” she says. 

“I’m uneasy with star- 
dom, it’s so undemocratic. 
But I’m glad I’ve experi- 
enced it because now it’s 
not something on the 
other side of the fence. ” 
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Syrian TV director takes Arab drama to the world 


The 


By Issam Hamza 
r LW '• Reuter 

Artbuf V \tfft 

terioti* 10 DAMASCUS — The Sy- 
. ft rian television director 
f jLeyth 1 e who produced one of the 
Arab World's first pop 
4 / videos is now selling his 
B# 10 ‘ television drama Falcons 
to Latin America, Asia 
. Ufjhnd Islamic countries. 
Heart & "The success of Falcons 
"means we are countering 
the invasion of intema- 
ional drama works by 
xnding our own works to 
he world," said Najdat 
’smael Anzor. 

Anzor told Reuters that 


several networks in Latin 
America would run a dub- 
bed Spanish version of his 
series. A launch ceremony 
would be held in Buenos 
Aires in October. 
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An English-language 
version of the series pro- 
duced by the Dubai Tele- 
vision Authority was in 
preparation for network in 
Japan, China, Indonesia, 
Malaysia and Islamic . 
countries. [ 

** Falcons has already 
won acclaim in the Arab 
World , winning the gold 
medal for best camera 


work and best . costumes 
at the Cairo Arab Televi- 
sion Festival in July. 

The series , about the 
adventures of an Arab 
tribal leader and his three 
sons and one daughter, 
was. the main show run by 
Arab satellite networks 
during this year's holy 
Muslim fasting month of 
Ramadan. 

Speaking on the set of 
his new drama series cal- 
led Brothers Of The Soil 
in Sweida , south of 
Damascus, Apzor said 
Arabs could sell their tele- 
vision to the world if they 


mastered advanced inter- 
national styles and techni- 
ques. 

But Arab television dra- 
ma too often relied on 
dialogue instead of ex- 
ploiting the visual 
strengths of the medium. 

‘7 used to watch Arabic 
drama series and I found 
that / was able to know 
what was happening only 
by listening to the dia- 
logue and without seeing 
the show. 


“I believe this is not 
visual drama because the 
camera has big capacities 


which we can utilise to 
serve our purposes. * 

”By mixing the visual 
language and the spoken 
language we can make a 
new image which could 
give more meanings and 
more rich ideas," be said. 

Anzor is the son of cine- 
ma director Ismael Anzor, 
one of the pioneers of the 
Syrian cinema. His father 
learned his craft in Austria 
in the 1920s and in 1931 
directed one of Syria’s 
first movies, called Under 
The Sky Of Damascus. 

Anzor , 53, began his 
career in 1972 making 


television advertisements 
and produced about 1.000 
in 10 years. 

In 1978 he directed a 
television film called A 
Picnic On The Sand with 
Jordanian and British 
actors. It won the bronze 
medal at Baghdad's First 
TV Festival after entries 
from Spain and Japan. 

In 1979 he produced 
one of the first pop video 
clips in the Arab World 
for Jordanian group Mir- 
age. 

Anzor said be did not 
hold rehearsals but ran 


sessions with the actors to 
tell them what he feels 
about the work in general 
and their roles in particu- 
lar. 

. “1 imagine the character 
and choose an appropriate 
actor to do it. Ninety per 
cent of my choice has been 
good... I depend fo a very 
big extent on new actors. 
In my last work there are 
30 new actors who are 
taking big roles and they 
appear for the first time . ” 
Anzor said his latest 
work Brothers Of The 
Soil, set during the last 
days of Ottoman rule of 


the Arab World, was one 
of the biggest television 
drama productions in the 
Arab World and the most 
expensive re/ev£sion dra- 
ma made in Syria. 

A big budget, which he 
declined to disclose, 
would finance 150 actoi * 
and 30,000 extras 
seconded from anti-riot 
police squads and youth 
organisations. 

-J- 

The work would be pro- 
duced by Al-Sham Com- 
pany, owned by the sons 
of Syrian Vice President 
Abdul-Halim Khaddam. 







Common vitamin deficiency could trigger heart attacks 


By Paul Raeburn 

The Associated Press .* 
BAR HARBOUR, Maine 
— A simple vitamin de- 
ficiency could trigger 30 
per cent to 40 per cent of 
the heart attacks and 
strokes suffered by Amer- 
ican men each year , a re- 
searcher reported. 

This startling revela- 
t ion, emerging from a few 
dozen new studies, means 
that vitamin supplements 
might prevent many of 
those heart attacks, saving 
the country untold suffer- 
ing and billions of dollars 
in medical costs. 

The vitamin is folic 


add, heralded in recent 
years for its critical role in 
preventing birth defects. 

Folic - add is found in 
green leafy vegetables 
such as brussels sprouts , 
spinach and lettuce , and in 
many fruits, including ap- 
ples and oranges. It is also 
available in most common 
multiple vitamin supple- 
ments. 

“This is so new there 
aren’t recommendations," 
said Dr. Judith Hall , a 
geneddst at the Universi- 
ty of British Columbia. 
She described the new 
findings at a genetics 
meeting at the Jackson 


Laboratory in Bar Har- 
bour. 

Dr. Hall f who special- 
ises in the study of folic 
add and birth defects, has 
called for the addition of 
folic add to wheat, rice 
and com to prevent birth 
defects , just as iodine is 
added to salt and Vitamin 
D is added to milk to 
prevent other deGdendes. 
The U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) is 
now considering such a 
move. 

Studies have shown that 
ensuring adequate folic 
add levels in women when 
they get pregnant could 


cut the rate of birth de- 
fects in half. The job could 
be accomplished at a cost 
of about 1 cent per person 
per day. Dr. Hall said. 

The importance of folic 
add is now growing even 
more as studies begin to 
suggest that folic acid 
might likewise produce re- 
ductions of up to 40 per 
cent in heart attacks and 
strokes. So far, the studies 
on folic add and heart 
disease have been done 
just on men. 

While the link to heart 
disease isn’t proven. Dr. 
Hall and others are sug- 
gesting that boosting folic 


add intake should be done 
now, even before more 
conclusive studies are done. 

Dr. Jacob Sclhub , the 
author of a paper pub- 
lished in the New England 
Journal of Medidne in 
February that linked folic 
acid deGdendes to in- 
creased risk of strokes. 
was more conservative 
than Dr. Hall, estimating 
that folic add deficiencies 
might be responsible for 
15 per cent to 20 per cent 
of heart attacks and 
strokes. 

But both agreed that 
the link between folic add 
and heart disease was very 


strong. 

“These studies have 
been repeated 30 to 40 
times by the many other 
people, ” Dr. Sclhub said 
in a telephone interview. 
He is the director of the 
Vitamin Metabolism 
Laboratory at Tufts Uni- 
versity's Jean Mayer 
USDA Human Nutrition 
Research Centre on Ag- 
ing. 

In a recent discussion of 
the studies. Dr. Meier J. 
Stampfer of the Harvard 
School of Public Health, 
an authority on heart dis- 
ease risks , said “It will be 
prudent to ensure adequ- 


ate dietary intake ” of folic 
add because “the weight 
of the evidence is substan- 
tial. " 

The researchers noted, 
however, that it is still 
important to control fat 
and cholesterol in the 
diet , 'because they are 
separate risks for heart 
disease. Ensuring adequ- 
ate folic acid levels will 
not protect against the 
evils of an unhealthy diet. 

Dr. Selhub’s study and 
others published in ■ recent 
months have shown that 
high levels of a natural 
substance called homocy- 
steine — which has many 


roles in the body — ate 

associated with an in- 
creased risk of heart 
attacks and strokes. 

The studies suggest that 
the higher the j level of 

homocysteine; tbp greater 
the risk of heart attacks 
and strokes. 1 Increasing 
the amount of folic aetd in 
the diet reduces the level 
of homocysteine 

About 400 ipicrograms 
of folic add per day seems 
to be enough to lower 
homocysteine to a safe 
level. Dr. Hall 'faid, pro- 
tecting against, heart 
attacks, strokes and birth 
defects . 


Pesticides are a common ingredient in baby food 


By Darlene SuperviUe 

The Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Pesti- 
cide residues in three lead- 
ing baby food brands pose 
possible health risks to 
children although the 
levels are “well below” 
government limits, en- 
vironmental groups con - 
. tended. 

Baby food companies 
said there was .no need for 
alarm. 

Sixteen pesticides were 
found in eight different 
baby foods from Gerber , 


Heinz and Beech-Nut, in- 
cluding some that may 
cause cancer or disrupt the 
hormone system, accord- 
ing to a report by the 
environmental working 
group and the National 
Campaign for Pesticide 
Policy Reform. 

While acknowledging 
that the detected levels 
met U.S. government 
standards, the report said 
the baby food “still con- 
tains residues of pesticides 
at levels that have <nQt 
been shown to be safe for 
infants. ” 


The groups also said 
that any congressional ac- 
tion to repeal longstand- 
ing pesticide safety stan- 
dards could allow even 
greater amounts of harm- 
ful substance into the 
American supply of raw 
and processed foods. 

“T don’t think we should 
have a food panic,*’ 
cau tion ed Dr. Philip 
Landrigan , professor of 
pediatrics at Mount Sinai 
Medical Centre in New 
York , **. I think baby food 
is very safe, but we have 
to do better than we’re 


doing. ” 

The National Academy 
of Sciences reported in 
1993 that children are 
more sensitive to pesticide 
residue on fruits and • 
vegetables than adults , 
and that the government 
should do a better job of 
protecting them from that 
risk. But at the same time, 
the academy endorsed a 
diet for cfatidren that is 
rich in fruits and veget- 
ables. 

The environmental 
groups called for a sepa- 
rate set of pesticide stan- 


Glasses may make 
children’s eyesight worse 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
Prescribing .glasses to 
nearsighted children may 
actually make their vision 
worse, scientists said 
Monday. 

“It raises the possibility 
that lenses can exacerbate 
the problem of myopia 
said Josh Wallman, pro-, 
fessor of biology at City 
University of New York, 
citing a recent study of 
how spectacles affect 
monkeys’s eye develop- 
ment. 

Speaking in a telephone 


interview, Prof. Wallman 
warned that the study only 
raises the possibility — 
and does not prove — that 
wearing glasses hurts chil- 
dren’s vision , because, the 
monkeys wore glasses 
more powerful than the 
corrective lenses pre- 
scribed to children. 

Myopia , or nearsighted- 
ness, affects about one in 
four people. Hyperopia is 
the term for farsighted- 
ness which is less debilitat- 
ing and also affects about 


one in four people. 

Both conditions are 
caused by a conGguration 
of tiie eye that makes im- 
ages focus either in front 
of or behind, rather than 
on, the retina. 

“ The crucial thing is to 
really understand how the 
eye decides it’s myopic or 
hyperopic and physically 
corrects itself," Prof. 
Wallman said. 

He said that because 
developing eyes grow to 
compensate for perceived 
myopia or hyperopia, 
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AWFUL-GOOD 
By Diane C. Baldwin 



I Young Miron 
5 Quito 

B Ftogaraks tans 

IS Eyn»OT. fcrtufty 
17 ■- Wah Rosa- 
19 ABameon 
hmebons 

21 Nixtw NsnMtaf 
ZS Storing machtna 
KMor 

23 Where boom la 
booed 

26 Loon up 

27 Aitior* BuH 
SB Pragma lor ■ 

m* 

ESBUreaSOwflh 

■atom 

30 QtmMMn 

32 Sesgin lend 

33 Second to — 
(tops) 

DOWN 

1 — cafcs 

2 AgatgW 
wrongdoing 

3 Granular Ice 
porlWaa 

4 Coalsd motel 
■gam 

b Bom' 
e PcmUcword 
7 Optomarstax*. 
kt-bada 

B Skmr-pacad crtlaf 
B Eye piece 
10 Rangoon's meal 

II &naadog 

IS Beam's cmeiby 

13 GompMeiy craty 
Mow 

14 BuB-pMldl 

15 Lawyar’a 


3« OttnbmQ plain 

38 5» » wan 

OHWtUdl 

40 Remans — (Mnd 

oJnenraO 
44 BUarOug 

49 Cunras 
47-— GotsSsoW 
48 Ocoan movement 
48 Wok-mooning 

50 Soma met 
52 Taunts gams 

stan 

. 54 Vera of Nras 
55 Modes) monitor 
MOMS 

58 Ctossa hand 

59 PraatdonUai 
name * 

W Coastal areas 
82 Author Huriar 


IB bSMrwJ transport 

IB Hading nets 
20 Woaldy TV Show 
24 StragtfaYx place 

ZS Tuba Mors 

38 Aloi Upper 
31 Oeaiti up 

33 No repast* 

34 Maksscsfcea 

35 ta“ (campaign 


36 PadfcMend 

37 Aostracteemg 
39 Presley's *—Laa 

Vegas' 

4t Program shrub 

42 Wnary awraBng 

43 Heraldic band 
« Washington VIP 
50 Gymnast 

Gomaned 


84 Lodnr room Ram 

86 W M sr c art er 
eromaan 

68 Kina ol dancer 
89 Genua of tropical 
Starts 

71 Ftaranco'a ihror 

72 Sutworalon 
stratagem 

78 Lira a weak old 
woman 

77 Fadtty 

79 Lacas again 

81 SmWwr 

82 Brook* 

83 Track shoe 
taature 

83 BaarshalMfl 
88 CDwd. 

87 Beginning weft . 

88 Branch 

89 Mama* worn 


51 Rumor Un 
S3 Actor AuberfonQIs 
94 Tragical (nil 
56 Ladd end Keaton 
87 Place of aaciualon 
81 Lota ol money 
S3 Highway hauler 
65 Choir .Ultra 

87 Manuscript end 

69 Re vering plant 

70 Certain African 

72 Knights' mouns 

73 Make cnangas in 

74 Tleckaai shrub 
76 Computer kay 
78 intend na 

7B Boons lor 
_ beggara 


Bi Pastor's noms 

92 Mother of Apoko 

93 Rlenugly 

95 HejrtorsJd Siting 
36 Raw's partner 
100 DbUrt 
tOS KM Olenina 
103 Baby's toy 
109 OWca poraonnai 

108 Latter from Si 
Paul 

H2 Vocaffy 

113 TlmeoihanWta 

115 MuWeal Lena 

116 Regatta needs 

117 Racreaaan oq. 
iiB M.Mawee 

119 Man Hie haffn 

120 Helper attx. 

121 ■ Wonderful 
Lite* 

122 Mi or kernel 


88 MivrayorBam 

90 MInMdnginwaty 
wo* 

91 FasMonaM 
64 Souda 

08 La Scats 
•pedaHes 
97 SUL 
99 Brcri cousin 
tot Barnaul 

103 Quanta wonts 

104 Saida 

105 HpMaiM 

106 Sp. tehee 

107 Trudrar’i traitor 

109 Trtdant pad 

110 Fafewtedan 

111 Author BegnoU 


80 Semen's hangout 113 Ttootan go2aBe 



84 Irorvtbilfld riier 
68 Soothing shakos 


114 Merest rate 


Diagram less, 17A z 19D 
By Frances Burton 


5 inpMdheaun 
e Fool 
9 Racetrack 

to Whirl reel 

13 -Abner 

14 Not concealed 

15 Traabutk 

16 MonpamosH's 
land 

18 SW locals 
DOWN 

1 Pusn rudely 

2 Stove and 
forth 

3 WlngBra 

4 Leaner bard br 
ffwwsis 

8 'Psycho' director 

7 Father 

8 Thick alee 

10 Patches 

11 Greek loner 

12 Swann 


19 Offer opposing 
evidence 

20 Ltogsrttomanty 
one 

23 Finn wool 
28 Washington dry 

28 Charter nog 

29 Danger rater 

30 Wanderer 

31 — Mdnea 

32 Cheats 


14 Gamine number 

15 Very xophKDcma 
17 Acorn, eg. 

IB Tragical bah 
S3 Amve 

21 To — 

(ururtmousfyl 

22 Fathers 

24 Matos mistakes 

25 Harvest* 

27 Food Osh 
33 Gajoltwdy 


34 BUmU places 

35 Malta 

37 Perm tried by lew 

42 RBI. eg 

43 Chum 

48 'A Ben tor — 

47 — Magncn 

48 El — , Tew 

49 Leave 
91 Nags 
53 Observe 


38 Sdmdonlha 
Thames 

37 roungimn 

38 -lu 

30 S laevatesa 
garmert 

40 Onca — bkw 
moan 

41 Lotaugy 

43 Stott* sure of 


54 Tenor 

57 Osman nds 

58 Salad ingredient 
56 ‘—Three Urea* 
80 Luce 

83 PttyUflan briefly 

54 Chanced upon 
65 Aulas 

86 Noah's boa 

87 am 

80 Aggregates 

45 Deprtrebon 
48 Norman 
vtoan— 

90 Cos 

52 Snrtty kymalaru 
two* 

55 Noting: 5p 
MTake — tom IT 
58 Chores 
GOTfta 

81 In— ol 

82 Dutch choree 


Leal Week's Cryptogram! 

1. Television viewer thinks his remote i> stuck whan ho ma 
the seme commercial on seven consecutive channels. 

2- These days, a frog who would a-wooJn£ go can turn on any 
t ole vision talk ibov for all kinds of advice en dating. 

3. Confucius said. "Big bang to a eoamologiat must be far 
different from big bangs to a cosmetologist.*' 

4. Espionage agent with water pistol tries to spray apry spy 
while eating. 

CRYPTOGRAMS 

l.QTWB JBK ATPUDJLQDTEB DJ CTT PTLB 
TATCBM TWW IS8 VD1IVB UDBM KDIS BOM 
P9TI1BE. — By EaH IraUnd 


I.CTDPLS ACTUZ ACTDPIA 
OCTOPUTH OCZ CTBVA, -tf* 
UGUCTUIBTA UE VDCTNZ." 


— By Daaae B. MuGogy 


3.HKRPTUAA LAL'CKN BUB U2ZSCKE BQKZ OK 
MISTAKE UZE CRUGO NKLAGOEE . OVS flYPQ 
BITBPTF.IPK. — By Ed H ml itW i t e a 


SOLUTIONS OF LAST WEEK’S PUZZLE 


j uaena aonon duq- 

IBano doBon naaoQ DOaa 
Itrmon flOOOQ ocraau onao 

’^nnDOaODLlDEUCJDBDDQUan 

I . ngaoa oebq ugdouu 
I ntranno oqdq odbo 
nuoED ."□□BOflOonaaongg 
oaoo • QDQ CjnQ DBdD 

k*!rrn CTGBEQOODaQtia ODDS 
nnBOiij Gmao rjddooo 
• aapoDD aou onooau 
Qoouaa OEann onooa „ 
aOQQ □UOEPODlraDOD CJ0D1 
0OG3D'- KUO OOQ Spgu 1 

nnnnn nnnnnaona OEOQO 
• coao nnoa nonoED 
nrjQDQD DODI3 QETnoo _ _ 
□aeoaraDaQ^ooBonaBcrgn 
■ "gsa cgcou oilcan eoub 
5na poSaa naaaq aguq 
J ipn □□□□n-QoaQQ nagO 


aoDQ . od5H 

ODQQQ H0HQ 
EnnnaoQ naaaQ 
OaHDEl DaBQQOQQ 
□OH0 OHOD 
□□□Q QQflEtQD 
□QD DQOD 
nioooannaan : ooa 
uqohq ana 
□nn nraa npoagaEi 
orsDO □□□ 
oaoaao an0Q 
Bnaa osna 
aonanann oramoa 
□mi3Q0 QannoQQ 
□□□□ annaQ 

□HOB 0DGD 


INDREAD7 


TILHOTAIL, 


— By Freak N. Stein 



dards that would apply to 
infants and young chil- 
dren. 

Spokesman for Gerber, 
Heinz, Beech-Nut and the 
National Food Processors 
Association disputed the 
notion that children aren’t 
adequately protected 
under current standards, 
noting that the Environ- 
mental Protection Agency 
considers infants and chil-. 
dren when setting overall 
pesticide standards. 

" All Gerber baby foods 
are safe. You cannot 
make or buy a safer baby 
food for your babies,” 
said spo^esmau ' Van 
Hi ndes. He said Gerber's 


pesticide elimination 
programme examines the 
enure food process, in- 
cluding soil, seed, growth, 
harvest and processing. 

Heinz ana Beech-Nut 
also have stringent prog: 
rartime to reduce the 
amount of pesticide re- 
sidues in their products , 
company spokesmen said. 

Jars of applesauce, 
green beans, peaches, 
pears, garden vegetables 
or peas-and-carrots, 
plums, squash and sweet 
potatoes were bought in 
Philadelphia, Denver and 
San Francisco, the report 
said. 

Of the 72 samples, mul- 


tiple pesticides were found 
in all of the fruits and two 
of tiie vegetables tested, 
the report said. Fruits con- 
tained more pesticides and 
at higher levels than 
vegetables, though all of 
the detected levels were 
within federal standards, 
according to the report. 

“ Baby foods and other 
foods appropriate for in- 
fants and children are 
safe, ” said Dr. Rhona 
Appelbaum , * executive 
vice president for scien- 
tific and regulatory affairs 
at the Food Processors 
Association. " While this 
report never actually says 
that these foods are un- 


safe, it does imply very 
clearly that consumers 
should be worried about 
the foods they feed their 
children .” ; 

Richard Wiles, vice 
president of research at 
the Environmental Work- 
ing Group and author o0' 
the report, said* testing 
pesticides on adult anim- 
als gives little inright into 
how an infant would react 
to the substance. The . 
groups wants pesticides to 
be tested on infant anim- 
als, but the food industry 
opposes that in favour of a 
single standard fat every- 
one. ,[■ 


wearing corrective glasses 
or heavy reading may con- 
vince the eye that it is 
hyperopic and cause it to 
compensate. 

“The next step is to 
trick the eye into not cor- 
recting, ” said Prof. Wall- 
man. ■ 

' The monkey study and 
an accompanying article 
co-authored by Prof. 
Wallman appear in the 
August issue of the 
monthly magazine. Na- 
ture Medicine. 


Aspirin discovery may : 
lead to better pain relieve t 


CHICAGO (R) — A saf- of years. It was Gist taken 
er Aspirin with fewer side- as an herbal preparation 
effects may be mariceteti made from willow tree 
in years ahead now that bark and then synthesised 
researchers have unlocked in pure form a century 
the ancient mystery of ago. 
how the pain reliever Gemini dynamics 

wo £rt a- - remained a mystery until 

recently. They haie now 
' bee ° explained by Dr. 

Dr Michael Oaran- Oaravito and coheaknes at 

to, °f the University of ^ de Biologie 

iMM Phisico-Chimique in Paris. 

one can now build a better Aspirin already was 

Aspirin. It won’t be more known to interfere with 
efficacious, but it wojild the activity of an enzyme 
be safer to take, ” said Dr. called Prostaglandin H2 
Garavito, who together Synthase, or PGHS, 
with French scientists has which helps produce pain- 
shown how Aspirin and signalling prostaglandin 
pain relievers like it stop hormones, 
pain and inflammation. Using X-ray crystai- 
Aspirin has been used lograpby, the Chicago- 
by humans for thousands Paris team looked at how 


Aspirin acts on PGHS at 
the molecular level. They 
found that the enzyme is a 


pain signallers. 

Dr. Garavito said the 
team also found that the 


crystal with a tube running • body makes two types of 


through its centre. 
“Normally, the cbemic- 


the prostaglandin-forming 
enzyme — PGHS-1 and 


works. 1 

“The drug companies 
are already hot oh this/ 1 
said Dr. Michael Garavi- 
to, of the University of 
Chicago Medical Centre. 

“The bottom tine is that 
one can now build a better 
Aspirin. It won’t be more 
efficacious, but it wojrid 
be safer to take, ” said Dr. 
Garavito, who together 
with French scientists has 
shown how Aspirin and 
pain relievers tike it stop 
pain and inflammation. . 

Aspirin has been used 
by humans for thousands 


al precursory of prosfajg- PGHS-Z^ One has to do 
landin move tip' through' with pain, signalling ; and 


this channel/’ said reseat- 
chefs in a summary 6f 
their ground-breaking 
article published in the 
August issue of the jour- 
nal Nature Structural 
Biology. 

Aspirin gets inside the 
tube and “ blocks the 
channel, preventing the 
precursors of prostaglan- 
din from moving further 
up the channel and keep- 
ring them from ever 
reaching ** a key spot 
where they would normal- 
ly become fully-formed 


,the other, doesn’t, but 
Aspirin blocks both. 

re-engineering 
Aspirin and similar pain 
relievers so that they 
block only the PGHS en- 
zyme associated with pain, 
the drugs could be made . 
mor ^ selective. jp/ j 

Unintentional side- 
effects of repeated Aspirin 
use , such as thinning of 
the blood and stomach 
ulceration, could be mini- 
.mised by such a new drug. 
Dr. Garavito said. 


Researchers Mink flawed gene 
combination to Alzheimer’s 


By Claudia Coates 

The Associated Press 
PITTSBURGH — Re- 
searchers have - added a 
combination of flawed 
genes — found in one out 
of every 600 people — to 
the list of factors linked to 
Alzheimer’s disease. 

University of Pittsburgh 
researchers announced 
that they have identified a 
gene Gaw which, in the 
presence of another 
Qawed gene already link- 
ed to Alzheimer's, could 
greatly increase the likeli- 
hood of developing the 
illness. 

Dr. Steven T. Dekosky, 
who co-authored the 
study, said it demonstrates 
the complexity of 
Alzheimer’s and noted the, 
gene combination is only a 
link, not a direct cause of 
the disease. 

The risk of developing 
the disease depends on 
many factors, including 
bow long a person lives, 
and whether they have 
had head injuries. 

Two other genes have 
been identified as direct 
causes of Alzheimer's. 

“ This all of a sudden 
becomes a heart disease- 
type problem. There are a 
number of ways you can 
get it, ” said Dr. Dekosky, 
director of the university’s 
Alzheimer's Research 
Centre. 

About four million peo- 
ple nationwide have 
Alzheimer's, which prog- 
ressively destroys memory 
and judgment. Of those , 
400.000 have the familial. 


or inherited, form. The 
remaining 3.6 million have 
sporadic Alzheimer’s, 
among them, about one in 
every five — or 720,000 
people — carry both 
Gawed genes. 

In the' general popula- 
tion, about one in every 
600 people carry both of 
the risky genes linked to 
the disease . 

The study by Dr. De- 
kosky and M. Ilyas Kam - 
boh, an associate profes- 
sor of human genetics, 
was published in the Au- 
gust issue of Nature Gene- 
tics. 

The researchers built on 
findings by Dr. Allen 
Roses of Duke University 
that linked Alzheimer’s to 
Gawed genes that produce 
a variant fatty protein . 
Apolipoprotein E4. 

Humans have two 
copies of all genes, one 
from each parent, and Dr. 
Roses found that an indi- 
vidual with two Gawed 
APO-E genes is 11 times 
more likely to develop 
Alzheimer's than an indi- 
vidual with two normal 
genes. 

Dr. Dekosky and Dr. 
Kamboh found that in the 
presence of a second set of ■ 
Sawed genes, the risk tri- . 
pies. 

They looked at normal 
and Gawed genes for anti- 
chymotrypsin, an enzyme 
affecting proteins in the 
brain. The Gawed act gene 
produces an enzyme that 
does not break up certain 
proteins associated with 
Alzheimer’s. 


They found that indi- 
viduals with two Gawed 
act genes as well as two 
Gawed APO-E .genes are 
34 times more likely to 
develop Alzheimer’s than 
an individuaj with normal 
genes. 

Alone, an abnormal act 
gene also increased the 
risk of Alzheimer’s by 1.5 
times. 

“This is probably going 
to be the first of several 
fairly rapid discovery of 
susceptibility genes. ” Dr. 
Roses said. 

Subjects in the study 


were divided into two 
groups. The group with- 
Alzheimer’s consisted of 
225 individuals. About 
half of them were living 
mid the data on the other 
half was collected by auto- 
psy. They were' compared 
with a group of 315 people 
who appeared not to have 
the illness. * 

Dr. Dekosky stressed 
that age remains the 
gff 3 / 6 ? 1 risk \factor for^ t 
AJzbeuner’s. Nearly half 
of all people who reach 
85 will contract tile 
disease. 
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Dictators 
should not 

sleep easy 


By Andrew Neil 

THE FRENCH govern- 
ment has, denied that one ot 
it** . fighter-bombers drop- 
ped □ one-tonne Jjier- 
guided bomb on (he P^le 
stronghold of the Bosnian 
Serbs (last monthi. an 
apparent attempt to assas- 
sinate an aide to their lead- 
er. Radovan Karadzic, in 
revenge for the Serbian 
murder of two French 
peacekeepers, the latest of 
many French fatalities in 
Bvisnta. I hope such an, 
unauthorised raid did. 
nevertheless, rake place. 

It is encouraging that 
official denials from Pans 
have been routine Jnd un- 
convincing. The El v see 
palace was provoked into a 
terse rejection of reports in 
the French press — a dental 
suspiciously similar to the 
one 111 years ago after 
French agents had bloun 
up rhe Rainbow Warrior — 
only after the French de- 
fence minister had com- 
mented that such an attack 
would "constitute an 
appropriate response to the 
logic of war chosen by the 
Serbs." In other words, the 
atrocities of the Serbs jus- 
tify a high-tech shoot -co- 
kill policy towards their 
leaders. 

The words of Jacques 
Chirac, the French presi- 
dent. also encouraged 
doubts about the denial. “I 
immediately ordered a 
riposte." he said, respond- 
ing to a question about the 
two French deaths, "which 
has been carried out." 

Journalists in Pale re- 
ported an explosion shortly 
after a plane flew overhead 
two weeks ago; there is 
radar evidence of aircraft 
over Pale at that time, and ;r , 
American "i rite I licence:'* " 
which has the most soph- 
isticated electronic eaves- 
dropping capability, has in- 
dicated "that a revenge raid 
did indeed take place. 

There is no need to be 
squeamish about such a 


prospect. Our only regret 
should be that the raid 
failed. D roping hombs 
down the Chimneys of evil 
men is one of the few ways 
in which democracies can 
make dictators directly 
accountable for their atro- 
cities. They jre prepared to 
bomb, maim and torture 
innocent people to get theit 
wav — even, perhaps, to 
leave bombs in trains dur- 
ing the Paris rush hour to 
intimidate us into submis- 
sion. 

We should leave such 
people in no doubt that we 
have the technology to 
make them pay with their 
lives — and that we arc 
prepared to use it Then 
they might think twice. 

live Guardian, of course, 
is appalled at the thought 
of such unilateral missions 
of vengeance. “Daring 
raids remain a diversion." 
it opined on Thursday, con- 
cluding they were "not the 
right answer." You could 
hear this tut-tutiing of the 
liberul left chattering clas- 
ses against the French 
echoing across north Lon- 
don. But then The Guar- 
dian and its core readership 
is still think the crisis in 
Bosnia can be handled by 
an inadequate, indecisive 
United Nations rather than 
by resolute action from the 
NATO allies. 

"However defective the 
U.N. structure (in Bos- 
nia}." said The Guardian, 
in the editorial (hat dispa- 
raged French dernng-du. 
"it should be strengthened, 
not discarded." Thus are 
well-meaning folk prepared 
to send British and French 
soldiers 10 their slaughter 
— all because it is more 
.important that they feel 
,good. about supporting a 
war under The auspices of* 
the U.N. than that bur sol- 
diers are' sent to fight under 
the command structure 
most likely to save their 
lives. 

It is an example of what 
makes me a nervous hawk 



on Bosnia. When your 
allies include The Guar- 
dian. the Independent. 
Robin Cook and Onrc 
Short. you can be sure that 
you will have lu light any 
Bosnian war with one arm 
tied behind your back 
(courtesy of the U.N.) and 
that such allies will m var- 
iously disappear (to be 
transmogrified into anti- 
war activists) once the body- 
bags start returning home. 
This is what happened dur- 
ing the Vietnam war. which 
liberals started then turned 
against when the going got 
tough. 

They will certainly stop 
you from taking the war to 
the very hearts of the 
enemy's leaders.' 'Which is 
what the French apparently 
tried to do last month. Yet * 
the French could not have 
had belter cause — or 
chosen a better time 10 do 
it. Within 4K hours of the 
reported French raid. Mr. 
Karadzic and his army 


commander . Ratko Mla- 
dic. were indicted for geno- 
cide and other war crimes 
hv the special Yugoslav war 
crimes tribunal ot 12 inter- 
national judges sitting in 
the Hague. 

The tribunal has been 
gathering evidence fur two 
years and now believes it 
has enough to charge the 
Serbian leader and his top 
general with "genocide and 
crimes against humanity, 
among others, arising from 
atrocities perpetrated 
against the civilian popula- 
tion throughout Bosnia- 
Hcrzegovina; for the snip- 
ing campaign against eiv- 
liuns in Sarajevo; and for 
the taking of U.N. 
peacekeepers" as;, hostages., 
and their use as human 
shields." 

Among the details of this 
devastating indictment you 
will find that Messrs Karad- 
zic. Mladic and their 
accomplices are "accused 
of the internment • of 


thousands of Muslims j-nJ 
Croats in detention camps, 
where, guards “killed de- 
tainees. seriously injured 
them and deliberately im- 
posed upon them condi- 
tions intended to bring ab- 
out their physical destruc- 
tion." 

The tribunal charge sheet 
goes on; "Detainees were 
repeatedly subjected to 
and/or witnessed inhumane 
acts, including murders, 
rapes and sexual assaults, 
tortures, healings, robber- 
ies as well as other forms of 
mental and physical 
abuse." None of this in- 
clude the atrocities follow- 
ing the Serb invasion of 
Srebrenica, which the tri- 
■bunul is now also investi- 
gating. 

Despite this detailed and 
well-documented litany of 
horrors — the first interna- 
tional war crimes investiga- 
tion since Nazi leaders 
were arraigned at Nurem- 


berg — the brutal reality is 
that the tribunal in unlikely 
to succeed in securing a 
single conviction. 

The Serbs do not recog- 
nise the tribunal's author- 
ity : there is nobody to hand 
the war criminals over to 
face trial. Indeed, as its 
charges and arrest warrants 
were being issued in the 
Hague, a British general 
was sitting down with Mr. 
Mladic to discuss, on behalf 
of the U.N.. the safe pas- 
sage of Muslims in his brut- 
al" hands since the fall of 
Zepa. 

So the butchers of Bosnia 
look like getting off scot- 
free. It is too much a coun- 
sel of despair to say that 
nothing can be done about 
it. The post-cold-war world 
is going to be full of Karad- 
zic" and Mladics, with their 
evil disregard for human 
rights and international 
borders, unless the demo- 
cracies make a stand now. 


Perhaps we cannot rid 
the world of dictators tor 
the foreseeable future, or 
take action against all the 
world’s atrocities. But 
where dictators are on the 
rampage, deiermined to' 
spread their poisonous 
rule, as they are now in 
Bosnia, it is the duty of 
democracies 10 make them 
realise that they cannot act 
with impunity. 

That is best done, m the 
absence of other remedies, 
by making them realise that 
at any time a cruise missile 
could come soaring down 
their ventilator shafts, or a 
laser-guided bomb come 
dropping down their chim- 
neys. They must be made, 
to "go to bed every night not. 
knowing whether they will, 
wake up in the morning. 
They must be left in no 
doubt that, at any time, any 
place, they couid pay for 
their evil with their lives. 

It has been said that all it 
takes for evil to flourish is 


for good men to do no- 
thing. In Bosnia, the forces 
of good have been doing 
next to nothing for too 
long. The French missed 
first time. But Mr. Karad- 
zic should be warned in no 
uncertain terms that they 
might not miss a second 
time. That might concen- 
trate hi> mind on calling off 
the slaughter in Bosnia and 
coming to the negotiating 
table in good faith. 

If he does not. he and his 
kind deserve to die in any 
way that modern warfare 
can accomplish. It is a 
proper use of such weapon- 
ry one of the few advan- 
tages the democracies hold 
as dictator flourish in the 
new world order.- - We 
should not hesitate to use it 
when it is required. I wish 
the other allies had as 
robust an attitude as the 
French. 

Sunday Times 


Serbian evacuation blocked I Jordan hopes to better ties 


dgm 

mer’i 


EPS 

'yWLEDGt 


on sit 


(Continued from page 1) 

Mr. Martic said, adding that 
he was expecting Krajina 
Serb volunteers to mobilise 
soon. 

"I have been in the woods 
fighdng recently but I have 
heard that a great many 
volunteers in Serbia and 
Montenegro are wilting to 
come," Mr. Martic told re- 
porters. 

However, thousands of sol- 
diers have joined their fami- 
lies in long columns of re- 
fugees heading east Bosnia, 
with several hundred among 
the estimated 20,000 people 
already in Yugoslavia. 

Several told AFP they felt 
they had been sold out by the 
authorities and would never 
fight again. 

The United States said on 
Tuesday it hoped to take 
advantage of the Croat offen-' 
sive to try to breathe new life 
into the peace process. Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton said be was 
sending a high-level delega- 
tion to Europe for talks. 

The United Nations said 
there were thousands of re- 
fugees crammed into Dvor 
and the fighting was extreme- 
ly alarming. 

“The U.N. is also bravely 
concerned about the tens of 
thousands of refugees trap- 
ped on the road who may 
have been exposed to fighting 
in the area," said the U.N.’s 
Major Rita Lepage. 

Bui a truce deal around the 
towns of Topusko and Glina 
seemed to be holding and 
there was a glimmer of hope 
pockets of uncaptured Serbs 


may be brought to safety, the 
U.N. said. 

The Serbs have agreed to 
band over their heavy 
weapons before they go and 
the U.N. confirmed big guns 
were being deposited in col- 
lection centres. 

Maj. Lepage said some 

39.000 Serbs were trapped in 
Topusko in desperate condi- 
tions with very little food or 
water. U.N. convoys would 
attempt to get into the area 
Wednesday, she said. 

In neighbouring Bosnia as 
many as 150,000 people in 
cars, tractors and on horse- 
drawn carts fanned out along 
roads on the slow journey 
from their abandoned homes 
in Croatia towards the hope 
of shelter in Serbia. 

“The roads in Bosnia are 
full of people." said Josue 
Anselmo, the Belgrade 
spokesman of tlje Interna- 
tional Committee of the Red 
Cross (ICRC). "It is quite 
difficult to reach people who 
■need our help and the situa- 
tion is worsening.” 

The ICRC said there were 
dozens of forced expulsions 
of minority Muslims 'and 
Croats from Banja Luka, the 
main town in Serb-held 
northern Bosnia, by new 
Krajina Serb arrivals. 

Some 30,000 Croats and 

20.000 Muslims still live in 
the Banja Luka area despite 
a vicious campaign by Bos- 
nian Serbs to force all non- 
Serbs out. 

U.N. aid workers said 
Croatian obstructions and the 
destruction of bridges -on 
supply routes was hampering 
the delivery of relief. 
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Hamas renews anti-U.S. threats 


(Continued from page 1) 


if 


a formal extradition request 
from Israel. 

"The administration of Bill 
Clinton rejected all official 
and popular appeals to free 
Dr. Abu Marzouk and in- 
sisted on committing a grave 
political mistake which will 
have negative and grave con- 
sequences,” the statement 

sai d. 

Israel has said it would 
seek Mr. Abu Marzouk's ex- 


tradition from because he 
was “engaged in conspiracies 
to commit the crimes of mur- 
der, manslaughter, grievous 
harm, wounding ... under 
aggravating circumstances." 

Hamas has denied Mr. 
Abu Marzouk was ever in- 
volved in any attacks on 
Israel and said his calls for 
ending the campaign of vio- 
lence had met with dis- 
approval within the group. 


(Continued from page I) 

to reject, invasion, oppres- 
sion, annexation and violence 
whatever its reasons are," 
Mr. Kahariti was quoted as 
saying. 

He called for rapproche- 
ment based on mutual under- 
standing, common interests 
and language and avoidance 
of disputes. 

"Our humanitarian posi- 
tions, which aim at easing the 
sufferings of the Iraqi people, 
who are subjected to human 
rights violations in the most 
brutal way. are not in contra- 
diction with our political 
positions, which condemn in- 
vasion, violence and force 
and completely rejeer (them) 
as political means to achiev- 
ing political objectives." 

He added Jordan had 


mended fences with most 
Gulf Arab stares, and Saudi 
Arabia had indicated it would 
shortly resume imports of 
Jordanian .goods and agri- 
cultural products. 

Jordan hoped to complete 
the restoration of relations 
with Saudi Arabia with a 
meeting eventually between 
King Hussein and King Fahd, 
he said. 

Kuwaiti Foreign Minister 
Sheikh Sabah Al Ahmad Al 
Sabah, in an interview with 
the Jordanian weekly Al 

Hadath published on Mon- 
day, urged Jordan and the 
PLO to press Iraq to imple- 
ment U.N. resolutions to 
help restore their ties with 
the emirate. / 

Arab diplomats say the in- 
terviews reflect both coun- 
tries' desire to mend fences 
gradually.' 


u.s. 


France leading arms seller 


(Continued from page 12)- 

France and the U.K. do not 
often tie their sales decisions 
to foreign policy considera- 
tions but ralher to economic 
ones, they provide a viable 
alternative source of arms for 
some nations to whom the 
U.S. will not sell for policy 
reasons." the study said. 

Russia, traditionally 
among the leading arms mer? 
chants, "now actively seeks 
to export weapons as a key 
means of securing hard cur- 
rency," the study said. 

That is why Moscow, 
which last year had $4.6 bil- 
lion in sales, is seeking con- 
tracts with countries that can 
pay for them, like China or 
Iran, which in recent years 
has bought MiG-29s. SU-24 
bombers. T-72 tanks and 
Kilo-class submarines. 

According to the Project 
on Demilitarisation and 
Democracy, which has waged 
a campaign under the slogan 
■“No Arms for Dictators," 
non-democratic countries 
.have been the recipients of 85 
*per cent of the arms sold by 
the United States - to develop- 
ing countries in recent years. 

France contests figures 

France contested the U.S. 
study. 

The study for the U.S Con- 


gress whs. based on data in- 
cluding the two major con- 
tracts with Qatar and Saudi 
Arabia, a defend: ministry- 
source noted, questioning 
whether these were Third 
World states. 

The source added that 1994 
was "the worst year in 25 
years for deliveries, that is to 
say payments," and that 
orders in 1994 were “the 
weakest since 1990." 

French defence ministry fi- 
gures put the value of deliver- 
ies in 1994 at $16.8 billion 
francs ($3.3 billion) com- 
pared with 20.6 billion francs 
($3.3 billion) compared with 
20.6 billion francs ($4.1 bil- 
lion) in 1993, "confirming the 
clear downwrd trend in de- 
liveries since 1991.” 

The three main export 
areas in 1994 were Western 
Europe (42 per cent com- 
pared with 33.7 per cent in 
1993}, the Middle East and 
North Africa (32 per cent 
against 40.5 per cent), and 
the Asia-Pacific (17 per cent 
against 18 per cent). 

For orders, the three big- 
gest sectors were the Middle 
East and North Africa (55 
per cent in 1994 against 65 
per cent in 1993), . Asia- 
Pacific (25 per cent against 14 
per cent 14 per cent) and 
Western Europe and North 
America (16 per cent against 
18 per cent). 


S. African parliament opens its doors 


i By Alexandra Zavis 

77ie Associated Press 

CAPE TOWN — When the 
bell rang to signal another 
session of the apartheid-era 
parliament. Slammert 
Faviers used ro head for the 
basement. 

One of the first non- 
white workers at the stately 
parliament complex 27 
years ago, Mr. Faviers was 
banished underground, for- 
bidden to speak to the dark- 
suited. white legislators. 

Now Mr. Faviers, once a 
cleaner and now a super- 
visor and sometime messen- 
ger, chats with black, white, 
Indian and mixed-race law- 
makers. many in African 
clothes and shifting with 
ease from English to Zulu, 
Afrikaans or Sotho. 

“Everything tias 
changed," Mr. Faviers said. 
"The first thing that im- 
pressed me was to see the 
president walk into, the 
assembly, and he shook my 
hand. That was fantastic." 

The new atmosphere in 
parliament reflects the 
changes in South Africa 
since last year's ail-race 
election ended apartheid 
and brought President Nel- 
son Mandela's African 
National Congress (ANC) 


to power. 

A new legislature, 
dominated by blacks, has 
spent a year overhauling 
apartheid-era laws and 
creating a more open, 
accountable system. The 
400-member national 
assembly and 90-member 
senate also are rewriting the 
constitution and drafting a 
bill of rights. 

In the first two sessions of 
the new parliament, 92 bills 
passed both chambers. 
Some took only a few mi- 
nutes. The 55-page bill 
establishing a truth commis- 
sion ro investigate the na- 
tion’s bloody past required 
more than a year. 

Under the former white 
rulers, parliament merely 
'carried out cabinet policy 
decisions and passed an 
average of 130 bills a year. 
Now the process involves 
public consultation, with 
committee hearings and dis- 
cussion forums throughout 
the country. 

The committees have 
new powers to amend bills 
and discuss policy, formerly 
the exclusive domain of the 
cabinet. 

"In the past, members of 
parliament were rubber 
stamps," said National 


Assembly Speaker Frene 
Ginwala, an ANC member. 
“When we came in, we 
decided we were going to 
tip the balance in favour of 
the legislature." 

Committee meetings also 
are open for the first rime ro 
journalists, who wander 
freely through parliament's 
halls. 

Once a sealed fortress, 
the 18th century brick 
buildings with a statue of 
Queen Victoria at the entr- 
ance also have been opened 
to the general public. 

Boisterous crowds often 
pack the public gallery 
where once only invited 
dignitaries sat. The premis- 
es are used for book re- 
leases, conferences and 
holiday celebrations. School 
children are a common 
sight. 

Demonstrations take 
place almost daily. A few 
years ago, they would have 
been broken up by police 
with dubs and guns. Parlia- 
ment workers, formerly 
barred from joining unions, 
even have protested on the 
floor of the national assem- 
bly for better pay. 

Only eight women sat in 
the old parliament, com- 
pared with 118 today. The 


legislature had to add 
women’s restrooms on ev- 
ery floor and create a day 
care centre. 

Not everyone has been 
pleased with the change. 

"In the old days, parlia- 
ment functioned like a well- 
oiled machine." said 
Barend Geldenhuys, a 
legislator for the former 
■ruling National Party since 
1979. "1 can’t recall one day 
that parliament did not start 
sharp on time. Since April 
27, 1994, 1 cannot recall one 
day that it did." 

He also complained ab- 
out unruliness among spec- 
tators during debates and a 
recent spate of thefts. Sport 
Minister Steve Tshwete’s 
car stereo was stolen from 
the heavily guarded parking 
area. 

But Mr. Geldenhuys also 
noted a new credibility 
compared with the 46-year 
rule of the white-minority 
National Party, which could 
pass whatever laws it 
wanted. 

"In the old days, there 
was a saying that a broom- 
stick could be a (National 
Parry) candidate for parlia- 
ment and make it,” he said. 
"Now, it is an achieve- 
ment." 


Arafat, Peres work on final deal 


(Continued from page 1) 
starling >ix months after 
autonomy elections. A date 
still has ro be agreed for the 
vote. 

Mr. Peres said the rede- 
ployments, which do not cov- 
er the J4fl Jewish settlements, 
should be completed in mid- 
1997. 

The 1993 autonomy agree- 
ment left vague the question 
of further redeployment and 
the Palestinians insisted that 
this time there must be a 
clear timetable. 

“For the first time Israel 
has irreversibly committed it- 
self to a detailed timetable,” 
the Haaretz newspaper 
noted. 

Meanwhile, Israeli and 
PLO delegations held talks 
just over the border in the 
Israeli port of Eilat. 


On Wednesday's agenda 
were the major sticking 
points such as water-sharing, 
land rights, security control 
over the flashpoint town of 
Hebron and the powers of 
Palestinian police in the 400 
Arab villages on the West 
Bank, -Israeli officials said. 

Palestinian negotiator Su- 
fian Abu Zaydeh said the 
PLO would also seek the 
release.of the 6.000 prisoners 
in Israeli jails. 

Under a PLO proposal, the 
first stage, in which Israel 
would free sick prisoners, 
women and minors, would 
come on the eve of the sign- 
ing of an Israel-PLO agree- 
ment on expanding Palesti- 
nian autonomy, Sufian Abu 
Zaydeh, a Palestinian nego- 
tiator on security and prison- 
ers, told the Associated 


Press. 

Mr. Abu Zaydeh said the 
second stage would start on 
the eve of the Palestinian 
elections and include all pris- 
oners arrested before Sept. 
13, 1993, when Israel and the 
PLO signed their historic 
peace agreement. 

The third and last stage 
would include all remaining 
prisoners and would start 
when the Palestinians and 
Israel begin negotiations on 
the final status of the occu- 
pied territories. Those nego- 
tiations are supposed to begin 
in 1996. 

Israel insists it will not re- 
lease prisoners involved in 
attacks on Israelis, but 
agreed last year to set up a 
joint oommirtee to work out a 
timetable for freeing the 
others. 

Mr. Abu Zaydeh said the 
proposal was handed to the 
Israelis on Tuesday. 


"Israel must know that we 
cannot afford excluding any 
Palestinian prisones, and if 
this issue is not resolved there 
will be no agreement." 

Israeli Police Minister 
Moshe Shahal meanwhile 
warned settlers trying to 
scupper the peace talks that 
there could be bloodshed if 
they block roads across Israel 
and halted traffic at scores of 
junctions on Tuesday. 

“If the extremists start 
again, there is a risk that 
blood will flow," Mr. Shahal 
said. “The government will 
not let the country fall into 
anarchy." 

But ( the far-right group 
"This is our country,” which 
organised the protests, said it 
was ready for violence if 
•necessary. 

An Israeli court fined a 
Jewish settler for rioting on 
Tuesday. 
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performance of government investment to improve business climate 
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ABU DHABI (AFP) — Un- 
ited Arab Emirates (UAE) 
government investments 
have exceeded $2 billion but 
they are not yielding enough 
to support its oil-reliant eco- 
nomy, an official report said 
Wednesday. 

The investments inside the 
UAE and in Arab and world 
markets totalled around 7.65 
billion ($2.08 billion), con- 
centrated mainly in joint ven- 
tures with official institutions 
and other governments, 
according to the state Audit 
Department, the watchdog of 
financial activities in the 
UAE. 

Around 1.9 billion dirhams 
($517 million) are invested 
made the emirates while 3.02 
billion dirhams ($822 million) 
are based in Gulf and other 
Arab states and the rest in 
world markets/’ it said. 

Return from local invest- 
ments was as high as 1.2 
billion dir hams ($326 million) 
in 1992 while it did not ex- 
ceed 4.4 per cent in others. 

“Most of the investments 
outside the UAE have not 


achieved the aspired results, 
especially in securing new 
financing sources of the 
federal budget. Authorities 
should consider proposals 
presented previously by the 
department to take measures 
about losing institutions',” the 
report said. 

It gave no breakdown for 
the investments, but It cited 
the UAE's 1 shareholding in 
the United Arab Shipping 
Company (UASC), which is 
also owned by Saudi Arabia, 
Bahrain, Qatar and Kuwait. 
Iraq’s' 19 per cent mem- 
bership in the biggest joint 
Arab shipping venture was 
frozen after its 1990 invasion 
of Kuwait. 

Another investment in- 
stitution is the Arab space 
communication corporation 
Arabsat, which was created 
in the early 1980s to ran Arab 
satellite activity. 

“While UASC achieved a 
profit return of 6.07 per cent 
in 1991, it suffered from los- 
ses in the following year. 
Arabsat continfoed to suffer 


from losses in both years. 
This is added to the losses 
incurred on the UAE treas- 
ury from managing its invest- 
ment in those institutions” 
the report said. 

The report did not include 
private assets or those by 
each of the seven Gulf emi- 
rates which make up the 
UAE — Abu Dhabi, Dubai, 
Sharjah, Ras Ai Khaimah, 
Umm Al Quwain, Ajmaa 
and Fujeirah. Bankers esti- 
mate such assets at over $50 
billion. 

The UAE is a key OFEC 
oil producer, with crude ex- 
ports accounting for more 
than 80 per cent of its total 
exports. A decline in oil 
prices over the past decade 
has created a deficit in its 
federal budget and forced it 
to cut spending and introduce 
fees on government services. 

Such fees, coupled with 
return from investments, 
have boosted its annual non- 
oil earnings to nearly four 
billion dirhams (SI .08 billion) 
from less than one billion 
dirhams ($272 million) in 


1985. 

This has helped to cut the 
federal budget deficit and, in 
some years, turn it into a 
surplus. The 1995 deficit was 
projected at around $290 mil- 
lion but officials expect the 
actual shortfall to be sharply 
lower or to disappear due to 
higher crude prices and a 
forecast rise in non-oil in- 
come. 

The UAE federal budget is 
financed through half the in- 
come of each emirate under 
their interim constitution. 
But in effect, most of the 
funds come from the two 
main oil producers, Abu 
Dhabi and Dubai. 

“The Audit Department' 
repeats its earlier recom- 
mendation for the establish- 
ment of an investment fund 
at the finance and industry 
ministry. It should be an in- 
dependent body which will be 
responsible for drawing up 
investment plans, im- 
plementing them and asses- 
sing their performance,'’ the 
report said. 


China faces challenges 
to growth - World Bank 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Reducing poverty, building 
infrastructure and protecting 
the environment are the main 
challenges to China's con- 
tinued economic growth, the 
World Bank said.- 
At a conference in Honolu- 
lu, Hawai Tuesday on the 
Chinese economy. World 
Bank vice president for Asia, 
Russel Cheetham, recalled 
that China embarked on an 
economic liberalisation prog- 
ramme in 1979 that led to an 
average nine per cent annual 
growth between 1980 and 
1990. 

China, with 1.17 billion in- 
habitants, posted 11.4 ■ per 
cent in 1994. Foreign, invest- 
ment, which totalled $10 bil- 
lion in 1990, trippled within 
two years. 

Despite the progress, 100 
million Chinese still live be* 
low .the poverty.line, particu- 
larly: in the northwest, and 
southwest of the- country. 
That compare? with .275 mil- 
lion in 1970. 

“The number of poor in 
cities is rising,” said Mr. 
Cheetham. "As the govern- 
ment relaxes regulations on 
labour mobility, urban living 
standards attract some of the 
900 million Chinese living in 
rural areas.” 

In order to continue its 
pace of development, China 
must undertake economic re- 


forms 'targetting the 100,000 
state-owned enterprises that 
account for 48 per cent of 
China's industrial produc- 
tion. 

State firms employ 70 mil- 
lion people, but a third of 
them lose money amounting 
to four to five per cent of the 
gross domestic product 
(GDP), according to the 
World Bank. 

China also is badly lacking 
in infrastructure and must in- 
vest in ports, energy produc- 
tion and telecommunications, 
according to the World Bank. 

Economic growth has had 
a negative fallout for the en- 
vironment as well. 

“Pollution now damages 45 
per cent of urban aquifers, 
ever more rivers and lakes 
fail to meet water quality 
standards. In most cities, air 
pollution exceeds safe levels 
for at least part of the year,” 
Mr. Cheetham said. • 

He noted that China was 
among the largest producers 
of ozone depleting substances 
and the second largest source 
of greenhouse gases. 

The World Bank, which 
has loaned China $2.99 bil- 
lion in 1995, intends to con- 
tinue providing aid in three 
areas: Anti-poverty schemes, 
infrastructure and the en- 
vironment. China has been 
the bank’s top borrower in 
four years. 


U.S. bought $3. 6b to 
prop up greenback 
over second quarter 


NEW YORK (AFP) — U.S. 
monetary authorities bought 
$3.6 billion for yen and Ger- 
man marks to shore up the 
greenback over the second 
quarter, the New York 
Federal Reserve acting for 
the Treasury Department 
and the Federal Reserve 
(Fed) system, spent foreign 
currency to the tune of $1.42 
billion to prop up the dollar. 

Monetary authorities inter- 
vened on April 3, buying $1.5 
billion in concerted action 
with the Bank of Japan at a 
time when the dollar was 
trading at 86.50 yen. 

U.S. authorities intervened 
again on April 5, buying $1.1 
billion when the dollar was 
trading 1.3757 marks and 86 
yen. Both the Bank of Japan 
and the German Bundesbank 
were inyobfed. though it- was 
riot kiiowp now much ..they 
had, spent. .. /!;' • ; . 

The Fed and the Treasury 
intervened anew on May 31 
when they bought $1 billion 
in a joint operation with 
other central banks of the 
G-10 group Of industrialised 
countries at a time when the 
dollar was trading at 1.3850 
marks and 82.70 yen. 

This operation caught trad- 
ers by surprise and helped 
stabilise the dollar in June. 

After its sharp fall at the 
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THE Daily Crossword by George Urquhart 


1 


ACROSS 
1 — system 
6 — aside 
. (discard) 

10 Catch one's 
breath 

14 Cognizant 

15 Yoked beasts 

16 She: Fr.‘ 

17 Cub Scout 
figure/native 
language 

20 Whirlpool - 

21 Fabric rib 

22 Hear about 

23 Storage 
compartment 

24 — do-well. 

26 Country 
30 Suitcases 

33 Representative 

34 Lose color 

35 Traitor 

37 Little-known 
candidate/condi 
merit 

41 Broadcast 

42 Turned right 

43 “We're off — the 
wizard" 

44 Settled snugly 

47 Container 

48 Dog command 

49 Atlas page 

50 Completely 
baffled 

53 "Pequod" 
skipper 
55 Facility 
59 Show-offs 
expression/ 
active 

62 Melody 

63 Western school 
letters 

64 Hamburger extra 

65 City on the Oka ■ 

66 Ship structure 

67 Horse blanket 

DOWN 

1 Marquis de — 

2 Was in-debt 

3 Territory • 

4 Military force - 

5 Antique auto 

6 George M. — 


Pi [2 |3 14 [5 HG (7 [8 [9 III I I I I I III 


1 26 27 28 29 


35 1 36 


1441 145 1 46 


50 | SI 1 52 


1 55 56 1 57 58 
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Puzzle solved: 


7 Skating feat 
6 Sang to a lover 
9 Explosive 

10 Categories 

11 Seaweed 

12 Disparaging 
remark 

13 Hammerhead 
16 Minnesota 

player 
19 Cassini 
23 The two 

25 Czech river 

26 Nothing: Sp. 

27 Once more 

28 —Haute, IN 

29 Sign 

30 Headquartered 

31 Ground grain 

32 Painter's stand 
34 Independent 
36 ."Of — ISirig" 

38 Be flirtatious 

39 Upon 

40 Morse code 
signal 


□□□□ □□□□□ □□□□ 
DQQQ □□□□□ □□□□ 
□□□□ □□ODD 
□□□□□□□□ □□□□□□ 

■ □□□□ DQUQ ■ 
□□□□□□ □auuuLjaa 
□□□□□ □QDQB QQQ 
□□□□ □□□□□ □□□□ 
□□□ □□□□□ □□□□□ 
□□□□□□□□ □□□□□□ 

■ □□□□ C3DQQ ■ 

□□□□□□ HaaoanaQ 

□□□□ OQQDQ □□□□! 
□□□□ □□□□□ QQK3D 
□□□□ □□□□□ □□□□ 


45 Israeli money 

46 Athletic group 

47 A!i — 

49 Taj — 

50 Countertenor 

51 Round trip 

52 Loudness unit 


54 PH 

55 Fertoer or Best 

56 A — apple 

57 Chimney deposit 

58 Sicilian city 

60 Diving bird 

61 — de plume 


Start of the year, the green- 
back nearly stabilised during 
the second quarter. 

It gained 0.6 per cent 
against the mark, tost 2.1 per 
cent against the yen and was 
down 0.3 per .cent against a 
basket of other currencies 
during the second quarter. 

The dollar reached unpre- 
cedented lows against the 
mark and yen during the 
second quarter but, by the 
end of June, had regained 2.8 
per cent and 6.1 per cent, 
respectively. 

Peter Fisher, executive 
vice president of the Federal 
Reserve Bank of New York, 
.who is responsible for in- 
tervention on the money 
markets, suggested that stabi- 
lisation of the dollar lately 
had- been a result of; traders' 
celuctagce. to -take risks. :.->sq 


By Suleiman Al Khalidi 

Reuter 

AMMAN — Jordan said 
Wednesday overhauled eco- 
nomic laws to boost its ability 
to attract foreign capital 
should be in place by the end 
of the month. 

“The package of laws will 
improve the business climate 
and make it more attractive 
for foreign investors, enabl- 
ing Jordan to compete more* 
effectively with other coun- 
tries in the region and its 
periphery,” Frnance Minister 
Basel Jardaneh told Reuters. 

He said foreign investors 
were offered substantia] tax 
cuts, incentives and a reduc- 
tion in bureaucratic red tape 
in a package of economic, tax 
and investment laws expected 
to be passed by parliament at 
the end of August. 

' Mr. Jardaneh said, tax 
breaks and incentives in the 
new laws would compensate 
for Jordan’s relatively smaller 
market, making “it more 
attractive than many coun- 
tries in the region 1 ..." 

Mr. Jardaneh said the new 
laws eliminated a high ’ tax 
structure, reduced the “over- 
all tax structure substantial- 
ly" while doing away with tax 
holidays — now five years for 


capital projects. 

However, selective tax 
holidays would be retained to 
encourage investment in les- 
ser developed regions of the 
Kingdom, away from the ma- 
jor industrial zones in Am- 
man and Zarqa. ( 

- Corporate income tax 
would'fall to 15 per cent from 
40 per cent in major areas of 
economic priority — includ- 
ing mining, industry, hotels, 
hospitals, he said. 

Other sectors will have 
taxes lowered from 40 per 
cent to 25 per cent, while tax 
. on banks and financial, insur-. 
ance and brokerage firms will 
go down to 30 per cent from 
.50%. 

Mr. Jardaneh said the 
“concept behind the new. tax 
structure was to achieve more ■ 
support for savings and in- 
vestment." while reducing 
spending in consumption- 
related businesses. 

A major element en- 
couraging foreign investment 
in the new laws was that it 
eliminated the “discrimina- 
tion" between foreign inves- 
tors and domestic investors 
and inserts' guarantees 
against expropriation and in- 
ternational arbitration, he 
said. 

Mr. Jardaneh said by-laws, 
to be passed by the cabinet 


before a coming regional eco- 
nomic summit in October, 
would spell out ownership 
ceilings that “extend the 
.scope of foreign participation 
in a far larger manner than 
what we have allowed.” 

Existing laws differentiate 
between a Jordanian, Arab 
- and non-Arab investor, with 
a .49 per cent foreign limit in 
ownership of public firms, • 
though 100 per cent stakes 
are allowed in industry. 

1 The minister said new 
transparency procedures will 
also eliminate cumbersome 
red tape and bureaucracy, 
with investors no longer 
obliged to go to committees 
— now a constant compliant 
of investors — to get approv- 
als for projects or investing ih 
the Amman exchange. 

“You do not need to go to 
any committeee .... the sys- 
tem has become transparent 
and the red tape has been 
reduced to enable the inves- 
tor to do-all these matters in a 
veiy easy manner,” he 
pointed out. 

Mr. Jardaneh said loss of 
state revenue from tax cuts 
would be compensated by 
raised income from an in- 
crease in a sales tax on con- 
sumption to 10 per cent from 
a current seven per cent. 


IMF delays decision on Sudan 


KHARTOUM (R) — The 
International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) has postponed discus- 
sion on whether to expel 
Sudan over its longstanding 
debts, Sudanese Finance 
Minister Abdallah Hassan 
Ahmad was quoted as saying 
Tuesday. 

Mr. Ahmad said the IMF 
appreciated what he called 
Sudan's commitment to re- 
pay its debts and continua- 
tion of its economic reforms. 

Sudan owes the IMF 
around $1.7 billion and the 
fund has considered expelling 
it because it had previously 
made little attempt to' reduce 
tire debt. But KJiairaiimis 


now repaying about $5‘ mil- 
lion a month and the IMF is 
closely monitoring its 
attempts to curb inflation and 
privatise state companies. 

Mr Ahmad, quoted by 
Sudan's official news agency 
SUN A. said although Sudan 
has not fulfilled all IMF con- 
ditions, the fund considered 
its economic performance did 
not warrant lodging a formal 
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Unscramble these (our Jumbles, 

' one letter to each square,- to form 
• 3olir'orrfin&iy wortfe. '■ 

--■PUJEL' Jt 1 f 


01955 TMmitoa Stain, lee. 

AIFfcni Rowed. 


complaint against it. 

He said the IMF executive 
council bad postponed dis- 
cussion of a proposal to re- 
commend Sudan's expulsion 
to the board of governors. 

Sudan's economic reforms 
have included abolishing sub- 
sidies on basic commodities, 
liberalising trade and selling 
staff corporations to the pri- 
vate sector. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Hmri Arnold and MB* ArgHon 

She's boon rohoaxsing lor wtteks 


k ^ 


NOAWG 


ARTUNI 


DEEMLY 


WHY THEBRIPE 
V&3 3U CH A 
succeed AT THE 
WSPPING CER04ONY 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer; 


“Every week I cut the grass and every 
week God makes the grass grow back. 
I don’t think He wants it short!” 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbtes: GAWKY MOUNT ENTICE VOLUME 
Answer Changing addresses creates this kind of 
experience — ’MOVING' 


Peanuts 




you're emotionally bankrupt... > 

5C0TT FITZGERALD U)A5 EMOTIONALLY 
BANKRUPT...WE'RE ALL EMOTIONALLY 
BANKRUPT... 




Andy Capp 


o '•H'dflH 


1 WOULD k 
fyOUMIHD' 

I SPEAKING 
l UP A SIT, J 
> JACK-?): 

SORRY, \ 

MISSUS I — 


DOES YOUR K 
MUM-IN-LAW * 
WAVE TROUBLE . 
WITH HER_-< 
f HEARING, J 

S ANDyfV' 
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/ NO, JACK - 1 
r JUST A LITTLE 
TROUBLE WTTH 

l HER. OVER- 
LY HEARING/ f 


Mutt’n Jeff 

/gr° p MISUSING^ PRETTySOOfTy AA/ CI I — ) /TTTTT / -rttteBE l£ Mow// 
MAN 1 )\ THE ENGLISH WE’LLHAVE THAT’S \ 

TMATS LANGUAGE ALL ANOTHER PVMa XS' J THERESNO 

cool?) S -t*et.me; X babeland sucha 


PEOPLE WONT 
UMDERGTAND 

eachother 


PRINT/ 


t5 




• • r n i 


i ijl i 



ym 
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HOROSCOPE 

Aa J Foundation . 

AWES- Sfert* 21 to April 

tried before. 

TAURUS: (AprU 20to 

Sans which are important. 
GEMINI: (May 21jo Jane 
21) Contact those you nave 
met recently and them 
into valuable fnemds. Enter- 
tain them charmingly-^ 

MOON CHILDREN 1 (fo«. 
22 to July 21) This is agood 
day to get into more modern 
methods of operating so that 
you become more successful 
in your career. t - - 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
You are inspired how to gam 
greater knowledge and de- 
velopment today and you 
should waste no time in 'car- 
rying through with your 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Find the right 
system today under which to 
operate so that your business 
wul fare much better. Gam 
valuable suggestions. s • 
LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) Listen carefully 
to the suggestions today 
which a dever associate gwes 
you and utilise them to your 
advantage. ' '' 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Use a pew 
system which can make your 
tasks easier yet productive of 
greater benefits. A ' fellow 
associate could give you a 

fine idea . 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 
22 to December 21) Plan the 
entertainment with conge- 
nial early today so that all 
will go well. Then get busy 
handling practical afrairs-effi- 
dently. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 
to January 20) Doing some- 
thing today which wm bring 
in greater security is wise, so 
figure out how this can .be 
accomplished for your suc- 
cess. 

-AQUARIUS: (January 21.jto 
February 19) Become more 
congnizant today of modern 

produce far, jnpre m yarn 
ijSSjy; routines.. ',; ^ .-1, s 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) Tty to see experts 
you know today and they will 
give you invaluable informa- 
tion yon need. Get your pos- 
sessions improved: 

Birthstone of August: Pert 
| dot — Golden Quartz 

FORECAST FOR TUES- 
DAY, AUGUST1L 1995 

By Thomas S. Pierson , 
Astrologer, Carroll Ri&hter 
Foundation 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Get that plan wdU rouneded out 
.this morning, and later today you 
can make the right monetary 
arrangements with an individual 


h I i 


TA URUS : (April 20 to May 20) 
Do fmtbcr research activities to- 
day on how to add to your 
present abundance, and after 
lunch get into the tasks awaiting 
your attention. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Devoted pals tell you bow you 
can gain your cherished wishes 
today, so follow through and 
they a re your s with little effort. 
MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) If you confer with a 
mgwig you know today, you can' 
make your talent work more 
profitably. Get to argent, activi- 
ties with a vengeance. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 

StUdy jfS “S*® conne cted with 
yourdesire to become more suc- 
cessful today, and then confer 
with an expert for your success. 

CAugost 22 to Septsm- 
to track decisions todayconcero- 

mg how you can be - 

this morning and tonight. ■ 

gjj—* 23 to Octo- . 
oer a) Come to a real under- 

SSf 

SCORPIO: (October m 

«T / Sr ber 21) You >«»»£»£- 

get better results today at 
ever tasks you areenSgS 

to <lo just that 

■- ^ ■ 

FehU^f) 1 “ 

20) Use 1 ^S rUary 20 to March 
and ideas today 1 ** 1 * 1111 
successful f 0r y 0 ” w ? nt to be 
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Japanese Export- Import Bank lends $35m to Nippon Jordan Fertilizer Co. 


By P.V. Vivdomand 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


Oil pipeline 
from Iraq 
to save 
Jordan 
JD 20 million 


** A PROPOSED pipeline 
to replace trucks carrying 
crude oil from Iraq to the 
Jordan Petroleum Refinery 
Company in Zarqa will save 
the Kingdom more than JD 
20 million annually, accord- 
ing to the minister of energy 
and mineral resources. He 
said that bringing Iraqi crude 
oil to Jordan now costs JD 30 
million and that an increase 
was expected because truck 
loads will not remain' the 
same starting next year. As of 
Jan. 1, 1996, trucks and tank- 
ers must abide by a new axial 
weight law which would re- 
duce tankers' load by SO per 
cent. This means that addi- 
tional tankers must be used 
to compensate for the reduc- 
tion and to meet higher de- 
mand, thus raising the cost to 
over JD 40 million. The 
minister said technical studies 
on the pipeline were under- 
way and are expected to be 
complete in two months. Jor- 
dan would be paying the 
company owning the pipeline 
JD 20 million annually (Al 
Aswaq). 

☆☆ THE CONTRACTING 
company which was -awarded 
the tender to build a sports 
city in eastern Amman was 
put on a blacklist by the 
mayor of Amman for failing 
to honour its obligations anc 
to meet the terms of the 
contract. Tbe-Munrapaiity-of 
Grfcater Aimnaii- (MoGA) 
has started legal procedures 
to take over the project from 
the company in order to re- 
tender it anew. The MoGA 
will also inform the Associa- 
tion of Contractors and the 
concerned authorities about 
the incapability of the com- 
pany to complete the project 
despite being classified to im- 
plement middle-size projects. 
Hie sports city was to be built 
on 107 dunums at a cost of 
about JD 260.0QQ and to 
accommodate 9,000 persons 
(AI Dustour). 


☆☆ THE GENERAL assem- 
bly of the Jordan Petroleum 
Refinery Company has 
approved the distribution of 
dividends at a rate of 12 per 
cent. The company posted a 
JD 4,95 million net profit last 
year compared to JD 4.1 
million in 1993. According to 
the annual report total assets 
stood at JD 290 million at the 
end of last year. Gross earn- 
ings amounted to JD 435 
million compared to JD 410.1 
million in the preceding year. 
The company is owed, about 
JD 95 million by Royal 
Jordanian and the amount is 
expected to be settled over a 
10- year period with a grace 
period of three years. The 
auditor's report shows that 
the government is demanding 
JD 20.26 million from the 
company, the amount repre- 
senting "excess profits” over 
two periods: 1981-1985 and 
1986-1990. The company 
does not agree to the govern- 
ment claim and there is still a 
dispute between both parties 
over the subject. The dispute 
emanates from the conces- 
sion agreement signed be- 
tween the company and the 
government in 1956. Under 
the terms agreed then," pro- 
fit, including income tax. 
should not exceed 16 per cent 
of the share's nominal value 
and should not be less than 
7.5 per cent.” Shareholders 
at the general assembly de- 
manded the amendment of 
the concession and to have 
the company operate on com- 
mercial basis. They also de- 
manded that the share value 
be split to JD 1 for easier and 
simpler trading at the Am- 
man Financial Market (Al 

Ra'i)- 

THE MINISTRY of 
Public Works 3nd Housing 
has signed an agreement with 
a foreign company to start 
working on Ras Al Naqab- 
Aqaba road. The company is 
expected to begin working on 
the project after three 
months and to complete it in 
36 months. The four-lane 1 
^oad will be 86-kilometre 
long and will cost about JD 
40 million (Al Aswaq). 


AMMAN — The Japanese 
Export-Import Bank has 
approved a S35 million loan 
for the Japanese partner in 
the Nippon Jordan Fertilizer 
Company, the Japanese- 
Jordanian joint venture in 
fertilizers in Jordan, accord- 
ing to a senior official of the 
bank. 

It is the first major credit 


offered by the Japanese 
Export-Import Bank for 
Japanese investment in Jor- 
dan. 

On a bilateral level, Jordan 
owes the bank about $100 
million, the bulk of it in 
export credits, according to 
bank officials. 

Kaname Nakano, the 
bank's director of the loans 


Ailing Swedish currency 
boosts tourism 


STOCKHOLM (R) — Tour- 
ists who have avoided Stock- 
holm for yean because of 
high prices arc coming bock, 
making the most of the de- 
clining Swedish currency. 

Tourism officials say they 
expea 1995 to show the high- 
est ever number of tourists to 
have visited the elegant 
Swedish capital by the time 
the brief but pleasant sum- 
mer fades in early Septem- 
ber. 

Fuelling tbe boom is the 
drop in the Swedish crown 
which has lost around 30 per 
cent against major European 
currencies since autumn 1992 
and today stands at more 
than seven to the U.S. dollar. 

Although still far from 
cheap — a glass of beer costs 
about S5 at pub prices — the 
weak currency has made 
Stockholm affordable and 
competitive with other Euro- 
pean capitals for the firt time 
m decades. 

Swedish tourism officials 
expea arrivals to increase by 
20 per cent from five million 
Iasi year. 

"We have over two million 
more guest-nights than 
Copenhagen, for example,” a 
tourist board spokeswoman 
said proudly. 

More than 100,000 cruise 
passengers, mainly from the 
united * States and Europe, 
will also visit Stockholm this 
summer, though they rarely 
spend more than a day in the 
Swedish capital on their way 
through to the easten Baltic 
Sea. 

,Easr European apd Rus- 
sian tourists, travelling bn 
low budget bos touts, are* 
further boosting Sweden's 
tourism and account for the 
bulk of tourist shoppers in 
.the capital. 

“Crystal and Swedish 
handicrafts are the top items 
on tourists’ shopping lists,” 
says the tourism office. 

For many visitors the 
charm of Stockholm lies in its 


distinct mixture of grand 
European architecture and 
Scandinavian waterways. 

More than 50 bridges con- 
nect the northern mainland 
of the capital with a string of 
islands in the south, giving 
the "city on the water" a 
touch of Venetian atmos- 
phere, set off by grand water- 
fronts lined with well- 
restored 19tfa century build- 
ings. 

"Why did we come here? 
Of course, to see the beauti- 
ful Venice of the north,” said 
a German woman in Stock- 
holm's picturesque old town, 
popular with tourists because 
of its romantic alleys and 
cobbled squares. 

Across the harbour is the 
Vasa museum, where a royal 
battleship that was raised 
from the seabed after more 
than three centuries, is on 
display. 

A tnp through Stockholm's 
archipelago, which with 
24,000 islands is one of the 
largest in the world, demons- 
trates how close to nature this 
city of 1.7 million people is. 

Only one third of the total 
area is developed. The rest is 
given over to water, parks 
and green areas. 

"It's just amazing how 
quickly you enter the coun- 
tryside: One minute you are 
m the middle of the city and 
the next the boat is in a little 
channel surrounded . by 
fields," said an American 
tourist. 

Statistics held by a local 
lour boat operator show ev- 
ery sixth StockhqlmTTSfWnit 
has a boat. Visitors, howev- 
er, can take to the water with 
equal ease using one of the 
frequent and relatively cheap 
cruise services. 

A popular outing is to 
Brottningholm Palace, home 
of the royal family since they 
moved from their palace in 
the old town in 1981. It lies in 
idyllic surroundings on an is- 
land just outside the capital. 


department for the Middle 
East and Centra! Asia, said 
die loan for the Nippon Jor- 
dan Fertilizer Company was 
granted in line with the 
bank's policy of encouraging 
Japanese investments .in 
countries which meet with its 
criteria. 

Overall foreign debts and 
record of serving the credits 
as well as the general econo- 
mic policies of the beneficiary 
country are some of the key 
elements — in addition to 
project feasibility and econo- 
mic viability — that influence 
the bank’s decision, Mr. 
Nakano told the Jordan 
Times in Tokyo. 

In principle, however, the 


credit is granted to (he 
Japanese partner in the joint 
venture. In the case of the 
Nippon Jordan Fertilizer 
Company, the Japanese part- 
ner includes ZENNOH. the 
powerful National Federa- 
tion of Agricultural Coopera- 
tive Associations, the Mitsu- 
bishi group and Asahino 
Company. 

Mr. Nakano declined to 
disaiss the rate of interest 
and other details of the S35 
million loan. The bank's nor- 
mal interest rate is slightly 
lower than that in the inter- 
national market. 

Asked how the Japanese 
Export-Import Bank rated 
Jordan's creditworthiness, 


Mr. Nakano said: “By and 
large, Jordan meets with 
most of the requirements that 
we see as essential to gram 
loans. But every loan applica- 
tion is studied on a Case-by- 
case basis as is the case with 
most other countries." 

Mr. Nakano and Yoshigiro 
Kumagi, loan officer for the 
Middle East and Central Asia 
at the bank, both said the 
bank had received some 
proposals for loans that in- 
volve Jordan. But they re- 
fused to discuss specifics. 

The Jordanian partners in 
the $60 million fertilizer com- 
pany are the Jordan Phos- 
phate Mines Company and 
the Arab Potash Company. 


Both hold 20 per cent of the 
equity. The rest is held by the 
Japanese group. 

On Tuesday, a group of 
four Jordanian commercial 
banks and a state-guided 
agency, the Social Security 
Corporation (SSC), signed a 
$24 million loan agreement 
with the Jordanian partners 
in the venture. The credit is 
repayable in nine years. 
Other details of the loan were 
not immediately available. 

The fertilizer plant at 
Aqaba, estimated to cost ab- 
out $84 million, will produce 
about 300,000 tonnes of com- 
pound fertilizers every year. 
The entire output wiU be 
exported to Japan, and the 


main point of channelling the 
fertilizers will be the National 
Federation of Agriculture 
Cooperative Associations, a 
highly influential group with 
billions of dollars in holdings, 
which fought off strong 
domestic criticism and went 
ahead with its investment in 
Jordan. 

The annual consumption of 
compound fertilizers by the 
federation’s members is 
several times the projected 
production of the Nippon- 
Jordan Fertilizer Company, 
according to Japanese offi- 
cials. 

This means a large scope of 
expansion for the Aqaba 
plant, they noted. 


Lebanese venture to turn slums into playground 


BEIRUT (R) — Lebanon is 
following up the success of its 
Sotidere development project 
with an ambitious real estate 
venture to transform some oi 
Beirut's worst slums into a 
prime residential and re- 
creational area, 

Elissar, a government 
agency created in June, will 
redevelop 560 hecatres (1 ,380 
acres) at tbe city’s southern 
gateway where Shiite Muslim 
slums sprouted during the 
1975-90 civil war. 

Named after a Phoenician 

f uincess from Tyre who 
bunded the and ent city of 
Carthage, Elissar is taking 
over an area nearly four 
times the 160 hectares (400 
acres) that Sotidere is rede- 
veloping in Beirut's war- 
shattered city centre. 

The eyesores it will dear — 
and replace with low-cost 
housing, small industry work- 
shop areas, high-rise resi- 
dences and beach hotels and 
restaurants — lie along a 
garbage-strewn coast road 
between Beirut and its air- 
port. 

In five to seven years Elis- 


sar plans to turn the shoreline 
into a tourist development 
with a seafront promenade 
and the rest of the area into 
an orderly residential and 
commercial district. 

“This is a vital area for the 
entrance and exit of Beirut,” 
said Fadi Fawaz, who has led 
preparations for the project 
for two and a half years. 

Like Soldiere, Elissar is a 
brainchild of Prime Minister 
Rafik AI Hariri, the bil- 
lionaire construction tycoon 
who has launched Lebanon 
on a feverish drive to rebuild 
after the war. 

But unlike Sotidere, a pub- 
lic company which raised 
$650 million last year by in- 
ternational share flotation, 
Elissar is not aimed at mak- 
ing big profits for sharehol- 
ders. 

It is a non-profit-making, 
self-financing "puhlic agen- 
cy” formed by decree and run 
by a government-appointed 
board. 

The slums Elissar will de- 
velop are a hotbed of Islamic 
fundamentalism where the 
pro-Iranian Hizbollah (Party 


of God) and the more moder- 
ate Amal vie for control. 
Large cutout figures of Iran’s 
late revolutionary leader 
Ayatollah Ruhollah 
Khomeini ‘and other Shiite 
mullahs dominate the streets. 

Mr. Fawaz says it was hard 
work to get all sects and 
groups to agree to the pro- 
ject. 

"We had to create a public 
agency acceptable to all par- 
ties, political, religious, 
sectarian as well as the muni- 
riaplity, local parliamentary 
deputies and the people,” he 
Cold Reuters. 

“I had to deal with those 
people in a very- tactful and 
diplomatic way... Hariri was 
also in negotiations with 
different groups,” he said. 

“We don't want to do a 
Sotidere project. There were 
a lot of problems with Sol- 
idere.... all the people and 
-the sectarian forces -there 
wanted a public agency. They 
wanted to feel it was subject 
to ail laws,” Mr. Fawaz 
added. 

Etissar's main aim is to 
improve conditions for the 
area's 50,000 squatters, most 


of whom fled there from 
south Lebanon during the 
war, he said. 

"People are living there 
below all acceptable stan- 
dards of human comfort. 
They live in small bouses and 
smail rooms without any elec- 
tricity or water." the 36-year- 
old former construction man- 
ager for Hariri’s Saudi Oger 
Construction Company said. 

"Mr. Hariri wanted to 
have a solution for the area. 
He did not accept that people 
continue to live in this way,” 
he added. 

Mr. Fawaz declined to esti- 
mate the cost of the venture 
before the newly appointed 
board starts work. 

Elissar will build roads and 
install water, power, tele- 
phones and sewage lines. 
Then it will divide up the 
land, build 7,2 k) low-income 
homes for the squatters and 
raze the slums to let landown- 
ers hitherto unable to de- 
velop their property get on 
with it. 

“Nobody is going to be 
evacuated from their places 
before the houses are built,” 


Mr. Fawaz declared. 

That was a reference to a 
controversy Sotidere stirred 
by evicting Shiite squatters 
from the city centre after 
paying them compensation, 
even if they had nowhere to 
go- 

So far Elissar has no capit- 
al. But under Lebanese law it 
will take over 25 per cent of 
the land to build infrastruc- 
ture and will also inherit large 
stretches of government land.- 
What it does not need it can 
sell to raise capital, Mr. 
Fawaz said. 

"This is a self-financing 
project because the govern- 
ment will be allowed to sell 
some of tbe land which it is 
not going to use for the low- 
income houses,” he added. 

Other ‘ finance will come 
from “improvement fees" to 
be charged to property own- 
ers for installing the infras- 
tructure and from any hand- 
outs the agency can get from 
the government. 

“It’s a big project. It’s 
quite a huge project. Eveiy- 
body will be involved in it,” 
Mr. Fawaz said. 


Iranian projects attract foreign firms 


ABU DHABI (R) — An 
Iranian oil industry source 
said Wednesday that about 
100 European, and Asian 
firmSw-have shown interest in 
10 -oil development projects 
in Iran despite a U.S. econo- 
mic embargo. 

"There have been 100 ap- 
plicants and we are satisfied 
and expea the number to 
increase,” the source told 
Reuters by telephone from 
Tehran. "The companies are 
from Europe, Asia and other 
places.” 


The Iranian source said 
Sept. 8 was set as a deadline 
for foreign oil and gas com- 
panies'-to apply for- prequal- 
.ification . forms for. the 10 
projects which cover oil, gas 
and condensate fields, gas 
recovery projects and refin- 
ery expansions. 

Iran said in July foreign 
firms were allowed to bid for 
the 10 projects, days after the 
National A and E oil and gas 
fields, was earlier granted to 
U.S. firm Conoco Inc. a unit 


of Dupont Co. which was 
forced by Washington to pull 
out; 

'•The United States imposed 
a Unilateral trade add invest- 
ment ban on Iran in June for 
.allegedly fostering terrorism 
and seeking to develop nuc- 
lear weapons. Tehran denies 
both charges. 

The $500 .million Total 
deal, the first major oil con- 
tract with a foreign company 
since Iran’s 1979 Islamic re- 
volution, was sealed despite 


U.S. pressure on allies and 
institutions to deny Tehran 
access .to foreign finance. 

Iran’s oil development 
offer to foreign firms is seen 
by Iranian officials as another 
blow to Washington's cam- 
paign to isolate Tehran. 

“The Conoco deal showed 
that others are wilting to 
cooperate with us. We didn't 
start this,” said an Iranian 
offirial who asked not to be 
named. 

Iranian officials have said 


foreign firms, expeaed to in- 
vest over $6.5 billion mostly 
in offshore oil drilling and gas 
exploration projects, will be 
chosen based on their reputa- 
tion and financial -back- 
ground. * 

Western industry execu- 
tives have said Iran’s oil and 
under-used gas reserves, the 
second largest in the world 
after Russia, were too large 
to ignore, stressing that non- 
U.S. firms were interested in 
doing business with Tehran. 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling 
rates for leading world currencies and gold against the 
dollar at midsession on the London foreign exchange and 
bullion markets Wednesday. 


One U.S. dollar 1.3580/90 
1.4092/02 
1.5780/90 
1.1666/76 
28.97/00 
4.8685/35 
L587.0/8.Q 
91.50/60 
7.1550/50 
6.2110/60 
5.4640/90 


One Sterling 
One ounce of 


1.5998/08 

gold $384.85/385.25 


Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 

U.S. dollar 
U.S. dollars 




FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

In Shmetsanl, 3 bedrooms, 
2 bathrooms, ground floor, 
280 sq.m.. 

Other apartments and 
villas furnished / 
unfurnished / for rent & 
sale. 

Abdoun Real Estate. 

TeL 810605, 810609. 810520 
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Quality Furnished Suites 


One and Two Bedrooms 
Resonable Rates For 
Short or Long Stay 


5th Circle - 692672 
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MING-SHING 
Chinese Restaurant 

The Best Cooking, 

Best Service. 

Best Atmosphere in Amman 
Deir Ghbar - American 
| Embassy Str. near flay/unajj 
Housing Estate 
I Open from: 

12 noon - 3:30 p.m. 
6:30 - 11:30 pjn. 
a Tel: 891838 
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Dortmund and Bayern ready for Bundesliga 
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A1 Wihdat’s team with the 1994 Premier League trophy (file photo) 

Wihdat to face Faisali 
in Cup Winner’s Cup 


BONN (R) — If big spending 
is anything to go by. the 
German soccer championship 
starting on Friday will be a 
two-horse race between ritle 
holders Borussia Dortmund 
.and the ever-hungry 13-times 
winners Bayern Munich. 

Munich, only sixth last sea- 
son. spent $15.4 million on 
close-season signings to forge 
a line-up including star strik- 
er Juergen Klinsmann which 
national coach Berti Vogts 
called “almost a Europe 
eleven.’* . 

But Dortmund, looking to 
build the long-term dynastic 
success which has' been 
Bayern's preserve in Ger- 
many. landed the jewel of the 
close-season transfer market 
by signing the striker .of the 
moment. Heiko Herrlich. 

His S6.4 million move from 


Borussia Moenchengladbach, 
the subject of a bitter wrang- 
le. took Dortmund's signings 
to $12.6 million — a figure 
which the Bundesliga’s other 
16 sides can only dream of. 

However, the pressure is 
on both teams to live up to 
their price tags. 

“Big names alone aren’t 
enough, they have to perform 
together,” said Bayern's new 
coach Ono Rehhagel of the 
team built to his specifica- 
tions as he himself moved at 
. no small expense from a glit- 
tering 14-year reign at Wer- 
der Bremen. 

“It'll take three months to 
see how good we really are.” 

Gifted Austrian playmaker 
Andreas Herzog followed 
Rehhagel from Bremen, and 
Swiss international midfiel- 
der Ciriaco Sforza came from 
Kaiserslautern for a princely 


By a Jordan Times Staff 
Reporter 

AMMAN — Reigning Pre- 
mier League champions Al 
Wihdat Friday face Jordan 
Cup champions al Faisali in 
the Cup Winner's Cup — 
the annual charity match set 
by the Jordan Soccer Fed- 
eration (JSF) in which the 
..league and cup champions 
meet inaugurating the 
Kingdom's soccer season. 

Al Faisali will be after a 
record 9th Cup Winner’s 
Cup, while Al Wihdat have 
won the title only twice. 

Al Faisali faced al 
Wihdat for the Cup Win- 
ner's Cup four times win- 
ning the title in three of 
their clashes': 6-4 penalties 
in 1981. 1-0 in 1986 and 2-1 
in 1993. Al Wihdat beat Al 
Faisali 5-4 on penalties to 
win the title in 1989. 

The JSF was considering 
the postponement of the 


scheduled match at Al Hus- 
sein Youth City on a re- 
quest by A! Wihdat who 
have four players on the 
Olympic team currently 
playing in Taiwan. 

The players are Abdullah 
Abu Zame'h, Sufyan 
Abdullah. Faisal Ahmad, 
and Munir Abu Hantash. 

However, the JSF was 
informed that the* team 


would be arriving in Am- 
man Thursday and players 
would be here in rime for 
the match. 

Al Faisali and Al Wihdat 
have secured at least one 
title this season. At Wihdat 
beat Al Jalil to win the JSF 
Shield while Al Faisali 
overcame Ai Ramtha to 
win their record 9th Jordan 
Cup. ' 


Sampras ready for 
Agassi showdown 


Cup Winner’s Cop record 

1981 Faisali (Wihdat). 

1982 Faisali (Ramtha) 

1983 Ramtha (Wihdat) 

1984 Faisali (Ramtha) 

1985 ■„... Jazireh (Amman) 

1986 Faisali (Wihdat) 

1987 Faisali (Arabi) 

1988 no match was held 

1989 Wihdat (Faisali) 

1990 Ramtha (Faisali) 

1991 Faisali (Ramtha) 

1992 Wihdat (Ramtha) 

1993 Faisali (Wihdat) 

1994 Nsd (Ramtha) 


MASON, Ohio ( AFP) — 
Pete Sampras is back and 
ready for a showdown 
with Andre Agassi in Sun- 
day’s final of the 1.795- 
dollar ATP Cincinnati 
tennis championship. 

A year ago. Sampras 
was nursing a leg injury 
which brought his most 
successful season in tennis 
to an abrupt halt. 

Tuesday a fully-fit Sam- 
pras eased through the 
second round beating un- 
seeded Petr Korda of the 
Czech Republic 6-3, 7-6 
(7/3) on the hardcourt 
here. 

“Last year I sat out the 
summer, missing tennis,” 
said the three-times 
Wimbledon champion. 

“It was tough being 
forced to watch this event 
on television. I’d won 
here before (beating Ivan 
? — u .•« 1991) and it’s 


good to be back.” 
^Sampras let a service 
break slip away in the 
second set against Korda 
on a steamy night. The 
second set went to a tie 
break but Sampras won 
with a stinging serve that 
Korda, ranked 42 in the 
world, could not handle. 

“I played pretty well, 
but I can do better. The 
first match of the week is 
always tough,” said Sam- 
pras. 

Agassi starts his cam- 
paign against the Czech 
Republic’s Daniel Vacek. 

Vacek is not fully fit 
after being hit in the face 
by partner Boris Becker's 
racket in Tuesday's dou- 
bles clash with Sandon 
Stolle of Australia and 
American Alex O’Brien. 
He was forced to aban- 
don. 


World Athletics Championships 

Drechsler makes disappointing heptathlon start 


GOTHENBURG (R) — 
Germany’s Heike Drechsler, 
who surprisingly missed out 
on the medals in the women's 
long jump, made a disapoint- 
ing start to her bid for hep- 
tathlon gold at the World 
Athletics Championships on 
Wednesday. 

Olympic long jump cham- 
pion Drechsler, competing 
for the first time in the hep- 
tathlon at a major cham- 
pionships, could only manage 
fifth place in her 100 metres 
hurdles heat in 13.86 
seconds. 

After clearing 1.80 metres 
in the high jump, the former 
east German was down in 
10th place after two events 
with 1,976 points. 

Russian Svetlana Mos- 
kalets, who won the pentath- 
lon at the world indoor cham- 
pionships in Barcelona in 
March, led the competition 
with 2,146 points. 

Drechsler’s hurdles time 
was more than half a second 
slower than her performance 
when she set a year’s best of 
6,741 points last season in 
Talence, France. 

The race was won by com- 
patriot Sabine Braun, the sil- 
ver medallist at the 1993 
championships in Stuttgart. 
Braun clocked 13.41 seconds 
to take the lead after the 
opening event. 

After the withdrawal of 
American defending cham- 
pion Jackie Joyner-Kersee 
because of injury, Braun is 
one of the favourites for the 
two-day competition. 

But the European cham- 
pion hurt her right hand in 
the high jump and spent 
much of her time between 
jumps with an ice pack on her 
fingers. Braun was way below 
her best, managing just 1.80 
metres, putting her fourth 
with 2,041. 

The 30-year-old German 
admitted the injury might 
cause a problem in the shot 
put- later in the day. 

“I am going to get it strap- 
ped. The problem is I don't 
know whether I will be able 
to throw properly,” she said. 

Moskaiets, who clocked 
the second fastest time of 


13.48 in the hurdles, took the 
initiative in the competition, 
equalling her personal best 
by clearing 1.89 metres in the 
high jump, the best perform- 
ance in the discipline. 

Johnson left to go for 
ambitious double 

Perhaps a double is a little 
too strong, after all. 

Before the World Cham- 
pionships started, athletes 
were lining up to mix their 
events, trying rare combina- 
tions of two individual events 
instead of one. Now the line 
.has dwindled. 

Marie- Jose Perec changed 
her mind, deriding against 
the 400 hurdles even before 
she won the 400 metres. 
Haile Gebrselassie is sure he 
won't go for the 5,000 even 
after winning the 10,000. 

Gail Devers derided be- 
fore she arrived that she was 
not going to tiy and achieve 
the same double in the 100 
and 100 hurdles she came up 
with two years ago at the 
championship in Stuttgart. 

But Michael Johnson re- 
mains on course for his. 

The American who has 
won the 200 and 400 metres 
at different world cham- 
pionships, went for the first 
leg Wednesday, the defence 
of the longer event. He plans 
to go for the 200 starting 
Thursday. 

Johnson’s bid to retain the 
400 title was one of four finals 
Wednesday. The others were 
the women’s 1,500 metres, 
the men’s shot put, involving 
world record holder and lead- 
ing qualifier Randy Barnes of 
the United States, and the 
women's 10,000 metres. 

If Perec had kept to her 

E re-championship aim to win 
Dth 400-metre races, she 
would have had to run the 
first round of the hurdles not 
long before the 400 flat final. 

“We thought I couldn’t do 
two races," Perec said about 
herself and coach John 
Smith. “We had only two 
hours, 45 minutes between 
races. It would have been too 
much for my legs." 

“It’s better to walk away 
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American Dan O’Brien, the eventual winner of - 1 10-metre event at the World Athletics Cham- 
the decathlon event, clears a hurdle during the pionstaips (AFP photo) 


from here with one victory 
than' two losses." Smith said. 

What appeared possible 
before the championship 
proved improbable, especial- 
ly when Perec collected a 
hamstring strain. 

Gebrselassie said at the 
start qf the championships he 
would make up his mind ab- 
out the 5,000 after he had nin 
the 10,000. 

The Ethiopian won the 


longer race with an impudent 
burst from a five-strong pack 
of African stars in the last 200 
metres. He waited until one 
of his rivals moved to the 
front and then left them all 
trailing by 10 metres with a 
surge of speed they couldn't 
counter. 

"This is enough for me." 
he said when asked about a 
double never achieved before 
at the worlds. “I’m not sure I 
can run the 5.000,” he said. 


"If I have to run two 5,000s, 
maybe that isn’t possible for 
me." 

Both Perec and Gebrselas- 
sie were impressive winners 
on day five of the chant; 
pionships. 

The French runner was 
ahead for most the 400 and 
powered away from a high- 
quality field, including de- 
fending champion Jcarl 
Miles, to win by eight metres 
in 49.28 seconds. 


$5.3 million. 

Defending midfielder Tho- 
mas Strunz returned to 
Bayern from VFB Stuttgart, 
and Bayern already look well 
equipped in defence to face 
the Loss of Lothar Matthaeus 
should the national skipper 
not recover fully by the 
second half of the season 
from a tom achilles tendon. 

But the man sure to fill the 
Olympic stadium is Klins- 
mann, returning home after 
six successful years abroad — 
to the annoyance of his Eng- 
land club-for-a-year Tot- 
tenham Hotspur — and now 
elevated to a status akin to 
national hero. 

“Anything less than the 
title would be a disappoint- 
ment.” said the striker, who 
has never won a national 
championship. 


Man. United 
turndown 
Cantona 
request for 

release 

MANCHESTER (AP) — 
Suspended French striker 
Eric Cantona has asked to be 
released from his contract 
with Manchester United but 
the club turned down his 
request Tuesday. 

Cantona’s surprise move 
was triggered by the English 
Football Association’s in- 
quiry into his unauthorised 
play last month in a friendly 
match against Rochdale. .. 

The FA said later Tuesday 
that it would take no action 
against Cantona for his 
appearance in the match, 
saying it was “entirely satis- 
fied” with Manchester Un- 
ited’s explanation. 

But the FA move did not 
satisfy the controversial 
' Frenchman. 

Speaking in Paris, Canto- 
na’s French lawyer Jean- 
Jacques Bertrand said his 
client would not return to the 
England unless the playing 
ban were lifted. 

“Eric Cantona has left En- 
gland and will not return if 
the English FA doesn't 
change, before midnight', 
Aug. 11, its decision banning 
him from taking part in 
closed-door training matches 
with his dub," Bertrand said. 

Cantona, who has been 
banned from “all football 
activities" until the start of 
October for his kung fu kick 
on a Cystnd Palace fan last 
January, told United chair- 
man Martin Edwards Mon- 
day he wanted to leave the 
dub. 

“Cantona was very upset at 
the recent inquiry by the FA 
concerning Ins involvement 
in the training session held on 


Klinsmann could from a 
forbidding striking force with 
France’s Jean-Pierre Papin, 
who played only enbt league 
games last season because or 
injury but is now fit again and 
raring to bring his career to a 
dose on a high note. 

The man who could pose 


Although Bayern and 
Dortmund have waved the 
fattest cheques, other elute 
have also managed to attract 
their share of expensive fore- 
ign players. 

Title runners-up Werder- 
Bremen spent S5-7 million to 
lure Argentine stnker Rudol- 


the biggest obstacle is also f 0 Cardoso from Freibursi and 
■the one defender Klinsmann defender Junior Baiano trom 
singles out for spedal respect BraZ j|* s Sao Paulo. 

— Dortmund's Juergen The 1992 champions VfB 
Kohler, signed from Italian Stuttgart paid $5.3 million to 
champions Juventus to bols- si Dutch defender Frank 
ter a defence which last year yerlaat from France’s Aoxer- 
con ceded just 33 goals. p nt j Bulgaria midfielder 

Kohler is the last of a Balakov Sporting 

dozen German stars includ- Lisbon. 

l n h! "!°nTh= And cologne ho^to bring 

late 1980s and early 1990s — back former glory days with 
and who! return is symbolic the $2,1 million signing of 
of a Bundesliga boom sup- Nigeria s 
ported by television contracts tional midfielder Sunday 
and record attendances. Oliseh from Italy s Reggiana. 



Troubled French soccer star Eric ,Cmtma V(A£P pliotoj,’ , 


July 25,” the dub said in a 
statement “He told Martin 
Edwards that be felt he had 
little future in the English 
game and that his career 
would be best served by a 
move abroad. He asked to be 
released from his contract. 

“The board of Manchester 
United has considered the 
request very carefully but is 
not prepared to agree to it 
Manchester United believe 
that it is in the best interests 
of both the dub land the 
player that he remains with 
Manchester United." 


Hie controversial striker, 
who signed a three-year con- 
tract in April with Manches- 
ter United that runs through 
the 1998 season, played«in.a 
“dosed -door” match July 25 
against English side Roch- 
dale. 

A London tabloid paper 1 ' 
published pictures of the 
match, calling into question 
the terms of his suspension. 
Under the suspension, Can- 
tona can trajp but is not 
allowed to play in any com- 
petitive matches — friemfly. 
League or Cup. ; 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Hislop joins Newcastle 

NEWCASTLE (AFP) — Newcastle were 
poised to land highly-rated goalkeeper Shaka 
Hislop after agreeing a 1,575. 000 pound deal 
($2.5 million) with first division Reading on 
Wednesday. Personal terms have also been 
agreed with the player, who will be offidally 
introduced Thursday after a routine medical 
examination. The signing takes Newcastle's 
summer spending beyond 14 million pounds 
after the purchases of six-million-pound Les 
Ferdinand, four-million-pound Warren Bar- 
ton and 2.5-million-pound David Ginola. 
Reading chairman John Madejski said: “We 
tried everything to persuade Shaka to remain 
at the club but he made it quite clear there 
was nothing the board could do, financially or 
otherwise, to make him stay." 

Dresden president resigns 

DRESDEN (AFP) — Rolf- Juergen Otto, 
President of relegated German First Division 
club Dresden, who was arrested on charges of 
fraud last week 'resigned his post here on 
Tuesday. Arrested on August 2 for 
fraudulently obtaining money while head of a 
construction firm, Otto explained in his res- 
ignation letter written from jail that he did not 
wish to 'cause the club any more damage.' 

Americans lead in Admiral's 
Cup 

COWES, Isle of Wight (AP) — The United 
States regained a narrow overall lead Tuesday 
over Italy as the Admiral's Cup yachts sailed 
past the halfway mark of the 605-mile fasinet. 
The three-yacht U.S. team, trying to win the 
cup for the first time in 26 years and only the 
second time in histoiy, was clinging to a 
four-point advantage over Italy when the 24 


yachts in the eight-nation field reported their 
positions Tuesday. The Americans rebounded 
as Blue Yankee, which had struggled with the 
calm conditions and slipped to last place in the 
big boat class, pulled up to sixth as skipper 
Bob Towse gained ground on Italy's Capricor- 
no in second place. 

Imola Grand Prix cancelled 

.IMOLA (R) — A motorcycle Grand Prix 
planned for September 3 at Italy’s Imola 
circuit to replace a cancelled U.S. race has 
now also been called off, local organisers said 
on Wednesday. “Its been cancelled.” said a 
spokeswoman at the Enzo and Dino Ferrari 

■" Cemral Ita, y- organisers said 
Grand Pnx promoters Doma had toid them 
on Wednesday they were cancelling the race 
because therewas not enough time to get the 
track ready. The Imola race was to have been 
dubbed the Nations Grand Prix bwVtad 
looked in doubt for some time. 

Parmby optimistic at 
Middlesbrough 

stritoNidt B^mby bl'ild enh ^ 

(17.7 million) signing Mid^h‘ 1,0n P ° u " d 

major influence bf hind his dec^° on ^ ioTV 

north-east club after five vea™ « J ,n ^ 
Lane. Baimby. who has^igned w™' Hart 
contract with Middlesbroulh said- f °i T" 
been fortunate to be in the F*ii ^ have 
under Robson. I fee! he will m S? 8 and set ‘ u P 
player. "There was only oi e ‘ 

when Robson showed interest He? f ° r 
ambitious manager who won thV « s J a Ver T 
championship in his firsty^ j^L^ . 


CINEMA TEL:634144 
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Meryl Streep with 
kevin Bacon & David Strathalm In 

The River 
Wild 

Shows: 1230, 330. 6:15, 830, 1030 


CINEMA TEL:699238 

CINEMA TEL: 677420 

PLfSZfi 

CONCORD 

Kamal Shinnawi 

CONCORD “I" 
• Adel Imam In 

& Ilham Shahin 

Bakhit and Adiich 

Shows 12:30. 6. 10:30 

in 

Easy to Get 

Ahmad Zakl In 
The Third Man 

Shows: 3:30. 8:30 

CONCORD “2” 

( Arabic ) 

SPEED 

Shows: 1230, 330, 530, 8:30, 1030 

Snows: 3:30, 5:30 


<MMOCIti THKHRR 

TEL: 61 82 74 - 61827? 

MUSA HIJAZ1N 
“sumaa"’ 

IN 

Hi Citizen 

daily at 8,30 pm 
written & directed by 
Mohammed Shawaqfeh 1 


rwwi m rtefcfeii ms#** 

TEL:675571 

Presents 

KABARET 

Abeer Issa 

(rhaiwan Mnshint 

with- Amer khamash, Khalil 
■Jahmani, Mohammad Husselnl 
and Issam AJ Han ball 
The theatre doses on Monday 
Performances start at ,.m 


Nabil & Hisham’s 


pre 

(Ahlan 

Well 

Norma 

Shows stari 

fror reservati 
^1. 625IJ 
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A 1965 MG, one of over 40 classic cars on display at the 
Amman International Motor show where the 2nd Classic 
Car exhibition opens Thursday. Other cars on display in the 


two-day event include a 1961 Ford Thunder bird, a 1972 
Lamborghini Espida, and 1961 Jaguar MKZ1. 


Martinez, Sabatini advance in Acura Classic 


MANHATTAN BEACH, 
California (AP) — Conchita 
Martinez, one of the hottest 
players in women’s tennis, 
tuned up her hard court game 
with a 6-3. 6-2 victory over 
German Christina Singer in 
the Acura Clasic on Tuesday. 

No. 3 seed Gabrida Saba- 
tini of Argentina struggled in 
her first hardcourt tourna- 
ment since March before 
beating Kristie Boogert of 
the Netherlands, 6-4, 3-6. 7-6 
(7-2). 

Martinez is coming off a 
tournament victory in San 
Diego last week, and owns 
semifinal finishes in the three 
Grand Slam events leading 
up to the U.S. Open this 
month. 

“I’m playing great. Last 
week, I played some unbe- 
lievable tennis. I was feeling 
very confident,” Martinez 
said. 

Martinez, seeded second, 
received a first-rounds bye as 
one of 16 seeds. 

“It’s like starting all over 
again," she said. “The first 
rounds are always difficult 
because you have to play with 
a high level of concentra- 
tion.” 

Martinez broke Singer 
twice in the second set, the 
last time at love for a 3-0 
lead. Leading 5-1, the Spa- 
niard had a match point, but 
singer twice got to deuce and 
won the game when Mar- 
tinez's forehand passing shot 
went wide. 

Martinez wrapped up the 
match in the next game with a 
forehand winner. She has 
worked to adjust her game to 
hard courts after playing pri- 
marily on clay in Spain. 

“I’m being more aggres- 
sive,’’ she said. “On hard 
courts, everything is goingto 
be a little bit faster, you have 
to move quicker, but I’m 
getting used to it." 

Sabatini had never played 
the 56th-ranked Boogert, 
who wasn't afraid to serve- 
and-voiley when she wasn't 
matching the Argentine’s 
baseline power. 

Boogert led 5-4 in the final 
set before falling apan. 

She double-faulted twice, 
allowing Sabatini to tie the 
set 5-5. 
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Gabrieia Sabatini 

*’I was probably thinking 
too much about Gaby instead 
of my game," Boogert said. 
“Experience also has a lot to 
do with it. Gaby has had a lot 
of chances to win matches." 

Sabatini held for a 6-5 lead, 
then committed two straight 
errors to let Boogert back in 
the match at 6-6. 

Boogert fell behind in the 
tiebreaker with four straight 
errors. She missed a back- 
hand wide to set upo the first 
match point. Sabatini double- 


faulted for only the second 
time and then won the match 
on another error by Boogert. 

“I didn't expect to have a 
really tough match. I was up 
and down," Sabatini said. “I 
didn't feel very comfortable 
going to the net. She was 
hitting very deep. I probably 
should have tried a little bit 
more on her second serves.” 

In other matches. No. 12 
Amanda Coeizer of South 
Africa routed Francesca 


Lubiani of Italy, 6-2, 6-1 and 
No. 15 Julie Halard of France 
beat Barbara Rittner of Ger- 
many 6-4, 6-2. 

No. 8 Naoko Sawamatsu of 
Japan became the first 
seeded player to lose. She 
was beaten 6-3, 6-1 by Natha- 
lie Baudone of Italy. 

Other winners were Gigi 
Fernandez, Mana Endo of 
Japan, Rita Grande of Italy 
and Florencia Labat of 
Argentina. 


Monica Seles to make tournament 
comeback in Canada next week 




TORONTO (AP) — Monica 
Seles will return to tourna- 
ment tennis next week, facing 
a strong field in the Canadian 
Open in Toronto in her first 
competition since being stab- 
bed 28 months ago, her man-, 
flger announced Tuesday. 

Seles, who began her com- 
eback- by winning an exhibi- 
tion against Martina Navrati- 
lova on July 29, will compete 
in the outdoor bardcourt 
tournament along with No. 1 
Steffi Graf, Arantxa Sanchez 
Vicario, Mary Pierce and 
other top 10 players. 

The one-week, S800.000 
event opens Monday. Under 
an agreement with the 
women's tour, Seles will be 
co-ranked as top seed along 
with Graf. She will also be 
co-ranked No. 1 worldwide 
with the German. 

Keith Moroch. a spokes- 
man for tournament organis- 
er Tennis Canada, said he 
could not confirm Seles’ par- 
ticipation because no written 
confirmation had been re- 
ceived yet. 

"We’d be delighted to have 
Monica Seles here,” he said, 
noting that three wild card 
berths for the tournament re- 
mained unfilled. The dead- 


McRae 

seeking 

3rd straight 


win 

KUALA LUMPUR (AFP) 
— Colin McRae will seek a 
third straight win in the Asia- 
Pacific championship when 
he takes his Subaru into the 
Malaysian rally on Saturday. 

In the race for the driver’s 
title, the Scot's 100 per cent 
record has opened up a 17 
point gap between him and 
Sweden's Kenneth Eriksson. 
Wins in Indonesia and New 
Zealand have given the team 
a 23 point lead at the top of 
the manufacturers' table 
ahead of Mitsubishi, Toyota 
and Ford. 

“Cdlin's performances in 
New Zealand and Indonesia 
were superb,” said Subaru 
chief David Richards. “He 
showed he has the makings of 
a true champion — thinking 
tactically and driving bril- 
liantly. In this form he seems 
unbeatable.” 

McRae's team-mate, the 
Asia-Pacific title holder Pos- 
sum Bourns is lying foujth in 
the drivers’ standings, 26 
points adrift of McRae but 
only one point behind 
Toyota’s Didier Auriof of 
France. 

Bourne admits his hopes of 
taking a third successive 
Asia-Pacific crown appear to 
be fading, but he had no 
intention of giving up the 
fight. 

“In Indonesia I was un- 
lucky. I lost a wheel mid-way 
through a special stage on the 
first day talcing us right out of 
contention. 

“Then in New Zealand I 
took a while to get back into 
my strid after a few teething 
troubles early on. But by the 
final day I was right back up 
with the pace. I now know 
the car and feel confident I’ll 
bp challenging for a win.” 

' McRae and co-driver De- 
rek Ringer will be hoping to 
repeat the victory in Malaysia 
two years ago. But they know 
it won’t be easy. 


Edberg, Korda upset in Ohio 


MASON, Ohio (AP) — Ex- 
tended to a second-set tieb- 
reaker, second-ranked Pete 
Sampras rediscovered his 
overpowering serve to beat 
Petr korda in the second 
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ATP championship on Tues- 
day night. 

“I got off to a good stan, 
even though I didn’t think I 
was hitting the ball that 
well," Sampras said of his 
6-3. 7-6 (7-3) victory. “Then I 
let up a little bit. Once it let 
him back into the match, he 
played well." 


Sampras' serve was clock- 
ed at over 190 kph, while his 
Czech opponent only reached 
the 160-kph range. 

"I was not going for the big 
serve today," Korda said. 
“It’s very important to get 
the first serve in against Pete 
because on the second serve 
he can come in and hit the big 
points." 

In the other evening 
match. Uth-seeded Jim 
Courier bear Vince Spadea 
7-5, (9-7). Earlier, Snndon 
Stoile of Australia pulled the 
upset of the day by beating 
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\ Neither vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 

* A Q 8 4 3 
T A 9 5 

j a 

• 6532 

WEST EAST 

♦ 5 *7 

r Q J 10 8 4 ? K 6 3 2 
•; Q 9 7 3 OK 10 6 5 2 , 

+ K 10 4 * J 8 7 

SOUTH 

• K J 10 » 6 2 

77 

■5 A J 4 

* A Q0 

The bidding: 

South West North East 

I * Pass 3 * Poos 


4 NT Pass 5 ? Pass 

6 * Pass Pass Pass 

Opening lead. Queen of T 

There are some card combina- 
tions that occur . and ore misplayed. 
with nwonlotwus regularity. What 
would you say are South’s chances 
of bringing borne su spades on this 
layout? 

North's jump to three spades, in 
ihe partnership methods, was forc- 
ing. South went straight In Black- 
wood and. un focal mg two arcs, 
contracted for 12 tricks— at worst, 
the small slam rated in depend on a 
side-suit finesse since, with a mini- 
mum of 10 trumps in the combined 
holding, the queen of trumps wo* 
-unlikely to be a factor. 


16th-ranked Stefan Edberg of 
Sweden 6-3, 6-1 in a first- 
round match. 

Top-ranked and top- 
seeded 'Andre Agassi, third- 
seeded Boris Becker and two 
time defending champion 
Michael Chang open play 
Wednesday. 

For Edberg, a two-time 
ATP winner, it was. the first 
time in 12 years he lost before 
the quarterfinals. Stoile, 
ranked 199th. overcame his 
early uncertainty to take 
advantage of Edberg’s lack of 
concentration. 


West led tho queen of hearts. 
H'iw would you calculate declarer’s 
chances of landing 12 tricks? 

If you said &U percent or 75 per- 
cent, you an- not even close. The 

contract can be claimed with correct 
technique. 

No. the sUm does not hinge on 
the club finesse Win the ace *»f 
hearts and draw a round [nr two, if 
necessary! of tnitnpa. Ruff n heart 
cash the ace of diamonds and sand- 
wich a heart ruff between two dia- 
mond niffs in dummy. 

With the red suits eliminated, it is 
lime to turn your euenlkm to clubs. 
Ijtad a low club and simply cover 
any club that East plays. Wen can 
win os cheaply as possible, but is 
epdpteyed. The defender's choices 
are (o lead a red suit, permitting 
declarer to ruff un the table while 
discarding the queen or clubs from 
hand, or a club into declarer's major 
tenace, in which use there’s no «c- 
und dub loser. This is a »u re -trick 
line no matter how the outstanding 
chibs are divided. Try iL 


TRIED BY FIRE 

Bassam Abu-Sharif 
. now available at r 
Amman Book shop, Tel: 644013 


HOUSEKEEPER (NANNY) NEEDED 

An English speaking Jive-in nanny required. 
Some cooking skills preferred. Good salary 
(depending on experience). Must enjoy being 
with children. 

Call at either 821113 or 623241 / 624495. 




International Community School 


Now registering for September 1995 
Children are accepted between the ages of 3 - 11 years 
and we are the only school in Amman to offer the full 
British Curriculum adapted for the international 
community. 

Our language of instruction is English with special 
support for non-English speakers, staff are U.K. 
qualified. Music, P.E. and Drama are taught by 
specialists right through the school. French and Arabic 
are also offered, the school provides a pleasant 
stimulating environment - care is taken to meet the 
needs of each individual child. Visits encouraged. 

The school is open every Monday morning, 

9 am - 12 noon, throughout July and August, 
get further details by 
Tel: 841070 Fax: 847109. 
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Monica Seles (right) poses with Martina Nav- 
ratilova before the start of their match at the 
Atlantic City Convention Centre. The match 


was the first public game Seles played after 
being stabbed at a tournament in Hamburg on 
April 30. 1993 IAFP photo) 


line for completing the field is 
Friday, he said. 

Seles already has con- 
firmed she will play in ihe 
U.S. Open beeinning Aug. 
28. 

Seles’ manager, Stephanie 
Tolleson, coupled the 
announcement about the 


Canadian Open with a denial 
of a promoter’s claim that 
Seles would play in an exhibi- 
tion in Mahwah. New Jersey. 

"Monica played a number 
of years ago, and her name 
has been used to generate 
media attention ever since." 
Tolleson said. “She does not 


intend to compete." 

Seles was stabbed in the- 
back April 30. iyy3 in Ham- 
burg. Germany, by an obses- 
sed Graf fan. She beat Navra- 
tilova 6-3, 6-2 in her com- 
eback last month, displaying 
impressive power and com- 
petitiveness. 


Tyson plans to take McNeeley 
back to the future 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) — Mike Tyson says 
he is not in the forecasting business, but he 
advises anyone wanting a prediction on the 
outcome of his comeback fight against Peter 
McNeeley to look to the post. 

“I'm going to do my thing — you know 
what my thing is." Tyson said Tuesday at a 
press conference in Los Angeles, to hype the 
Novembet 19 fight in Las Vegas. 

‘Tin looking forward to the fight,” ”1 don’t 
talk much like I used to. I'm very secure in 
what I can do." he said. 

The former world heavyweight champion. 
41-1 with 36 knock-outs, will be making his 
first appearance in the ring since June 28. 
1991, and his first since serving a three-year 
sentence for rape. 

He was released from an Indiana prison in 
March. 

Just last week he opened his training camp 
for the first time, and it appeared that trainer 
Jay Bright’s claim that Tyson was in about the 
best shape of his career was not idle talk. 

Tyson looked relaxed, sometimes bored, on 
Tupsday as promoter Don King presided over 
a mammoth pre-fight press conference featur- 
ing Tyson. McNeeley. and six other fighters 
featured on the same card along with their 
assorted managers and representatives of the 
MGM Grand hotel and casino in Las Vegas 
and the Showtime cable and pay-per-view 
television, network. 

Though Tyson and McNeeley’s 10-round 
bout is the top draw, three other world 
championship Fights, including Bruce Seldon’s 
defence of his World Boxing Association 
heavyweight crown against Joe Hipp, are 
scheduled. 

On the same card. World Boxing Council 
lightweight champion Miguel Angel Gonzalez 
of Mexico will defend his title against Lamar 


Murphy and WBC middleweight champion 
Julian Jackson will defend his title against 
Quincy Taylor. 

McNeeley, the WBA’s seventh-ranked con- 
tender and the WBC’s Number 10, stepped up 
to the microphone to repeat his prediction 
that he would knock out Tyson. 

The 26-vear-old from Boston, who brings a 
record of 36-1 with 30 knock-outs into the 
ring, pledged to “wrap Mike Tyson in a 
coccoon of horror,” a prediction that caused 
the former champion to stop fiddling with a 
pen and give a sceptical grin. 

McNeeley said anyone expecting him to 
give Tyson a leg-up on his return would be 
disappointed. 

“All you people out there have been 
abusing me and disrespecting me — keep it 
up, I love it.” he said. 

"From my first amateur fight, my first pro 
fight people have been dumping me... But I 
keep coming back. I'm like the thing that 
wouldn't leave. On August 19, I'm going to 
get some respect.” 

Tyson was quick to dispel any idea that he 
mighr be wary of returning to the ring. 

Asked if he was concerned that his body 
might not be up to the punishment of a 
10-round fight sincere hadn’t been hit hard in 
four years, Tyson shot back "I hadn't been hit 
too much when I was fighting, either." 

As for his strategy: “Just to win in spectacu- 
lar fashion. You know me. I’m not a spring 
chicken in this business. You know what I 
do." 

Tyson kept his remarks short, though he 
did speak of his conversion to Islam while in 
prison. 

“I'm just happy to find Islam and become a 
good brother," he said. “I really enjoy my life 
better now than I did before.” 





News 


JORDAN TIMES, TfflJRSPAY-FRIPAY, AUGUSTI»> 


1995 




Tokyo police officers try to remove anti- 
nuclear protesters from a street leading to the 
French embassy in the Japanese capital. The 
protesters were trying to march on the embassy 


to commemorate the anniversary of the atomic 
bombing of Nagasaki and protest the French 
decision to resume nuclear tests (AFP photo) 


Plea bargain reported 
in Oklahoma blast 


OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) 
— A former army buddy of 
Oklahoma City bombing sus- 
pect Timothy" McVeigh has 
made a deal with prosecutors 
to plead guilty to lesser 
charges in exchange for tes- 
tifying for the government, 
his attorney said Tuesday. 

Michael Fortier, of King- 
man, Arizona, will admit he 
took part in the plot to bomb 
the Oklahoma City federal 
building and will testify 
against Mr. McVeigh, his 
court-appointed attorney, 
Michael McGuire, told the 
Daily Oklahoman for a story 
in Wednesday's editions. 

The grand jury investigat- 
ing the bombing is under a 
Friday deadline to indict Mr. 
McVeigh and Mr. Terry 
Nichols, the only two charged 
in the April 19 terrorist 
attack that killed 168 people 
and injured more than 500. 

Mr. Fortier spent almost 
four hours testifying before 
the federal grand jury Tues- 
day... Mr. McGuire said. 
“He’s an important witness 
to both sides really,” Mr. 
McGuire said. 

Mr. Fortier will plead guil- 
ty to lying to federal agents, 
knowing about a felony but 
doing nothing to stop it and 
interstate transportation of 
stolen weapons, Mr. 
McGuire said. Media reports 
said he would also plead to a 
second weapons charge. 

Under federal law, anyone 
who knowingly helps in the 
commission of a crime can be 
charged as a principal in that 
crime, which could have 
given prosecutors the threat 
of the death penalty to hold 
over Mr. Fortier's head. 

The offences carry a max- 
imum punishment of 23 
years, but Mr. McGuire said 
Mr. Fortier's actual punish- 
ment is expected to be less 
under federal sentencing 
guidelines. 

Mr. McGuire said Mr. For- 
tier has completed his testi- 
mony. 

“He was in a totally diffe- 
rent situation than the other 
two (McVeigh and Nichols).” 
Mr. McGuire said of bis 
client's plea agreement. “I 
did not get everything that 1 
wanted, but I tried to do the 
best 1 could under the cir- 
cumstances.'' 

Also Tuesday, Mr. For- 
tier’s 23-year-old wife. Lori, 
testified for about two hours 
before the grand jury. She 
was compelled to testify 
under a grant of immunity 
but is not a target of the 
investigation, her attorney. 
Mack Martin, said. 


Mr. Martin said it was a 
“fair assumption” that she 
would have refused to testify 
if her husband had not made 
a deal. But the lawyer said he 
was not aware of any deal 
that Mr. Fortier may have 
struck with prosecutors. 

ABC News reported that 
Mrs. Fortier attended a num- 
ber of meetings at which the 
bomb plot was hatched. 

Mr. Martin declined to 
comment specifically on Mrs. 
Fortier's testimony. 

The Daily Oklahoman re- 
ported Tuesday that Mrs. 
Fortier would testify about 
statements that Mr. McVeigh 
made about the bombing. 

Mr. Fortier has admitted 
casing the federal building as 
a target with Mr. McVeigh in 
December, federal officials 
say. 

A federal law enforcement 
source has told die Associ- 
ated Press that the December 
trip, along with meetings in 
Arizona, put Mr. Fortier 
“square in the middle of the 


conspiracy." 

Rob Nigh, one of Mr. 


McVeigh's attorneys, aues- 
tioned Mr. Fortier's-creaibil- 


ity, noting that Mr. Fortier 
told Cable News Network in 
May that he did not believe 
Mr. McVeigh had anything to 
do with tbe bombing. 

Mr. McVeigh, Mr. Nichols 
and Mr. Fortier all served 
together in the army at Fort 
Riley, Kansas, and Mr. 
McVeigh kept in touch with 
his two friends after their 
military service ended. 

Mr. McVeigh attorney 
Stephen Jones told ABC tele- 
vision Wednesday the plea 
deal with Fortier marked a 
government “admission... 
that they have a weak case.” 

“If they had a strong case, 
they would not be offering a 
deal to one of the principal 
participants,” Mr. Jones said. 

Mr. McVeigh was best man 
at the Fortier's wedding last 
year. 

Federal prosecutors mean- 
while were planning to drop 
material witness charges 
against Mr. Nichols’ brother 
James, a Michigan farmer 
arrested two days after the 
bombing, NBC News re- 
ported. 

James Nichols was charged 
with helping his brother de- 
tonate small bombs on his 
farm, charges not related to 
the Oklahoma explosion. 

NBC quoted unnamed offi- 
cials as saying that dropping 
the charges against James 
Nichols would focus the 
bombing case on the 
strongest evidence. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Rafsanjani urges greater ties with S. Africa 


TEHRAN (AFP), — Iranian President AH Akbar Hashemi 
Rafsanjani called Wednesay for stronger ties with Pretoria 
as he met the first South African ambassador here since the 
1979 Islamic revolution. Mr. Rafsanjani told Musa Moolla 
that Iran and South Africa “must reinforce their ties'' 
despite “opposition from certain countries," in a reference 
to the United States. “It is possible that certain oppressors 
would oppose development of cooperation between our 
two countries,'' he said. “But independent states should 
base their relations on mutual interests.” The United States 
has expressed concern about growing economic contacts 
between Tehran gnd Pretoria, notably a multi-million 
dollar deal that allows Tehran to store 15 million barrels of 
crude oil in South Africa. On Friday Washington asked 
Pretoria to renounce the deal, arguing that Tehran should 
not be allowed to benefit from its oil revenues so long as it 
supported international terrorism. Washington has im- 
posed an economic embargo on Tehran and urged its allies 
to follow suit. However, its call received a cool response 
from industrial countries, including South Africa. Tehran 
and Pretoria reestablished diplomatic relations after Presi- 
dent Nelson Mandela's election in April 1994. Iranian 
Foreign Minister Ali Akbar Velayati is to make an official 
visit to South Africa this month in the latest sign of 
improving relations between the two countries. 


Ciller heads for C. Asia to reinforce ties 


ANKARA (AFP) — Prime Minister Tansu Ciller is to 
head for Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Turkmenistan next 
week as part of Turkey’s bid to strengthen ties with the 
Turkic-speaking republics of the former Soviet Union, an 
official said Wednesday. The trip will be Ms. Ciller’s first to 
be three states since she took office in June 1993, and 


comes a month after visits to Uzbekistan and Azerbaijan, 
also Muslim and Turkic-speaking republics. Foreign Minis- 


try spokesman Nurettin Nurkan said the trip “comes within 
i rrai 


the framework of good relations with those countries, and 
our big interest in the area." “We are planning to develop 
our relations with Central Asia,” he added. He said Ms. 
Ciller would spend two days in each of the three states as of 
Aug. 14, at the invitations of Presidents Nursultan Nazar- 
bayev of Kazakhstan, Askar Akayev of Kyrgyzstan and. 
Saparmurad Niyazov of Turkmenistan. 


Bombs hurled at Turkish shop in Germany 


BONN (R) — Petrol bombs were hurled at a Turkish food 
shop in southern Germany overnight but no one was hurt 
and damage was slight, police said on Wednesday. German 
authorities have blamed Kurdish extremists for a series of 
attacks on Turkish properties in the past three weeks. The 
latest attack took place in Oberhausen-Rheinhausen near 
the city of Karlsruhe. Police said they had no direct 
evidence on who was responsible for the attack, but added 
it may have been members or sympathisers of the banned 
Kurish Labour Party (PKK) which is fighting for independ- 
ence or autonomy in southeastern Turkey. German offi- 
cials have said the PKK has been primarily responsible for 
dozens of attacks on Turkish properties in the past three 
weeks. Turkey, concerned about the safety of two million 
Turks living in Germany, has urged Germany to crack 
down on the PKK. Bonn banned the PKK in 1993 after a 
series of violent protests. 


Court clears way for hijacker’s extradition 


OSLO (AP) — Norway’s highest court on Tuesday cleared 
the way for the extradition of a Palestinian hijacker to 
Germany, where she is charged with commandeering a 
Lutfthan’sa jetliner 18 years ago. Justice Minister Grethe 
Fare mo now will have to decide whether to send Suhaiiah 
A1 Sayeh to Germany. The government has indicated it will 
extraditer Ms. Sayeh, despite her attempts to block ah 
extradition. Ms. Sayeh was arrested in Oslo last October in 
connection with the hijacking of the Lufthansa airliner in 
Spain in 1977. She was the only survivor among the four 
hijackers, after German anti-terror police stormed the 
plane in Mogadishu, Somalia. Ms. Sayeh, who is known in 
Norway by the name of Souhailah Andrawes. was arrested 
after 17 years on the run. She disappeared after serving a 
two-year prison term in Somalia. When she was arrested, 
she had been living in Oslo for three years with her 
Palestinian husband and daughter. 


Uganda minister urges incursions into Sudan 


KAMPALA (AFP) — Uganda's defence minister is 
seeking authorisation for the army to attack Ugandan 
rebels in neighbouring Sudan, the official New Vision 
newspaper reported Wednesday. The minister, Kahinda 
Otafnre, told a parliamentary security committee on 
Tuesday that he wanted the National Resistance Council 
(parliament) to grant permission for the army to start 
fighting the rebels inside Sudan. He said the army was 
ready to pursue the rebels inside Sudan “any time," the 
newspaper reported, but that “we cannot wage war without 
authority.” Uganda broke diplomatic ties with Sudan in 
April after accusations by each country that the other was 
aiding rebels. The decision to sever relations followed 
months of bitter recriminations, with Uganda accusing 
Sudan of backing the Lord's Resistance Army, a Christian 
fundamentalist rebel movement fighting from northern 
bases to topple the government of President Yoweri 
Museveni. Sudan denied the allegations and accused 


Uganda of aiding the Christian and animist Sudan People's 
LiberatK 


leration Army, which has been battling Khartoum 
government troops since 1983 to free southern Sudan from 
domination by the Muslim, Arabised north. 


France under strong 

A-tests 


pressure over 


SYDNEY (Agencies) — 
Japan and Australia stepped 
up their war of words with 
France on Wednesday after it 
shrugged off a New Zealand 
threat to go to the Interna- 
tional Court over its planned 
South Pacific nuclear test 
programme. 

Japanese Foreign Minister 
Yohei Kono warned France's 
decision to resume nuclear 
tests next month might harm 
bilateral links. 

“France is one of the Euro- 
pean countries which have a 
long relationship with 


Japan,” he told reporters. 
“Since 


Since Japan and France 
have enjoyed good relations 
up to now, it would be re- 
grettable if a problem such as 
this were to harm the ties. 

But he added: '“The 
nail ear problem is not some- 
thing that can be ignored. 

Australian Prime Minister 
Paul Keating hit back at a 
personal attack on him by the 
right-wing newspaper Le 
Figaro, saying it showed con- 
tempt for Australian values 
and adding: “Maybe the 
French should have a good 
look at themselves. 

In an article underscoring 
the bitterness of both sides in 
the nuclear debate, Le Figaro 
said Mr. Keating’s recent 
attacks on France were moti- ' 
vated by a “fetishistic 
hatred” of France and a bad 
conscience over “ethnic 
cleansing” of Australia’s in- 
digenous population. * 

A spokesman for Mr. 
Keating dismissed the article 
as “offesive, inaccurate and 
irrelevant.’.' He said it was “a 
vindictive response by a 
right-wing newspaper to the 


obvious -international dis- 
approval of the French gov- 
ernment’s decision." 

Le Figaro editor Franz- 
Olivier Giesbert accused Mr. 
Keating of turning the nuc- 
lear issue into a broader anti- 
French campaign for political 
reasons. 

“One is left speechless 
when faced with the fetishis- 
tic hatred of your govern- 
ment towards us," he said, 
claiming Mr. Keating's ulter- 
ior motive was that he 
wanted Australia to “domin- 
ate the South Pacific.” 

The prime minister's 
spokesman referred to Mr. 
Keating's well-known love of 
French culture and art for 
which he is frequently lam- 
pooned by Australian car- 
toonists and columnists, 
saying: ‘To suggest that he 
hates France would surprise 
most Australian journalists.” 

France has made dear it 
was undaunted by continuing 
international pressure to stop 
the test going ahead by dis- 
missing as domestic politick- 
ing New Zealand's threat to 
go to the International Court 
of Justice in the Hague. 

A French foreign ministry 
spokesman said both sides 
had to consent to take a 
-dispute to the International 
Court and in the case of 
France there was no such 
agreement. 

France’s European Affairs 
Minister Michel Bamier said 
“the internal political mo- 
tives” of Australia and New 
Zealand bad to be taken into 
account in their agitation. 

Gaston Flosse, leader of 
French Polynesia where the 
tests will be conducted, and 


dose ally of President Jac- 
ques Chirac, meantime gave 
an assurance that France 
would not bring forward its 
first nuclear test to this 
month. 

Aboriginal community 
spokeswoman Lois O'Do- 
noghue issued a statement 
supporting the government s 
opposition to French nuclear 
testing and deploring the arti- 
de in Le Figaro. 

Ms. O’Donoghue, who 
chairs the Aboriginal and 
Torres Islander Commission, 
said: “The facts of our history 
and how they impact on our 
lives today are undeniable, 
but we don’t like to see them 
cynically appropriate by 
another nation whose own 
record as a colonial does not 
bear much sera tiny. 

“Modern Australia is mak- 
ing great strides in coming to 
terms with its history," she 
added. “...A great deal is 
being done to make our 
iccn^c central to national life 
and politics. The same cannot 
be said of the French in the 
South Pacific.” 

A leading New Zealand 
government sdentist said 
French nuclear tests at 
Mururoa atoll posed no harm 
to the environment. 

The director of the Nation- 
al Radiation Laboratory, 
Andrew McEwan, said 
France's 46 underground 
tests to date at Mururoa and 
Fangatafa had a total yield 
that was less than three 
megatonnes. 

He noted several of .the 164 
atmospheric tests conducted 
by France in die 1960s and 
1970s were of the order of 
three megatonnes. 


U.S. study: France 
leading arms seller 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Tbe United States, which has 
dominated arms sales to the 
Third World since the Gulf 
war, has given up the lead to 
France, according to a new 
study. 

The study by the Congres- 
sional Research Service, 
which works exclusively for 
the U.S. Congress, revealed 
that arms sales by France 
went from $3.8 billion in 1993 
to $11.4 billion last year. 

In contrast, U.S. sales to 
developing countries in 1994 
stood at $6.1 billion,' after 
plummeting ftom $15.4 tril- 
lion the year before. 

A parallel study by a U.S. 
advocacy group called the 
Project for Demilitarisation 
and Democracy expressed 
concern over the fact that the 
overwhelming majority of 
clients for U.S. arms are non- 
democratic regimes. 

The Congressional Re- 
search Service study found 
that arms shipments to de- 
veloping countries account 
for 71 per cent of global arms 
sales, which total about $25 
billion. 

Since 1990 and the Gulf 
war, the study said, ”The 
U.S. has been notably suc- 


cessful in securing the new 
arms sales orders from .... 
wealthy developing nations in 
the Near East and Asia. 
Saudi Arabia, the largest 
U.S. client in recent years, is 
also having notable budget 
djfQculties.’’ 

However,- the Middle East 


remains the biggest purchaser 
of arms with Saudi Arabia 


alone according for as much 
as 9.5 billion dollars in con- 
tracts last year. 

The only noteworthy sales 
made last year by the Amer- 
icans were a contract to sell 
Israel 25 F-15 fighters for 2.4 
billion dollars, and the sale of 
18 F-16 fighters in Singapore 
for 890 milUon dollars. 

France for its part sold 
Agosta submarines to Pakis- 
tan, Mirage 2000-5 to Qatar 
and Lafayette frigates to 
Saudi Arabia, according to 


the study. 
iis dei 


This demonstrates the im- 
portance of a few particularly 
good deals, according to the 
study's authors, who said 
1994 was an extraordinary 
year for France. 

“Since major West Euro- 
pean suppliers, .such as 


(Continued on page 7) 


16 killed in rocket 
attacks on Kabul 


Woman 
guns down 
Algerian 
policeman 


ALGIERS (Agencies) — ; A 
suspected Muslim extremist 
shot and killed a traffic police 
officer in central Algiers, die 
daily "La 'Tribune reported 
Wednesday , saying it was the 
first such attack by a woman. 

“Hie well-dressed woman, 
who appeared to be less than 
30, shot the officer as he was 
leaving his home (Tuesday) 
and then fled,” the paper 
said. “Two male accomplices 
provided cover.” 

La Tribune said that 
wqmen in the past have been 
artested -for supporting ex- 
tremist factions or have been 
caught in the crossfire during 
raids by police, but have so 
fax; not been directly involved 
□^attacks blamed on fun- 
damentalists. 


’ The daily Liberte reported 
Wednesday that 160 women 
bap been assassinated in 


Algeria so far this year bjr 


KABUL (AFP) — Sixteen 
civilians were killed and 26 
wounded when a salvo of 
long-range rockets rained 
onto a southwest suburb of 
Kabul Wednesday, the first 
such incident in more than 
four months, security officials 
said. ' . 

"Eight members of one 
family alone were killed last 
night," said commander 
Abdul Waheed. 

A salvo of 21 long-range 
rockets was fired on the karte 
Se district in the early hours 
from the direction of Taliban- 
controlled areas, he said. 

The exact location where 
the rockets originated was 
not clear. 

The nearest frontline be- 
tween Taliban and presiden- 
tial forces is 35 kilometres 
south of Kabul at Arghan- 
deh, from where the capital is 
out of range of the 122 mm 
rockets, said to have been 
used in the attack, analysts 
said. 

Eight houses were hit and 
destroyed in the barrage, the 
first since the Taliban were 
pushed out of Kabul in 
March, Mr. Waheed said. 

Three rockets smashed 
into the home of Abdul Gha- 
foor, who died in the attack 
with one of his wives and six 
children. 

“The heads of two of the 
children are still in the rub- 
ble.” a shocked neighbour, 
who had helped at the rescue, 
told an AFP correspondent. 
"The only survivors were 


Ghafoor's second wife and 
one child. It was merciless 
slaughter.” 

Doctors at the nearby 
Karte Se surgical hospital tre-' 
ated 19 wounded with 12 
bodies carried there soon af- 
ter the attack began, hospital 
staff said. 

A rocker exploded in front 
of the main door of the hos- 
pital's medical supply depot, 
but caused no losses, they 
said. 

Doctors said the wounded 
began arriving 10 minutes af- 
ter the rockets started at 1:20 
a.m. 

Meanwhile, a Russian car- 
go plane carrying military 
supplies for Afghanistan’s, 
government was intercepted 
by rebels and forced to land 
in their stronghold of Kanda- 
har, the Russian ITAR- 
TASS news agency reported 
Wednesday. 

In a despatch out of New 
Delhi citing Afghan officials, 
the agency saiathe aircraft’s 
crew of seven was detained 
August 3 in the region con- 
trolled by the Taliban move- 
ment. 

The pilot of the Uyushin-76 
said it belonged to the Air- 
stan company based in 
Kazan, capital of the Russian 
republic of Tatarstan. 

Russian Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Mikhail Demurin 
told Moscow Echos radio the 
ministry had called for 
Afghan authorities to “take 
urgent action" to free the 
crew. 


e xt r e mis ts, according to 
gates released by security 
police. 

In 1994, 211 women were 
killed, police said, adding 
that most of them had been 
raped and their bodies muti- 
lated. 

On Tuesday the body of a 
woman journalist who had 
been mutilated and difigured 
was identified by police, 
another newspaper reported. 
The journalist, Aicba Be- 
namar, 36, had been kidnap- 
ped a week earlier as she was 
heading home in the town of 
Soula, an Islamist stronghold 
southwest of the capital. 

Authorities have not con- 
firmed tbe killing. 

Journalists, teachers and 
politicians have been a prime 
target of fundamentalists 
waging a war to unseat the 
military-backed government 
in Algiers. The extremist 
launched their campaign in 
January 1992 after the milit- 
ary cancelled the second 
roUnd of general elections the 
Islamic Salvation Front (FIS) 
was poised to win. 

A carbomb killed at least 
one person m Algiers on 
Tuesday night. Radio France 
Internationale reported. 

Tlie Radio, monitored by 
the B ritish Broadcasting Cor- 
poration in London, quoted 
an Algiers correspondent as 
saying the blast occurred at 
an administrative building in 
the residential district of Ben 
Akzloun. 


. - ors said the de- 

vice had been planted inside 
the main administration 
building in Ben Aknoun. 
According to initial reports 
the explosion, which des- 


uv jvm wuuuuig, naa oeen 

caused by a booby-trapped 
car. 

T)w blast occurred around 
8:00 p.m. (1900 GMT), 
sources said. 



Prince Philip 
upsets Scots with 
booze remark 


LONDON (R) - Bntm i 
Prince Philip is in trouble 
again after making an off-the- 
(5ff remark which appeared 
to suggest the residents of a 
Scottish town were drunk- 
ards, newspapers said 

Wednesday. "How do you 
keep the natives off the 
booze long enough to pass 


the” (driving) test?" Queen 
lizabetb's hi 


Elizabeth's husband was re-' 
ported to have asked a driv- 
ing instructor Tuesday m tile 
town of Oban on Scotland's 
west coast. The area is known 
for fine whisky. The 74-year- 
old prince, who has a reputa- 
tion for gaffes, and his wife 
were visiting Oban for the 
first time since 1956. The 
driving instructor, Robert 
Drummond, dismissed Prince 
Philip’s remark as a joke. But 
the chairman of the local 
tourist board, Allan McKie, 
told the Tunes: “I am dis- 
appointed. I am sure he said 
it as a joke. I hope people 
interpret it as such. But the 
so called natives in this part 
of the world helped make this 
royal visit one of the succes- 
ses of the decade for the town 
... It is no harder a drinking 
town than any other town m 
the west of Scotland or come 
to that in Scotland.” Alex 
Salmond, leader of the Scot- 
tish National Party which 
wants political independence 
for Scotland, told the Daily 
Telegraph: “I think he may 
have succeeded in getting 
some of the natives rather 
restless.” 


Hollywood studio 
boss commits 
suicide 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) — A. 
Hollywood studio executive 
at the centre of an embez- 
zling scandal in the 1970s 
committed suicide late Mon- 
day in a hotel room, friends 
and business associates said. 
David Belegman, who begun 
his career as an agent for Paul 
Newman and Barbara 
Streisand, apparently shot 
hjmself, choosing to end his 
life after years of personal 
problems compounded by the 
collapse of his production 
company last year. “He was 
depressed and distraught 
over business reverses,” said 
Warren Cowan, a Hollywood 
publicist. Mr. Begelman 
lifted Columbia pictures from 
near bankruptcy to domi- 
nance while serving as the 
studio’s president between 
1973 and 1978. He oversaw 
the production of such hits as 
Close Encounters Of The 
Third Kind, Kramer VS 
Kramer and Shampoo. When 
it was discovered that he had 
embezzled $61,000 ftom Col- 
umbia Pictures, his accuser 
Cliff Robertson was blackbal- 
led and Mr. Begelman was 
reinstated by Columbia's 
board who blamed his be- 
haviour on “emotional prob- 
lems." In addition!. to misus- 
ing production funds to build 
a posh screening room in his 
home, Mr. Begelman forged 
signatures on checks written 
to but never cashed by Mr. 
Robertson. Columbia initial- 
ly tried to cover up the mis- 
deeds but later suspended 
Mr. Begelman for two 
months. The studio needed 
Mr. Begelman 's golden touch ; 
and decided to reinstate him, 
saying that he had repaid the 
money with interest. 

Woman who 
stood in blind 
man’s path 
drops lawsuit 

BRADENTON, Fla. (R) — 

A woman whose toe was 
stepped on after she deliber- 
ately stood in the way of a 
blind man aad his guide dog 
has dropped an $80,000 law 

suit against the dog’s traineis, 

lawyers said Tuesday. The 
woman’s husband, a cleric, 
also dropped a damages 
claim for the same amount 
Vernon Henley, a blind man 
who has since died, was 
gaming to use a new guide 
Jog in a shopping mall in 
May 1993 when Carolyn 
Lhnstian, according to her 
own version of the encoun- 
ter, stood fast to see if the 

c 0u J5 avoid ter. The 
22* ? redd ? P^led to one 

Henley, unaccus- 

stoSLi * th I d .°g' s " 

° n Chnstian ' s foot, 
according to court papers. 
Christian and her hffirnd, 

y ,I!iara Christian, 
SL a,I S d t0 ^eastern 
S?i d « P°gs, Which had 

Sd h2Lt reddy ' that Hen,e y 

gad broken one of Carolyn 

tiaS m V 0 **' Wte" nego- 
a . nd mediation failed, , 
tne couple filed suit. 
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